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1245  Portlani  Saint  Paut  MN

MN

612-670-346189WoodlaySaintPaut  MN

john.peine@  612-251-677 MN

1398  80th  Sti Inver  Grove  ? MN

county zipcode

Dakota  Coun  55118-4165

Ramsey  Coui  55105-3326

Dakota  Coun  55120-1381

Swift  County  56215-1356

Ramsey  Coot  55105-2041

Ramsey  Coui55l05-1341

Ramsey  Coui  55116-1668

Ramsey  Coui  55117-3547

Ramsey  Coui  55104-6929

Dakota  Coun  55122-1614

Ramsey  Coui  55105-1119

Ramsey  Coui  55105-1239

Ramsey  Coui  55105-1619

Ramsey  Coui  55116-1222

RamseyCoui  55105-1939

Dakota  Coun  55118-3645

Ramsey  Coui  55119-3931

Dakota  Coun  55118-2712

Dakota  Coun  55118-4267

Dakota  Coun  55118-4267

Ramsey  Coui  55102-3718

Ramsey  Coui  55105-1316

Dakota  Coun  55118-4209

Dakota  Coun  5E51184809

Ramsey  Coui  55105-1603

Ramsey  Coui  55104-6946
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Dunnigan  alyssa.dunni)612-964-2231040BromptSaintPaul  MN

Dougherty  jdoughe3@gr651-363-46321l8WJameSaintPaul  MN

Fabel chrisf@willoi65l-313-5483934PrincetiSaintPaul  MN

Brooks jbillsbrooks@314-601-2571001AshlancSaintPaul  MN

Sternquist  boLand987@:651-280-034958Sherren!SaintPaul  MN

Shields  david.shields651-235-182839ParkPlacSaintPaul  MN

Thibodeaux  megankg@liv320-380-301760Linwood  SaintPaut  MN

Prestegaard sprestegaard  651-338-042  6409Sherwo  Minneapolis  MN

Dunnigan  markdunzy@651-208-8981040BromptSaintPaul  MN

Sampair  tomsampair(i651-216-0331856WelleslSaintPaul  MN

Peine annie.peine(651-343-427650HiddenCSaintPaul  MN

Woessner  spwmsp@y;987-654-32111340rchartSaintPaut  MN

Lagos lagos.soccer 651-714-515  1885  Lincoln  Saint  PauL MN

Shimp stephanie@L612-916-Ol622200liverAMinneapotis  MN

Ehrmanntraudehrm72@gr65l-387-2552096LowerSSaintPaul  MN

Lorenz jennijerh(ore612-719-679769Hol[yAveSaintPau(  MN

Niemeta  dougniemela651-428-6962084JamesaSaintPauL  MN

Runyon mmrunyon54651-246-8892177UppersSaintPaul  MN

Hartung  maureenhart218-831-0022171BerketeSaintPaul  MN

Pevan katie.pevan@952-210-32513705FernaiSaintPaul  MN

Baker joseph.baker218-301-9591298Laurel/!SaintPauL  MN

Kleinschmidtninaarevalo(415-596-1288785Walton  Bloomington  MN

Love emilie.meissi651-343-4331656WelleslSaintPaul  MN

Keyes keyes.me@Br 724-331-498  1027 London Saint Paul MN

Stommes  caroline.nyst651-207-740205ClevelanSaintPaul  MN

Thornton  Katie.Thorntt651-955-548139866thStilnverGrove € MN

Weinberg  paul.weinber651-373-265266sWarwicSaintPaut  MN

Zweber  travis.zwebei651-724-4131337BidwellSaintPauL  MN

Roy layercourtne651-675-6721696MississiSaintPaul  MN

Hickey  lindsey.hicke651-208-70l2257Wagon'SaintPaul  MN

Runyon alissarunyoni651-895-960339WoodlaviSaintPaul  MN
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Ramsey  Coui  55105-1615

Dakota  Coun  55118-3753

Dakota  Coun  55118-4146
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Ramsey  Coui  55116-2823

Ramsey  Coui55105-1205

Dakota  Coun  55124-5012

Ramsey  Coui  55104-6929

Hennepin  Co 55438-1353

Ramsey  Coui  55105-2006

Dakota  Coun  55118-1016
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Dakota  Coun  55077-0400
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Ramsey  Coui  55105-1239
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Kimlinger  kimLingers@t651-285-0811395JulietAiSaintPaLll  MN

