




















City Council of Saint Paul
15 Kellogg Blvd West
Saint Paul, MN 55102

Dear Councilmember ﬁ' @ 4 Lt LS )

I oppose the expansion of the Twin Cities German Immersion charter School (TCGIS), and
specifically the demolition of the former St. Andrew’s church, a historically significant building
in the Warrendale neighborhood of St. Paul that contributes to the architectural richness and
charm of our city.

TCGIS' plan was developed with no meaningful community input, creates safety and traffic
issues, adversely changes the character of the neighborhood, doesn’t promote diversity (the
school is 87% white vs. 29% for neighborhood schools), is opposed by the St. Paul Federation of
Teachers and NAACP, and—out of lack of empathy—destroys the symbolic heart of
Warrendale, the former St. Andrew’s church. Designed in 1927 by St. Paul’s first city architect,
author of St. Paul’s first building code, and noted progressive, Charles A, Hausler, The
neighborhood is small, so their plan to destroy the historic St. Andrew’s church would have an
outsized affect.

[ urge you to vote against the expansion plan proposed by TCGIS. My hope is that your vote
would encourage TCGIS to work with the community on a better plan,

The Heritage Preservation Commission voted that St, Andrew’s IS HISTORICALLY
SIGNIFICANT AND SHOULD BE SAVED. This decision was then reviewed by the Minnesota
State Historic Preservation Office which agreed—St. Andrew’s is a special place. I urge you to
respect the recommendation of two respected preservation agencies.

Instead of collaboration, CGIS has lobbied city officials, hired a PR firm, and high-powered
lawyers. TCGIS claims the building was “abandoned,” and may be abandoned again if their plan
isn’t approved. Both of those claims are false. Or that neighbors “weaponized” preservation
against TCGIS, which is also untrue. According to the National Historic Preservation Act,
“Historic designations are one of the best forms of legal protection a historic place can have, A
place’s owner, a preservation organization, or a member of the community who values the
resource usually initiates the application for historic designation”.

If the historic St. Andrew’s is lost, so 1s opportunity for collaboration and compromise.
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City Council of Saint Paul
15 Kellogg Blvd West
Saint Paul, MN 55102

Dear Councilmember Y

| oppose the expansion of th!l’win Cities German Immersion charter School (TCGIS), and
specifically the demolition of the former St. Andrew’s church, a historically significant building
in the Warrendale neighborhood of St. Paul that contributes to the architectural richness and
charm of our city.

= According to the National Historic Preservation Act, “A place’s owner, a preservation
organization, or a member of the community who values the resource usually initiates
the application for historic designation”. Citizens can nominate important buildings for
historic designation—that’s the law.

»  Demolition of St. Andrew’s would forever atter the character of a small, historic
neighborhood and destroys a significant St. Paul historic landmark.

= The TCGIS choice to expand its enrollment is opposed by the St. Paul Federation of
Teachers and NAACP. Public charter schools are exempt from the same anti-segregation
laws that public schools such as SPPS must follow.

= TCGIS has elected to expand it’s enroliment, resulting in their desire to demolish St.
Andrew’s. There are better options.

» |n Saint Paul, there are examples of former churches reused for performance spaces,
homes, and a charter school. There is a better plan. The environmental rewards of
adaptive reuse are significant. The greenest building is the ane already standing.

»  St. Andrew’s deserves to be valued, not leveled. In the AJA Guide to Twin Cities
Architecture, retired Pioneer Press writer Larry Millet called out St Andrew’s as one of
the best local examples of period revival.

»  The demolition of St. Andrew’s violates the city and neighborhood comprehensive plans.

The legacy of the demolition of an eligible historic site would be permanent and sets a terrible
precedent. St. Andrew’s is irreplaceable. If St. Andrew’s is needlessly lost, so is opportunity for
collaboration and compromise.
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