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December 9, 2025

NOTICE OF VIOLATION AND
REQUEST FOR IMPOSITION OF 10-DAY LICENSE SUSPENSION

DDDSALYA LLC
d/b/a East Market Grocery & Tobacco
913 Payne Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55130
Attn: Dhurgham Al Hasimi

RE: Tobacco Shop license held by DDDSALYA LLC d/b/a East Market Grocery & Tobacco for the premises 
located at 931 Payne Avenue in Saint Paul.
License ID #: 20220001990

Dear Licensee:        

The Department of Safety and Inspections (“Department”) has recommended adverse action against the 
Tobacco Shop license held by DDDSALYA LLC d/b/a East Market Grocery & Tobacco (“Licensee”) located at 
913 Payne Avenue (Licensed Premises”). 

Legal Basis for Action:

Saint Paul Legislative Code § 310.01, defines Adverse Action as:

“the revocation or suspension of a license, the imposition of conditions upon a 
license, the denial of an application for the grant, issuance or renewal of a license, 
the imposition of a fine, the assessment of the costs of a contested hearing, and 
any other disciplinary or unfavorable action taken with respect to a license, 
licensee, or applicant for a license. Adverse action includes any of the foregoing 
directed at one (1) or more licenses held by a licensee at any location in the city. 
Adverse action also includes disapproval of licenses issued by the state under 
statutory provisions which permit the governing body to disapprove the issuance 
of the license.”

Saint Paul Legislative Code § 310.03(m)(3)(2) states the tobacco presumptive penalty for selling 
flavored tobacco products:
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Type of Violation 1st 2nd 3rd 4th
(2) Display, 
possession or 
multiple incidents 
of sales of: 
* single cigarettes,
* menthol tobacco 
products, or
* flavored tobacco 
products 

10-day suspension Revocation

Saint Paul Legislative Code § 324.03(5) defines flavored product:

“Flavored product means any tobacco product, tobacco-related device, 
electronic delivery device, or nicotine or lobelia delivery product that contains a 
taste or smell, other than the taste or smell of tobacco that is distinguishable by 
an ordinary consumer either prior to or during the consumption of the tobacco 
product, electronic delivery device, or nicotine or lobelia delivery product, 
including, but not limited to, any taste or smell relating to menthol, mint, 
wintergreen, chocolate, cocoa, vanilla, honey, fruit or any candy, dessert, alcoholic 
beverage, herb, or spice. A public statement or claim, whether express or implied, 
made or disseminated by the manufacturer of a tobacco product, tobacco-related 
device, electronic delivery device, or nicotine or lobelia delivery product, or by any 
person authorized or permitted by the manufacturer to make or disseminate 
public statements concerning such product or device, that the product or device 
has or produces a taste or smell other than tobacco will constitute presumptive 
evidence that the product or device is a flavored product.” 

Saint Paul Legislative Code § 324.07(j) states, ”no person may sell, offer for sale, or otherwise 
distribute any flavored products, unless expected under section 324.07(l) of this chapter.”
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Factual Basis for Imposition of 10-day license suspension penalty:

On July 30, 2025, at 10:29 a.m., Department Inspectors Joseph Voyda and LaTiffany Porter
conducted an inspection at the licensed in response to a complaint. Inspector Voyda spoke to a clerk,
Nenneke, and introduced himself and Porter as licensing inspectors for the Department. Inspector Voyda 
asked Nenneke to contact you. Inspector Voyda spoke to you over the phone and explained that they 
were there for an inspection in response to a complaint alleging that there were flavored tobacco 
products in the store on the shelves behind the counter. You denied having flavored tobacco products 
in your store, but both Department Inspectors confirmed the violation. With your consent, the Inspectors
removed and recorded all the flavored tobacco products behind the counter. Nenneke was advised by 
Inspector Voyda to put all the flavored tobacco products that the Inspectors collected in the back 
storage room of the licensed premises and to contact the distributer for a pickup. The tobacco products 
removed are as follows: 2 sealed double packs of Top Premium Mentol Cigarette Filer Tubes; 4 sealed 
quadruple packs of High Cards Menthol Cigarette Filer Tubes; 8 cartridges of Al Capone Sweets—
Cognac Dipped; 18-20 Dutch Masters—Platinum Fusion; and 10-12 High Hemp Filter Tips Herbal Wraps.