Mack  Melfos27@at612-272-1541899StanforiSa'ntPaul  MN

Murray  michael@mii651-208-773434FAIRVIEVSaintPaul  MN

Hansen  smdhansen@310-849-498237WoodlauSaintPauL  MN

Vatentine  caitlinval@yi612-751-7527170ttawa/!SaintPaul  MN

Haas  karinhaas@g651-441-1992150GoodrirSaintPaLll  MN

Marshalt  marshalljohn612-414-5401845JeffersoSaintPaul  MN

Pieper  ajpieper@gn651-402-2061876WelleslSaintPaul  MN

Marshal[  jenniferabbo'65l-442-1381845JeffersoSaintPaul  MN

Herrtein  eibertm@yat651-269-3461463550thSAfton  MN

Bohlig  btbohlig@gm  818-648-100  4804  Kelvin  A Woodland  Hi CA

GatrelL  mairzyrussell  651-260-468  1917  Bayard  Saint  Paul  MN

Eibert  sceibert@ne65l-497-08827920NMonRioVerde  AZ

Steinhoff  theresesteinl612-251-0791872wellesltSaintPaul  MN

Hennis tmhennis@hi65l-503-6431850WetlesLSaintPaul  MN

nutritaryn@g651-353-077666AshlandrSaintPaul  MN

mjeganl2@g651-283-40ll407WachttSaintPaul  MN

saraschmidt:612-220-7531866WelleslSaintPaLll  MN

mmgaLes63@612-743-2585400157StVSaintPaul  MN

sparrow.chai6l2-845-13121867thStl/lSaintPaul  MN

alanfoley@gr  763-442-791  2156Watson  Saint  Paul  MN

lisaewaldl9E  651-335-331  536  Portland  Saint  Paul  MN

Fugina.danie651-246-071953StratfordSaintPaut  MN

pfmoffatt@hi  312-608-264  1665  Pinehur  Saint  Paul  MN

nmrphy@yah  651-295-168  1078  Linwoot  Saint  Paul  MN

ijskillrud@gn612-387-2611921SaundeSaintPauL  MN

tashcr@hotn651-353-654705SylvandaSaintPaul  MN

ericperryem;612-226-8992098UppersSaintPauL  MN

tpryanjr@gm303-625-3961931SaundeSaintPaul  MN

gsjanssen@g651-249-8716487PheasaiCirclePines  MN

j.Lepleyl@gn612-790-0061756HighlanSaintPaul  MN

Ramsey  Coui  55105-2502

Ramsey  Coui  55105-  1653
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Washington  (55001-9607
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RamseyCoui  55116-1214

Maricopa  Co 85263-5093

Ramsey  Coui  55105-1615

RamseyCoui  55105-1615

Ramsey  Coui  55104-7187

Dakota  Coun  55118-2718

Ramsey  Coot  55105-1615

Dakota  Coun  55124-6593

Ramsey  Coui  55116-3108

RamseyCoui  55116-1146

Ramsey  Coui  55102-2219

Dakota  Coun  55118-4215

Ramsey  Coui  55116-2159

RamseyCoui  55105-3251

Ramsey  Coui  55116-2016

Dakota  Coun  55118-1714

Ramsey  Coui  55116-2847

Ramsey  Coui  55116-2016

Anoka  Counto  55014

Ramsey  Coui  55116-2113
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mfcatLin@yal612-987-6461984Palace,SaintPauL  MN
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Colleen  Sullivan  coLleensuLli@952-270-326  16689  Lakeville  MN

KeLLy Bester  kelLybester@651-755-2561337SaintCISaintPaul  MN

Bridget  Neurer  bneurer@hol65l-253-9551605HartforiSaintPauL  MN

Will  Sutlivan  sullivan@msi952-953-933Lakevilte,MNLakeville  MN
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niemO075@g651-592-1841232ScheffeSaintPaLll  MN
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Ramsey  Coui  55116-1222

