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Readers’ Advisory?? 

• Reference services for readers 

• Nonfiction and fiction 

• Matching readers to books and books to 

readers 



Traditional Tools 



Traditional Tools 



Traditional Tools 



Traditional Tools 



“New” Tools 

• NoveList Plus 

• BookLens 

• BookLetters 



NoveList Plus 



NoveList Plus: Author Search 



NoveList Plus: Read-Alikes 



NoveList Plus: Similar Titles 



NoveList Plus: Similar Authors 



NoveList Plus: Category Browse 



NoveList Plus: Category Browse 



NoveList Plus: In the Catalog 



BookLens 

• Created by researchers from the 

University of Minnesota Computer 

Sciences department. 

• Reading “recommender” system that can 

be embedded in library catalogs. 



Recommender Systems 



Recommender Systems 



MovieLens 



BookLens 



Not logged in = Average rating 



Logged in = Your rating 



Predictions based on ratings 



Coming Soon: Recommended Titles 

 



BookLetters 

• Email subscriptions 

• Created by BookLetters staff 

• Created by SPPL staff 



BookLetters 



Web Pages + Newsletters 



Booked in Saint Paul 