Inspectors Voyda and Porter continued their inspection throughout the licensed premises. They 
observed Nenneke sell a five (5) pack of cigars and three (3) single packs of original Backwoods cigars 
for less than $2.60 per cigar. Inspector Voyda collected evidence of these sales in the form of videos 
and photographs and educated Nenneke of the minimum sales requirements for cigar prices. Nenneke 
denied that he sold the items for less than $2.60, but he was presented with video and photo evidence 
to support Inspector Voyda’s observations. Nanneke sold a five (5) pack of cigars for $10.00 and single 
packs of cigars for $2.08 when they must be sold for $2.60 per cigar. The transactions were observed by 
both Inspectors. 

Adverse Action Recommendation:

The Department will recommend a 10-day suspension of your tobacco shop license for the following 
violations of Saint Paul Legislative Code §§ 310.03(m)(3)(2), 324.03(5), 324.07(j).

You have three (3) options to proceed:

1. You can accept the penalty. If this is your choice, you should indicate it directly to the Department of 
Safety and Inspections at 375 Jackson Street, Ste. 220, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-1806 no later than 
December 19, 2025. A self-addressed envelope is enclosed for your convenience. Acceptance of the 
penalty will be considered an admission to the violation and waiver of the hearing to which you are 
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entitled. This matter will then be placed on the City Council consent agenda for imposition of the 
recommended penalty of a 10-day suspension. 

2. If you wish to admit the facts but you contest the penalty. you may have a public hearing before the City 
Council. You will need to send me a letter with a statement admitting to the facts and requesting a public 
hearing. I will need to receive your letter by December 19, 2025. The matter will then be scheduled 
before the City Council to determine whether to suspend your licenses for ten (10) days. You will have 
an opportunity to appear before the Council and make a statement on your own behalf.

3. If you dispute the facts outlined above, you may request a hearing before an Administrative Law Judge 
(ALJ). You will need to send me a letter disputing the facts and requesting an administrative hearing no 
later than December 19, 2025. At that hearing both you and the City will appear and present witnesses
and evidence and will cross-examine each other's witnesses. After receipt of the ALJ's report and 
recommendation (usually within 90 days), a public hearing before the City Council will need to be 
scheduled. At that time, the City Council will decide whether to adopt, modify, or reject the ALJ's report 
and recommendation.

Please note:  If you choose an administrative hearing, the Department reserves the right to request that 
City Council impose the costs of the administrative hearing per Saint Paul Legislative Code § 310.03(k).  

If you have not contacted me by December 19, 2025, I will assume that you do not contest the
imposition of the proposed adverse action of a ten (10) day suspension of your license. In that case, 
the matter will be placed on the City Council consent agenda for approval of the recommended 
penalty.

If you have questions about these options, please contact my paralegal, Riddhi Mistry, at 
riddhi.mistry@ci.stpaul.mn.us or (651) 266-8835.

Sincerely,

  

Monica Shaffer
Assistant City Attorney
License No.: 0504708
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Cc: Dhurgham Al Hasimi, 11568 Arnold Palmer, Blaine, MN 55449
Song Lee Vang, 3496 Commonwealth Ave., Woodbury, MN 55125-4315
Executive Director, Jack Byers, Payne-Phalen Community Council, 567 Payne Avenue, Saint Paul, MN 55130. 

Attachments: Inspector’s Report – 7/30/2025
Photo Evidence 
Saint Paul Legislative Code §310.01
Saint Paul Legislative Code §310.03(m)(3)(2)
Saint Paul Legislative Code §324.03(5)
Saint Paul Legislative Code §324.07(j)


























