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CALLER REPORTING FIRE IN THE PORCH. SQUAD #1'S CREW ARRIVED TC FIND HEAVY FIRE SHOWING ON THE "C" SIDE OF THE HOME, SQUAD #1'S CREW
PULLED A PRE-CONNECTTED HOSE LINE AND EXTIGHUISHED THE FIRE. MINIMAL EXTENSION INSIDE OF THE HOME, EXTENSION OF FIRE CONSISTED MAINLY

OF THE HOME'S EXTERIOR SIDING ON THE "C" AND "D" SIDE.

ENGINE #17'S GREW PROVIDED A BACK-UP HOSE LINE. ENGINE #4 WAS WATER SUPPLY TO ENGINE #17 AND SQUAD #1. ENGINE #4'S CREWALSQO PULLED A

PRE-CONNECTTED HOSE LINE TO THE SECOND FLOOR TO CHECK FOR EX

TENSION, LADDER #7'S CREW GONDUCTED A PRIMARY AND SECOND SEARCH OF

THE HOMES THREE FLOORS. ENGINE #7'S CREW ASSUMED R.1T. ON SIDE *A*, TURNED OFF THE UTILITIES, AND LADDERED THE HOME FOR A SECONDARY

MEANS OF EGREES,

RED CROSS WAS CALLED FOR THE RESIDENT IN THE UPPER UNIT DUE TO SMOKE AND AN INFANT OCCUPANT AS THE PARENTS DID NOT WANT THE INFANT
AROUND THE RESIDUAL SMOKE, XGEL GAS AND ELECTRIG SECURED UTILITIES, FIRE INVESTIGATCR BLANK ON SCENE FOR FULL INVESTIGATION.




Saint Paul Fire Department
FIRE INCIDENT DISPOSITION

INCIDENT NUMBER: 16-37056 DATE OF INCIDENT: 10-28-2016
TIME QF INCIDENT: 0555 Hours POLTICE CASE #: N/A
INVESTIGATOR (s) : J. Blank

INCIDENT ADDRESS:

666 Sims Avenue, Apartment #1, Saint Paul, MN 55106

OCCUPANT NAME:

Unknown PHONE : Unknown

OWNER NAME:

Alex Bendetov PHONE:651-468-5221

ADDRESS OF OWNER:

16625 Redmond Way, Apartment #M370, Redmond, WA 98052

DROPERTY DAMAGED: Tri-Plex AREA OF ORIGIN:Kitchen Range Hood

DAMAGE ESTIMATE: Building %$5,000 Vehicle 3 Other (Describe) §

VALUE: Building $130,500 Vehicle $ Other (Describe) §

Damage Estimate £500

CONTENTS ONLY:

INJURY/DEATH No [] Yes

(if yes, explain)

SMOKE DETECTOR, Smoke Detector Present: D4 ves 1 No [ Unknown

SPRINKLER, and Detector Functioning: [] Yes X No Unknown

CARBON MONOXIDE Sprinkler System Present: [] ves No [ ] Unknown

INFORMATION: sprinkler Heads activated: [ | Yes # 5] No [ ] Unknown
C.0 Detector Present: [] Yes [] No [XI Unknown

FIRE CAUSE Accidental [] Juvenile/Incendiary

CLASSIFICATION: [] Incendiary [] child (under 10 years old)
[] Natural [] undetermined
[ ] under Investigation

SYNOPSIS: The Fire Department was called to a report of a dwelling fire.
Firefighters arrived to find an exterior porch on fire.
Investigation determined that the fire started in the range
hood located within the inside of Apartment #1. The ignition
source was either electrical energy or mechanical friction from
an overheated fan motor. The first fuel ignited was wood, The
action that brought these items together was either due to an
electrical arc or a malfunctioning fan motor. The
classification of fire cause is accidental.

DISPOSITION: [[] E-mail only [] Hold Scene until approved

[ ] po NOT DEMOLISH until approved [X] Scene Released
[] analysis of Evidence Pending ! Report to Follow

DFSS Form #141 (12/19/2013)




PAGE 1 OF 3
FIRE INVESTIGATION REPORT
INCIDENT NO: 16-37056 DATE: 10/28/2016 TIME: 0555 HOURS
ADDRESS: 666 SIMS AVENUE INSURANCE CO: UNKNOWN
DAMAGE ESTIMATE: $5,500

SYNOPSIS: On Friday, October 28, 2016, at approximately 0555 hours, the Saint Paul Fire
Department responded to a report of a dwelling fire. The location of the incident was 666 Sims
Avenue. Upon the arrival of the fire department, firefighters stretched hand-lines and quickly
extinguished the fire, Upon my arrival, fire extinguishment and search and rescue were
underway. The origin of the fire appeared to be in the area of the kitchen range hood located in
the southwest corner of the structure. The classification of fire cause is accidental.

PEOPLE: Property Owner, ALEX BENDETOV, 16625 Redmond Way, Apartment #M370,
Redmond, WA 98052, 651-468-5221.

