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UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: I1tem 50 is RLH RSA

24-12. Appeal of Janmes W Bush and Linda D. Dear,
tenants, to a rent stabilization determ nation at 1391
Hazel wood Street, Apartnents 10 and 11. And the
public hearing was closed on this item

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JALALI: Al right. So
this itemis before us for action today. I'mgoing to
pass it to Ms. Yang for further direction. Go ahead,
Counci | Menber Yang.

COUNCI L MEMBER YANG  Thanks, counci
president. Well, | want to say thanks to the council
for the one week |ayover so that | can dig into this a
bit nore and al so have conversations with Marcia, too,
our legislative hearing officer. | do want to say
thanks to the testifiers who cane out |ast week. |
know | see a couple of you in the crowd there today.
This was -- just want to say, first, that this was a
very conpl ex issue that cane before us, and | al so
think that it was the first tinme we had a rent
stabilization appeal that -- that was like this
situation here. And, so | just wanted to take sone
time to -- to do a recap, so that we're all on the
sane page, too, before | share ny thoughts on -- ny
final decision on it.

So we did receive testinony | ast week. W
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also received it this week, and | got a chance to

review it again. The tenants indicated that they
believed the rent increase which went into effect for
t hem on August 1st of last year which is their current
| ease was in excess of the allowable 3 percent
I ncrease under our current ordinance, and this is a
real concern for -- for them | have studied it
carefully, and |I al so have concerns as well.
Essentially, the appellants, they would like for us to
use -- they want the base rent |evel being used from
the current |ease to be adjusted downward by in
consi deration of the next increase. And, so what |
mean by that is, as | was | ooking at the testinony
fromthe appellants, their current |ease right now
shows that the increase for the rent including parking
which is the garage, it was around 5.6 percent. And,
so when you do take that into account, there -- that
It does exceed the 3 percent. And they're asking us
to, basically, adjust dowward as we consider this
next i ncrease.

| -- unfortunately, | do think that
I ncorporating the violation, the alleged violation, is
beyond t he scope of our decision which is about
proposing the rent increase for next year. | think

that there needs to be an investigation by the
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Departnment of Safety & Inspection on the alleged

ordi nance violation. W haven't had information
provi ded or exam ned to make this type of finding.
Qur role here is to hear the appeal of the staff
determ nation rather than the acting as enforcenent.
| strongly urge the appellants to file a conplaint to
the DSI departnment which is the Departnent of Safety &
| nspections, and | have al so asked Ms. Mernond to
follow up with them about this information as well. |
think that the situation really drives hone the need
for adm nistrative citations, which we took a vote on
earlier. DSI has very limted tools to enforce this
part of our ordinance, and if there is an ordi nance
violation, | know that -- | -- according to staff,
nost people cone into conpliance when told, so. Wen
| said earlier that | share the concerns that the
appel l ants shared, | nean, if | were the person doing
the investigation and had all that docunentation, |
again would -- would determne that there was a
violation of our ordinance, and | know that this
counci| cares deeply about making sure that ordi nances
we approved of are conplied wth.

And, so this is definitely not sonething
that | take lightly at all. And | would hope that

t hrough the investigation a determ nation is nmade
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that -- that would conclude this matter, and al so,
t here woul d be conpensation of sone sort to refund the
anmount that was overpaid, but again, all of that was
bei ng i nvestigated by our staff, and | hope that
that's sonething that wll be followed through wth.
So again, urge the appellant to nmake -- take that
initiative. And, so for admnistrative citations, |
mean, | just think it's very tinely and very
coi ncidental that we voted on sonething |like that as
we are hearing this case before us and hope that you
all wll support ny notion which is to -- which is to
approve the recommendation fromthe |egislative
hearing officer. It would allow a nmaxi mnum i ncrease
of 8 percent in rent, and that is inclusive of parking
as a housing service. There has been | anguage
anmended -- the resolution for this has been anended,
but | just did want to add in one thing -- one of the
things | wanted to nmake sure we put in was the date
for the start of the next | ease which is when that
maxi mum 8 percent for rent can be applied. And, so
that is August -- August 1st, 2025.

So Marcia, can you naeke sure that is
I ncluded in the resolution | anguage?

MARCI A MOERMOND: The -- that is included

in the resolution | anguage.
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COUNCI L MEMBER YANG Ckay. Geat. Thank

you.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JALALI: Al right. So
It sounds |ike notion fromMs. Yang to nove the
recomendati on of the legislative hearing officer. |
t hank you, Ms. Yang, for taking the tine to deliberate
this. | agree that this case does raise the issues
that you pointed out, and while the recommendati on, |
agree wth, | do think that we shoul d be exam ning
that in ordinance going forward, so. Thanks for your
t hought ful ness, and |I' m supportive. Any further
di scussion? Mdtion from M. Yang to approve the
recomendati on of the legislative hearing officer in
this matter, all in favor say aye.
(Al said aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JALALI: Any opposed?
UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: Seven in favor, no
one opposed. The resolution is adopted as anended.

(Audi o ended.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

I, Melissa J. Eicken, Certified Court
Reporter of M ssouri, Certified Shorthand Reporter of
I1linois and Regi stered Professional Reporter, do
hereby certify that | was asked to prepare a
transcri pt of proceedings had in the above-nenti oned
case, which proceedings were held with no court
reporter present utilizing an open m crophone system
of preserving the record.

| further certify that the foregoi ng pages
constitute a true and accurate reproduction of the
proceedi ngs as transcribed by ne to the best of ny
ability and may incl ude inaudi bl e sections or

m sidentified speakers of said open m crophone

(Molsse, Gicbon

Melissa J. Eicken, CCR CSR RPR

recor di ng.

Dat e: 04/ 24/ 25
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