Dakota  Coun  55044

Ramsey  Coui  55105-2844

Ramsey  Coui  55116-1410

Dakota  Coun  55044

Montgomery  77386-3666

Ramsey  Coui  55116-2118

Ramsey  Coui  55104-6036

Ramsey  Coui  55105-1622

Ramsey  Coui  55104-6407

Ramsey  Coui  55116-1061

Ramsey  Coui  55105-1907

Ramsey  Coui  55116-1061

Ramsey  Coui  55105-2816

Dakota  Coun  55120-2600

Ramsey  Coui  55116-2113

Ramsey  Coui  55105-1143

Ramsey  Coui551l6-2422

Ramsey  Coui  55116-2403

Anoka  Count'  55304-7733

Ramsey  Coui  55105-1719

Ramsey  Coui  55105-1663

Ramsey  Coui  55105-2423

Ramsey  Coui  55116-1715
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Leonard  Nels  lnelson@916  651-246-815  2088JamesA  Sai

Pearson  m antonovic  651-269-935  1276Laurel/"Sa

Hanno  mhanno@att  763-607-621  1537  Eleanor  Sai

Rand  KelLyrandl22  651-808-145  1260  Ashlanc  Sai

GoodLund  goodbakk@yi  612-269-358  1721  Hampsl  Sai

Sandvik  bsandvikl5@651-315-3481873GraharrSai

Callahan  abbeycaltah;651-247-891400SelbyAvtSai

Sandvik  kthorsenl5@  507-358-308  1873  Graharr  Sai

tannerburani  651-253-844  400  SeLby  Ave Sai

Murphy  mboldtmurpr651-245-9161479Hague!Sai

losso  ken.iosso56(§  651-253-125  1886  Palace,  Sai

Sadnick  dustin.sadnit  608-888-888  1920  Bayard  Sa

Rosemark  djrosemark@  651-315-065  1805  Eleanor  Sai

TiLsen  gtilsen@gma  651-328-783  1740  Beechy  Sai

Janssen  gjanssen@m.  612-804-042  1822  Buerkle  Sai

Murray  danieljmurra612-597-9241977BerkeleSai

Haugee  ehaugee@ya  651-343-792  1009  Edmunt  Sai

Dircks  heatherdirck612-308-7611966JeffersoSai

Dougherty  annedougher651-260-91l2l18James7Sai

Rixen  cyclonestate  612-280-959  1900  Field  Av Sai

Axelson  daviaxelson(4  651-336-908  1783  Iglehart  Sai

Morrissette  chrismorrisst612-366-7'l21703JeffersoSai
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kathleen.sch678-788-3371715StanforiSaintPaul  MN

camilacarrol651-329-1781332KENNE-SaintPaul  MN

jrjchuck@ms  612-889-306  2057  Lincoln  Saint  PauL  MN

Amandajo86:651-757-569971Scheffer  SaintPaul  MN

mcbatt@mat651-769-5531096RydeStSaintPauL  MN
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Ramsey  Coui  55105-2219

Ramsey  Coot  55all6-2847

Dakota  Coun  55118-4153

Ramsey  Coui  55105-1316

Ramsey  Coui  55104-6927

Ramsey  Coui  55116-2265

Ramsey  Coui  55104-6910

Ramsey  Coui  55116-2457

RamseyCoui  55116-2619

Ramsey  Coui  55102-4508

Ramsey  Coui  55116-2619

Ramsey  Coui  55102-4510

Ramsey  Coui55104-6727

Ramsey  Coui  55105-1729

Ramsey  Coui  55116-1215

RamseyCoui  55116-1441

RamseyCoui  55116-2412

Ramsey  Coui  55110-5245

Ramsey  Coui  55105-1633

Ramsey  Coui  55104-2624

Ramsey  Coui  55105-1603

Ramsey  Coui  55105-1316

RamseyCoui  55116-2673

Ramsey  Coui  55104-5215

RamseyCoui  55105-2053

Ramsey  Coui  55105-2041

Ramsey  Coui  55116-2606

Ramsey  Coui  55105-1455

Ramsey  Coui  55102-4013

Ramsey  Coui  55103-1038

Ramsey  Coui  55102-3709
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Scott
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Stephanie  Weiberg