Witness, TIFFANI S. BROOKS, 660 Sims Avenue, Saint Paul, MN 55106, 651-403-2425, DOB
01/15/1998.

0-1-1 Caller/Witness:

BACKGROUND: I received notification of the fite via the Communications Center at
approximately 0555 hours. I responded to the incident scene and artived at approximately 0605
hours. Squad #1 was the first arriving fire department vehicle. At the time of my arrival, fire
extinguishment and search and rescue were complete. At the time of the fire, the visibility was
clear, the temperature was approximately 49°F, and the winds were calm.

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION: The firc damaged structure is a three-story brick triplex. The
foundation is sandstone. The exterior walls are covered with brick. The structure bas a pitched
roof covered with asphalt shingles. The interior walls were covered with plaster and lath, The
structure measutes approximately 35 feet wide by 65 feet deep. The structure faces north and
runs north to south. '

EXTERIOR EXAMINATION: Visual examination of the north side of structure showed no
signs of smoke or fire damage. The front door was found in the open position upon the arrival of
firefighters.

Observations of the east side of the structure showed no signs of smoke or fire damage.

Inspection of the south side of the structure revealed no signs of smoke or fire damage. The
electric for the structure entered the structure on the south side. There were two meters located
closest to the south wall but neither had a meter installed in the housing. There was heavy rusting



Fire Investigation Report
666 Sims Avenue
Page Two

running from the weather-head down towards where the meters would have been installed. No
signs of arcing were seen.

Examination of the west side of the structure revealed a small wood framed porch with a
clapboard siding addition located on the first floor in the southwest corer of the structure, There
were signs of heavy fire involvement located in this small addition to the structure and there was
a large vector pattern exiting this small porch door starting at about the two foot level below the
door frame and extending into the roof line.

INTERIOR EXAMINATION: Observations of the enclosed wooden porch focated on the
southwest corner of the structure revealed that the door was found in the closed position with fire
venting out of the top of the doorframe, The door lock appeared intact and showed no signs of
damage, and was found in the closed but unlocked position. Interior examination of the porch
revealed heavy fire damage throughout,

There was an observable vector pattern approximately five feet off the floor that was located on
the cast wall of the enclosed porch which had been built against the exterior west wall of the
structure. [nvestigation revealed that the fire came from within this wall and traveled into the
area of the exterior porch. Located in the area of origin were several electrical wire connections
that showed signs of arcing. These wire connections were not located inside a junction box. Fire
damage continued towards the interior of the structure through a ventilation duct that led toa
stove top range hood. Tnspection of the damage on both sides of the exposed wiring revealed
heavier fire damage on the side of the wall inside the enclosed porch as opposed to coming from
the range hood itself.

Observations of the interior kitchen range hood revealed fire damage to the underside of the
range hood in a vector pattern that was consistent with a fire traveling from the wall space
towards the interior of the kitchen. Inspection of the stove located below and the oven showed
that there was no smoke or fire damage and appeared in good condition.

Inspection of the rest of the first floor of the downstairs unit showed no other signs of fire
damage outside of the damage done to the range hood and a cabinet located above and alongside
the range hood. There was a light smoke condition present throughout the downstairs unit.

Observations of the second and third floor units revealed no fire damage. Both the second and
third floor units suffered light smoke damage throughout.

Inspection of the basement revealed no smoke or fire damage. Observations of the water heaters
and furnace showed no signs of smoke or fire damage and all appeared in good condition.
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Examination of the fuse panel showed no signs of smoke or fire damage and appeared in good
condition. Observations of the fuses showed that none of them were burned out and the main
power switch was found in the off position after firefighters controlled the power.

INTERVIEWS: Witness, TIFFANI S. BROOKS, stated in person on Friday, October 28, 2016:
e 1 was sleeping on the couch facing the house that caught fire when I saw a flickering light.

e 1initially rolled over on the couch because I thought it was someone having a barbecue or rec
fire next door.

o [ then smelled smoke and realized that that didn't seem riéht and I sat up.

e Tcould then see a lot of fire exiting the door to the porch located on the side of the house.

s The entire porch was on fire and then I called my mom who was upstairs and she called 911,
¢ We then ran next-door and pounded on the door and got everyone out of the house.

The occupant who was located in the downstairs apartment #1 was on scene initially, but was
unable to be located for an interview about 45 minutes after the arrival of the fire department,

PHOTOGRAPHS/SKETCH: Digital photographs wete taken.
EVIDENCE: No evidence was collected.

CONCLUSION: After examination of the fire scene and fire pattetns of both movement and
intensity observed as well as interviews conducted, my conclusion is this fire originated in the
wall space located in the west wall closest to the south wall in the area of the kitchen range hood.
The ignition source was electrical energy. The first fuel ignited was wire insulation. The action
that brought these items together was arcing due to electrical connections taking place outside of
a junction box. The classification of fire cause is accidental.

dtigator, A Shift, 11/1/2016



