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Agreement PUBW2024-08R

RAMSEY COUNTY
COOPERATIVE AND MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT

WITH THE CITY OF SAINT PAUL FOR
Reconstruction of Rice Street (County State Aid Highway 51) 

between Pennsylvania Avenue and Wheelock Parkway
S.P 062-649-055; S.A.P 164-020-171;

Total Project Cost:  $39,059,066 Attachments:
City of St Paul Cost:  $ 6,491,792.32 A – Engineer’s Estimate

B – Storm Sewer Ownership

This Cooperative and Maintenance Agreement (“Agreement’) is between the City of Saint 
Paul, a municipal corporation ("City") and Ramsey County, a political subdivision of the 
State of Minnesota, ("County") for the reconstruction of Rice Street between Pennsylvania 
Avenue and Wheelock Parkway (“Project”).

RECITALS

1. The Project is identified in County’s 2023 – 2027 Transportation Improvement
Program.

2. Rice Street, in the area affected by reconstruction, is designated County State Aid
Highway (CSAH) 49.

3. The Project has been designated by the Minnesota Department of Transportation
(Mn/DOT) as eligible for County State Aid Highway funds.

4. The Project received Federal funding from Mn/DOT.

5. The Project has been designated as State Aid Project S.P. 062-649-055 and
S.A.P. 164-020-171.

6. The Project road segment is located within the City.

7. The joint powers agreement between the County and the City, County Resolution 93-
643 and City Council Fil 93-1974, details maintenance responsibilities and costs on the
County road system in the City.
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AGREEMENTS

1. Responsibility for Design Engineering

1.1.Plans, specifications, and proposals will be prepared in accordance with MnDOT
State Aid requirements. 

1.2.The County will prepare plans, specifications, and proposals for the Project, which 
will include, among other things, the proposed reconstruction, alignment, profiles, 
grades, cross sections, paving, concrete curb and gutter, medians, storm sewer, 
storm water treatment and infiltration basins, pedestrian curb ramps, turf 
establishment, traffic signals, street lighting, accessible pedestrian signals, and 
utility replacement and adjustments. 

1.3.Plans for the Project showing proposed construction will be presented to the City 
and will be on file at County’s Public Works Department.

1.4.Any costs associated with Project revisions after the completion of plans and 
specifications will be paid for by the party requesting the revisions. Revisions are 
subject to approval by the County.

2. Responsibility for the Right of Way Plan and Acquisition

2.1.The parties have previously entered into Ramsey County Cooperative Agreement
PW2023-14 dated September 18, 2023 (the “Right of Way Cooperative 
Agreement”). The Right of Way Cooperative Agreement sets forth the parties’ 
responsibilities for the preparation of aright of way acquisition plan showing 
easements and other property interests required for construction of the Project, 
and the acquisition of such proposed easements and right of way, in accordance 
with MnDOT State Aid standards .   

3. Procurement and Award of Contract

3.1.The County will take bids in accordance with state law and County procedures.

3.2.The County will prepare an abstract of bids and a cost participation summary to
the City based on either a lowest responsible bid or a value based bid. 

3.3.The County will request the City’s concurrence to award a contract to the lowest 
responsible bidder. The County will consult with the City before bidding to 
determine whether a low bid or best value contract will be awarded.  

3.4.The County will award a contract and pay the contractor from Federal funding,
County State Aid Highway, Municipal State Aid Street and City funds identified for 
the Project.  
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4. Responsibility for Construction Engineering

4.1.The County shall perform or contract the performance of the construction
engineering for all elements of the Project.

4.2.The County will consult with City with regard to change orders and the use of any 
contingency funding. 

. 

5. Project Costs

5.1.Except as provided herein, the County and City will participate in the costs of
construction in accordance with the Ramsey County Cost Participation Policy 
approved in the 2023 – 2027 Ramsey County Transportation Improvement Plan. If
there is a conflict between the Cost Participation Policy and this Agreement, this 
Agreement will prevail. 

5.2.A list of the construction pay items and percentages of City funding responsibility 
as well as the City’s total estimated Project cost is attached hereto as Exhibit A
“Cost Participation Based on Engineer’s Estimate).” Quantities and unit prices in 
Exhibit A are estimates. Actual costs shall be based on the contract unit prices and 
the quantities constructed. Costs will be calculated after applying federal funding to 
the items.

5.3.Mobilization, Field Office, Erosion Control Supervisor, Traffic Control, Erosion 
Control Items (such as Storm Drain Inlet Protection, Water, Street Sweeper) are 
defined collectively as the “Prorated Items.” The City’s percentage of the Prorated 
Items is calculated as follows:

(City Cost excluding the Prorated Items Cost)
City % Prorated Items =  

(Total Project Cost excluding the Prorated Items Cost)

The costs in the Prorated Items calculation will be based on contract unit prices 
and quantities at the time of contract award. No adjustments in the percentages 
will be made if unit prices or quantities vary during construction. 

5.4.The City will supply signal cabinet and emergency vehicle preemption equipment
which will be paid for under a separate force account agreement and in 
accordance with the existing agreement between the City and state. Traffic 
equipment/supply costs will also include overhead and staffing costs.

5.5.Design Engineering Fees

5.5.1.The City shall pay County a design engineering fee equal to 12% of the 
identified project items as detailed in Exhibit A. 
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5.5.2.Design engineering fees shall be calculated based on the quantities and unit 
prices at the time of contract award.

5.6.Right of Way Acquisition Costs

5.6.1.Right of way acquisition costs will be split between City and County pursuant 
to the Right of Way Cooperative Agreement.