Tom  Lauria

Trent

Holly

Mindy

Brager
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Flood

jillbradford7:  651-592-155  1648  Beechvi  Saint  Paul

mail@karisht  314-954-420  1770  Bayard Saant Paul

kiraLeek@gm 612-518-926  1998  Pinehur  Saint  PauL

tdbbuilders.t  651-489-913  475  Mount  Ci Saint  Paut

scott@curts:  651-283-081  1850  Wellest  Saint  Paul

elizabeth.sin  651-500-468  1731  Stanfori  Saint  PauL

katiebrooksd  651-491-343  1001Ashlanc  Saint  PauL

LinErinG@go  415-359-719  1199Ashtanc  Saint  PauL

johnston.blai65l-271-448  1459  Summit  Saint  Paul

johnfmoffatt:,  651-343-492  1665  Pinehur  Saint  Paul

sattier2100@  651-592-909  2100 Watson  Saint PauL

Allyhartle@c  651-698-313  322 Summit  l Saint Paul

tiffanyglauria  651-202-647  2040  Itasca  A Saint  Paul

jstok@yahot  651-319-309  1216  ashlanc  Saint  Paul

Stephaniestc  651-402-545  1949Wellesl  Saint  Paul

tjlauria@8mi  651-245-634  2040 Itasca  A Saint Paul

trent.bra8er(i  651-403-193  516 Fairview  Saint Paul

holLykay.b@g 651-600-853  554  G(endale  Saint  Paul

mindy.werne  651-855-862  1701  Stanfori  Saint  Paul

MN

MN

MN

MN

MN

MN

MN

MN

MN

MN

MN

MN

MN

MN

MN

MN

MN

MN

MN

Ramsey  Coui  55116-2410

RamseyCoui  55116-1436

RamseyCoui  55116-1339

RamseyCoui  55105-1325

Ramsey  Coui  55105-1615

Ramsey  Coui  55105-2041

Ramsey  Coui  55104-7002

RamseyCoui  55104-6949

Ramsey  Coui  55105-2240

Ramsey  Coui  55116-2159

RamseyCoui  55116-1146

Ramsey  Coui55102-2124

Ramsey  Coui  55116-2511

Ramsey  Coui  55104-6909

Ramsey  Coui  55105-1619

RamseyCoui  55116-2511

RamseyCoui  55116-1466

Ramsey  Coui  55104-5016

Ramsey  Coui55l05-2041



From: Michael Ortner
To: *CI-StPaul_LH-Licensing
Subject: Clairview Holdings, LLC dba Groveland Tap License Application # DSIBLLIQ-000561-2026
Date: Monday, March 9, 2026 12:00:01 PM
Attachments: GLT Webpage 3-5-26.pdf

You don't often get email from mortner01@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

Re License Application # DSIBLLIQ-000561-2026

 Ms. Vang:

I attended the license hearing for Clairview Holdings, LLC dba Groveland Tap that you presided over on
March 5 of this year. I was unaware of the license application until March 1, 2025, so I missed the
comments deadline of February 28. I attended the hearing to get an idea of what the issues surrounding
the license applications were. After attending the hearing, hearing the testimony of the affected persons,
and reviewing documents in the license application file available online, I decided to accept your invitation
for additional comments offered at the end of the hearing. I am in opposition to the granting of the
requested liquor licenses. I am neutral on the issue of the gambling license.

I do not live   within the notification range (which partially explains my lack of knowledge of the
applications) but have lived in the broader neighborhood for more than 20 years – first on Ashland
Avenue and now on Portland Avenue since December 2010. During that time, I have been to the
Groveland Tap enough times to have “regular” status. What follows is a synopsis of what I took away
from the hearing on March 5 and review of the documents in the file, and the reasons they led me to
oppose the requested   liquor licenses. And to the extent that I may use some legal terms,   it is not
because I am some crackpot who watches reruns of “Law and Order” every night. It is because I have
been a practicing litigation attorney for more than 20 years. I am sending this email from my personal
account rather than my business   account because I am speaking as a resident of St Paul and of the
neighborhood rather than in my professional capacity.

 1) Conditions on Current License. The most significant and troubling thing that was brought up in the
hearing was Applicant’s request to remove the existing conditions number 1 through 7 on the current
license. As an initial matter, it is important to note that neither the Notice letter sent to neighbors nor the
Notice of Licensing Hearing indicate that removal of the existing conditions was under consideration.
They indicate only that adding a gambling license and full liquor license were under consideration.
Removal of the conditions appears to not have been brought up until it was done so orally at the hearing.
As one of the persons testifying  in opposition to the application noted, this seems to be a bit of a bait-
and-switch. More importantly, this brings up a question of due process because persons affected by
removal of the conditions were not given fair notice and opportunity to be heard on the issue. And it is
very possible, and even likely, that there are persons who do not object to the gambling and liquor
licenses but would object to the removal of the conditions, all of which have effects on, and appear to be
in place for the benefit of, neighbors and the neighborhood.

  In fact, it is puzzling why Applicant would have any objections to the conditions in the first place. The
conditions do not impose any undue burdens on the business. They merely require the business to keep
the premises clean and orderly and to be proactive in keeping noise to a reasonable level. These are
things that a responsible business owner would take steps to ensure under any circumstances. Condition
#2 restricting the hours of service on the patio does pose a minor burden on Applicant, and that will be
addressed later in this correspondence.

 Applicant and her contingent at the hearing voiced the opinion that the conditions should not have been
imposed because they were based on “what-if” situations. But the written objections submitted by
members of the neighborhood show that those “what-ifs” have manifested as realities, with Groveland
Tap patrons causing inordinate amounts of noise on the patio and as they come and go and that is not
being controlled by staff. Patrons are also leaving cigarette butts and other litter around the premises that
is not cleaned up on a daily basis by restaurant employees. If anything, then, the conditions should not be
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eliminated but rather strengthened. 

 It is dubious, to say the least, that Applicant claims she agreed to the conditions under duress and that
they were unilaterally imposed by the City. Persons objecting to the application testified that the
conditions were arrived at through agreement after meetings/hearings with the City and with the
Macalester Groveland Community Council. I urge the licensing board to review the files from the license
application for the patio at the business to determine the circumstances under which the conditions were
imposed. I understand from testimony at the hearing that an IT problem may have resulted in some files
being lost. But perhaps the MacGrove Council will have relevant files in its records. Applicant should not
be permitted to use the current license application as a basis for overturning conditions that were
legitimately applied in the patio licensing process.

 2. Capital Improvements Made by Applicant. Applicant made a point of informing the persons present
at the hearing that she had spent $2.4 million remodeling the premises of the business, as well as
additional funds to buy the corner lot and convert it to a parking lot for the business (although there was
also testimony that the purchase of the lot was partially funded by a community council). But these
expenditures are irrelevant to the present inquiry.

 The money for the lot and the remodel were not spent by Applicant for the benefit of the neighborhood.
They were calculated expenditures made because Applicant believed (probably correctly) that they would
result in a positive return on investment in the long run. And in the short run they most likely benefit
Applicant through tax benefits for these business expenses. The expenditures were made for Applicant’s
personal financial benefit, not for the benefit of the community, and are not a basis for sympathy or
special consideration in this licensing process.

  3. Hours of Operation. Under the applied-for licenses, the business would be required to close at
midnight with all customers off premises by 12:30 a.m. Applicant testified that that her current license
permits the business to remain open until 1:00 a.m. so this “reduction in hours” is a sacrifice she is willing
to accept in order to get the license approved. But in reality, applicant is not making any sacrifice at all.

 Attached is a screenshot from the Groveland Tap website. The website states that the hours of operation
are until 10:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday, until 11:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday, and until 9:00 p.m.
on Sunday. And experience proves this to be correct. While the license permits the business to remain
open until 1:00 a.m., ever since the pandemic and the remodel, the hours of operation have been as
stated on the website. So Applicant is not sacrificing any hours of operation by obtaining the new
licenses.

  In fact, based on Applicant’s desire to have condition #2 limiting the hours of operation on the patio
removed, it is fair to infer that if the new licenses are granted, then Applicant intends to expand the hours
of operation, including operations on the patio, to as late as the closing time of midnight. This would result
in additional noise adversely affecting the Berkley Avenue and Howell Street neighbors even later into the
evenings. Noise generated by the patio is one of the primary issues raised by the numerous persons who
submitted objections to the license applications. Granting the license would most certainly exacerbate
those problems, and by extension adversely affect property values.