5.6.2 The City hereby grants to the County temporary construction easements
over, across and under all City-owned right of way and property within the Project
limits for use during construction, at no cost to the County, including, without 
limitation, over, across and under the City-owned properties located at the 
following addresses: 895, 995,1011, 1025, and 1500 Rice Street. 

5.6.3 The City previously conveyed the property located at 1199 Rice Street to the 
County. The County will pay the City half of the appraised value of 1199 Rice 
Street in consideration of such conveyance. The full appraised value is $240,000;
therefore, the County will pay the City the sum of $120,000. Such amount shall be 
credited against the final amounts due from the City pursuant to Section 6.2 of this 
Agreement

5.7.Construction Engineering Fees 

5.7.1.The City shall pay County a construction engineering fee equal to 12% of 
the identified project items as detailed in Exhibit A.

5.7.2.The City shall pay County a construction administration engineering fee 
equal to 2% of its share of City inspected items identified in Exhibit A. 

5.7.3.Construction engineering fees shall be calculated based on the final contract 
quantities and unit prices. 

6. Payment Schedule

6.1.Design engineering costs will be invoiced at the time of contract award or in April
2025, whichever is later. 

6.2.The County will invoice City for construction costs incurred on a monthly basis, or 
as determined by the payment schedule for the contractor, up to one quarter of the 
total amount of City participation in each of the calendar years 2025, 2026, and
2027, with the remainder of the balance to be invoiced in calendar year 2028. 

6.3.Construction engineering costs will be invoiced at the time of substantial project 
completion, as determined by the County.
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6.4.Payment will be made within 30 days of receipt of an invoice.

7. Ownership and Maintenance Responsibility for Project Elements

7.1.Ownership and Maintenance Responsibility: Roadway

7.1.1.The County will own and maintain the roadway and associated roadway 
elements location within the County Right of Way, except as detailed below.

7.2.Ownership and Maintenance Responsibility: Storm Sewer 

7.2.1.The County and City will own and maintain their respective elements of the 
storm sewer system in accordance with the City-County routine maintenance 
agreement individual National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permits, and Watershed District Maintenance agreements. 
Additionally, this Agreement does not alleviate either Agency of their NPDES 
reporting and operational obligations. Storm sewer system elements are
identified in Attachment B and as follows.  

7.2.2.The City shall own the following components of the storm sewer system:

i. Trunk line
ii. Trunk line manholes, including manholes which connect catch basins

and leads to the truck line
iii. Surface drains located inside City right-of-way and associated leads
iv. Trunk line outfalls

7.2.3.The County shall own the following components of the storm sewer system:

v. Catch basins
vi. Catch basin leads
vii. Cross-culverts
viii. Surface drains located within the County road right-of-way
ix. Stormwater treatment BMP

7.2.4.The City and County shall each maintain the components of the storm sewer 
system under their respective ownership. See Attachment B. 

7.3.The City will own and maintain the public sanitary sewer system. 

7.4.The City will own and maintain the street lights. 

7.5.The City will own and maintain boulevard trees. 

7.6.Ownership and Maintenance of the Sidewalk

7.10.1 The County will own the sidewalk and be responsible for major 
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maintenance and replacement at the end of its useful life. The City shall be 
responsible for all maintenance, including but not limited to patching, snow 
and ice control, debris removal, vegetation control, and settlement 
adjustments. Sidewalk maintenance will be accomplished in accordance 
with City policies and ordinances. 

7.10.2 The County will own the trail and be responsible for major  
maintenance and replacement at the end of its useful life. The County may enter 
into a reimbursable maintenance agreement with the City responsible for some or 
all of the following maintenance activities: minor patching, snow and ice control, 
sweeping, debris removal, and vegetation control. If there is no reimbursable 
maintenance agreement with the City, the County is responsible for all the 
maintenance activities.   

8. [INTENTIONALLY DELETED.]

9. Each party is responsible for its own acts and omissions and the results thereof to the 
extent authorized by law and will not be responsible for the acts and omissions of any 
others and the results thereof.

10.This Agreement shall remain in full force and effect until terminated by mutual 
agreement of the parties.

11.Counterparts – The parties may sign this Agreement in counterparts, each of which 
constitutes an original, but all of which together constitute one instrument

12.Electronic Signatures - The parties agree that the electronic signature of a party to this 
Agreement be valid as an original signature of such party and shall be effective to bind 
such party to this Agreement. The parties further agree that any document including 
this Agreement containing, or to which there is affixed, an electronic signature shall be 
deemed (i) to be “written” or “in writing,” (ii) to have been signed and (iii) to constitute a 
record established and maintained in ordinary course of business and an original 
written when printed from electronic files. For purposes hereof, “electronic signature 
also means a manually signed original signature that is then transmitted by any 
electronic means, including without limitation a faxed version of an original signature or 
an electronically scanned and transmitted version (e.g., via PDF) of an original 
signature. Any party’s failure to produce the original signature of any electronically 
transmitted signature shall not affect the enforceability of this Agreement.
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CITY OF SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA

By: _______________________________ Date:_______________________   
Mayor

By: _______________________________      Date:_______________________  
Director of Public Works

Approved by the Office of Financial Services:

By: _______________________________       

Approved as to Form:

By: _______________________________    
Assistant City Attorney
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RAMSEY COUNTY, MINNESOTA

_________________________________        Date: ____________________________
Print Name: _______________________
Title: County Manager

Approval recommended:

_________________________________
Brian Isaacson, Director
Public Works Department 

Approved as to form:

_________________________________
Assistant County Attorney
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EXHIBIT A

Engineer’s Estimate
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EXHIBIT B 

Sewer Exhibit
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