 4. Testimony of Supporters. The testimony of persons supporting the grant of the new licenses added
little to the conversation. Those persons effectively stated that they have enjoyed going to the Groveland
Tap for years and that Applicant operates a good business. But that alone is not grounds for granting the
licenses sought, especially when so many neighbors who would be affected by the grant of the licenses
have voiced objections.

 One exception to the above was the gentleman who testified that because he is diabetic, he cannot drink
wine or beer so he would appreciate a place nearby where he can go to have a hard liquor drink.
Regardless of a person’s reason for preferring liquor to beer and wine, the fact remains that there are
numerous other businesses in the immediate and extended vicinity that offer hard liquor drinks, including
Estelle (which is right across the street from Groveland Tap), Plum’s, Pauly’s Pub, and Tiffany. So there
is neither a shortage of nor a need for another liquor bar/restaurant in the neighborhood. 



 The aforementioned gentleman also testified that he recently drove to Northeast Minneapolis to patronize
an establishment that has a four-season patio like the Groveland Tap but that also serves hard liquor. A
four-season patio is such a luxury in Minnesota that it cannot be considered an entitlement that would
provide the basis for a grant of a full liquor license. Furthermore, there are plenty of restaurants/bars
offering patios open on a weather-permitting basis and full liquor in fairly close proximity to the Groveland
Tap, including the aforementioned Pauly’s Pub, Sweeney’s, Gabe’s, and Bay Street Burger Dive just to
name a few. 

  5. Testimony of Objectors. The testimony of the persons objecting to the licenses was far more
compelling. Persons testifying at the hearing, as well as persons who submitted written/email objections,
voiced genuine complaints and concerns about the increase in noise from the Groveland Tap that has
been experienced since the patio opened. One gentleman testified that there is a constant din audible
from his backyard between 5:00 and 8:00 p.m. most nights, and that after 8:00 loud voices from the patio
are still frequently heard. He also testified that the television screen on the patio is visible from the
backyards of Berkeley Avenue homes. And during the day, large delivery trucks are coming down the
alley at all hours causing noise and congestion, and four times a year crews on the roof cleaning the
cooking vents cause loud noises all night long. Neighbors are subjected to constant odors from the
business’s kitchen and from the fireplace on the patio, so much so that they cannot even keep their
home’s windows open during warm weather months. Parking in the neighborhood immediately
surrounding the restaurant is very difficult to find even with the business’s current operational structure.
And the written objections make very valid arguments that granting the licenses will adversely affect
property values in the neighborhood. 

 The intent of Applicant in obtaining the requested licenses is to increase her income by increasing the
volume of customers coming to the business and extending the hours that the business is open. That
being the case, it is impossible to present a logical argument that the licenses will not result in significant
exacerbation of the already serious noise, congestion, smoke/odor, and parking problems being
experienced by neighbors.

  The ability of the neighbors of the Groveland Tap to enjoy their homes has already been adversely
affected by the remodel and the opening of the patio. But the right of the neighbors to enjoy their homes
without additional disruption from the Groveland Tap is greater than the right of the Applicant to earn a
few more dollars or the privilege of potential customers to have another place to go to drink liquor. For
this reason, the requested liquor licenses should be denied.

 6. Gambling and St. Paul Hockey Association. There was much testimony concerning whether the
Applicant’s chosen charitable organization for gambling proceeds – the St. Paul Hockey Association – is
actually worthy or in need of the additional funds. This testimony was irrelevant. If the Hockey Association
is a charitable organization approved by the State to receive gambling proceeds, then it must be accepted
as a worthy recipient. A fair argument can be made that any gambling proceeds would be better
earmarked for more pressing societal problems – such as aiding victims of domestic abuse, helping those
struggling with substance-use disorders, providing food and shelter for the underprivileged, or assisting
the oppressed members of our immigrant communities – rather than helping more children participate in
an extra-curricular activity. But Applicant is entitled to choose whatever charity she chooses and that is
approved by the State. But if a license permitting gambling is issued, there should be a related condition
requiring maximum recycling of paper pull tabs. 

 7. Who Will Benefit from the Granting of the Licenses? The testimony at the hearing was notably
lacking in content on who would benefit if the licenses are granted. There was no testimony that the
licenses would create more jobs. Common sense says that one or two people will need to be hired,
probably on a part-time basis, to work the pull tab booth if, in fact, pull tabs are sold from a booth. But if
pull tabs are sold strictly from machines or by the bartender then no new jobs will be created.

  Applicant testified that selling liquor and permitting gambling would meet the evolving habits of
consumers, who are drinking less beer/wine and want an “experience” when they go out. But meeting the
needs and desires of potential customers as a public service is not Applicant’s motive. Her motive is
additional income for herself that will be realized if the requested licenses are granted. And St. Paul
already has no shortage of establishments (some of which are noted above and located in the same



neighborhood) that provide both full liquor sales and on-site gambling. So granting the licenses would not
be filling a need for the community.  

 Obviously the St. Paul Hockey Association will benefit if the gambling license is granted.

 But the only people who will genuinely benefit from the granting of the liquor licenses is Applicant herself
and any shareholder (if there are any) of Clairview Holdings, LLC, who will make more money. Perhaps
the general manager of the Groveland Tap will benefit if his pay is tied to profits or revenue. (Presumably
the third person who represented Applicant at the hearing is an attorney, who is paid by the hour and gets
paid regardless of what happens with the license applications.)

  (The City, of course, would also benefit from increased sales tax revenue. But one would shudder to
think that the City would willfully permit residents and property owners to have their quality of life so
adversely affected just so the City can gain a little more tax revenue. Furthermore, those sales tax
revenue increases would arguably be offset by decreased property tax revenue.)

 8. Who Will be Harmed if the Licenses are Granted? As discussed above, the numerous St. Paul
residents who live in close proximity will definitely be harmed by the increased noise, congestion, odors,
lack of parking, and decreased property values that Applicant must fully expect to result from the
issuance of the licenses.  

 At the hearing, Applicant stated that these problems are part and parcel to the “density” associated with
urban living and that neighbors inherently accepted these problems by moving into the neighborhood.
Applicant may have even indicated (this writer’s recollection is unclear)  that she lives in St. Paul and puts
up with the same problems. Applicant’s statements ring hollow.

 The problems complained of by the neighbors at the hearing and in written submission did not exist until
the Groveland Tap’s patio opened three years ago. The neighbors have lived and owned property in the
neighborhood for far longer than three years. And, as mentioned at the hearing, the building housing the
Groveland Tap existed as a bar/restaurant for upwards of 70 years with no such problems until the patio
opened. When they moved in or bought their homes, the neighbors had no reason to expect that the
Groveland Tap would make changes that so drastically and unfavorably affected their quality of life.

 Additionally, Applicant does not have to put up with similar problems where she lives. A quick review of
public records available for free on the internet shows that Applicant lives in Minneapolis and in a very
upscale neighborhood that, it is safe to say, will never be affected by issues associated with urban
density. (I will not, of course, disclose Applicant’s home address in this public document. But if the City or
Applicant want to know how I found this information in less than five minutes, I will gladly tell.) So not only
is it disingenuous for Applicant to say that the neighbors agreed to the problems that her actions have
caused when she herself is fully insulated from such problems, but also Applicant’s statements in that
regard strongly suggest a “let them eat cake” attitude towards the affected neighbors.

 9. Alleged Past Failures on Part of City. Applicant testified that she has been damaged in the past by
the City’s failure to process her license applications, pointing to a time in 2022 or 2023 when the business
had to cordon off the current bar area because the City allegedly mis-processed the liquor license as
related to the remodel of the premises. Applicant may have raised this past event as a way to garner
sympathy or as a way of venting past frustrations, but either way it is irrelevant. The business currently
has the liquor license applied for at that time even if there was a slight delay in finalizing it.

 But it also bears noting that the testimony of Applicant casts doubt on whether the City actually made any
mistake. Applicant asserted that she has owned the entire building for 30 years so there should have
been no issues concerning expansion of the business within the building. (In reality, applicant does not
own the building. The building is owned by Macgrove Properties, LLC, a limited liability company of which
Applicant presumably is a member.) When asked clarifying questions by the hearing officer, Applicant
simply iterated that she owns the entire building.

 But when the young gentleman sitting at the far end of the hearing officer’s table mentioned that there
used to be other businesses whose former spaces were taken over by the restaurant during the remodel,



Applicant finally admitted that there were two other businesses in the building – a comic book shop and a
hair salon – whose leased spaces became part of the expanded restaurant. And it became clear after
further discussion that the bar area of the restaurant had formerly been on the east wall of the space but
was moved as part of the remodel to the west end of the building where the hair salon had been. At that
point, the licensing officer seated at the hearing officer’s table commented indicating that moving the bar
from one area of the space to an area that had not previously been part of the restaurant requires special
licensing considerations.

  To the casual and even somewhat informed observer, this suggests that Applicant at the time of the
remodel mistakenly believed that she could put the bar anywhere she liked in the space because she
owned the entire building, so she did not take that into account when applying for remodel-related
licenses. When in fact, moving the bar to the space on the opposite end of the building formerly occupied
by the salon required a special license application that Applicant failed to obtain at the appropriate time.
In that case, it was Applicant’s error, not that of the City, that resulted in the temporary inability to use the
bar. 

 Conclusion. Granting the requested licenses would not fill any unmet need in the neighborhood or in St.
Paul at large. The only certain   results of granting the licenses would be that Applicant would realize
increased income at the expense of residents and property owners living near the Groveland Tap.
Applicant certainly has the right to operate her business, but the City is under no obligation to ensure that
she maximizes her profits. Especially when her additional profits come at the expense of taxpaying St.
Paul residents.

 Because the quality of the lives of the numerous St. Paul residents who will be adversely affected by the
grant of the full liquor license are of greater importance than additional income for Applicant, the equities
of the situation require that the requested liquor license be denied.

 

 

Michael Ortner

1823 Portland Avenue #2

St Paul, MN 55104

(651) 621-4191
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From: Stephanie Shimp
To: *CI-StPaul_LH-Licensing
Cc: #CI-StPaul_Ward3; *CI-StPaul_Mayor
Subject: Groveland Tap license application
Date: Tuesday, March 10, 2026 11:44:59 PM
Attachments: blueplate.letter.3.9.26.docx (2).pdf

Please see the attached letter regarding the recent liquor license and charitable gaming license
application for Groveland Tap. 

Best Regards,

Stephanie Shimp
Blue Plate Restaurant Company
612-916-0166

I may not get to your email for 48 hours. If it is a time sensitive matter and requires my immediate
attention, please text or call me. Thank you.

mailto:Stephanie@blueplateco.com
mailto:LH-Licensing@ci.stpaul.mn.us
mailto:Ward3@ci.stpaul.mn.us
mailto:Mayor@ci.stpaul.mn.us



March 10, 2026 
 
Legislative Hearing Officer Vang,  
 
Thank you for your questions and inquiry during the hearing about the liquor license and 
charitable gambling license during our hearing on March 5th.    
 
Our application represents an important moment for Mayor Kaohly Her’s motto that St. Paul is 
“Open for Business”. The restrictions that have been placed on Groveland Tap simply because 
of vocal neighbors, creates a challenge for urban dining and a bar and restaurant site that has 
continuously operated since 1939. 
 
As an owner and hands on operator for over 30 years in the city of St. Paul the challenges for 
our industry have never been greater.  The conditions that were placed on our license in 2026 
were done so without considering the consistency of our operation, or our track record without 
violations. 
 
In an era where too often the loudest voices are the only ones heard, it is important to have 
consistency in regulation and enforcement for businesses. Therefore it is our request that none 
of the conditions of our license from 2023 be retained.  
 
When we renovated in 2022, our improvements required no variances or special zoning 
exceptions. That’s why it doesn’t make sense that we would have restrictive conditions on our 
license. Our property is zoned for our operations, and we are concerned that a handful of 
neighbors have organized out of a grudge rather than because of any issues. 
 
As stated, we continue to go above and beyond by plowing the alley, donating to the 
neighborhood and supporting our local schools and teams only to be unfairly targeted by 
powerful and connected neighbors. 
 
Instead, we propose that we be provided an opportunity to operate without conditions that are 
more restrictive than any other neighborhood bar or restaurant in the city. 
 
These are challenging times for hospitality, and locally owned small businesses should be given 
as many opportunities for success as possible against non-local ownership that now dominates 
hospitality. Please have staff reach out with any questions.  
 
Thank you,  
 
Stephanie Shimp 
Owner, Groveland Tap  
1834 St Clair Ave 
 
CC: ​ Mayor Kaohly Her 
​ Council Member Saura Jost 
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