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March 3, 2026 
 

NOTICE OF COUNCIL HEARING 
 

White Bear Tobacco Market Place Inc 
d/b/a White Bear Tobacco  
1662 White Bear Avenue North 
Saint Paul, MN 55106 
Attn: Anan Barbarawi     

 
RE: Tobacco Products Shop license held by White Bear Tobacco Market Place Inc d/b/a White Bear Tobacco 

for the premises located at 1662 White Bear Avenue North in Saint Paul. 
License ID #140001994 

 
Dear Mr. Barbarawi: 

 
Please take notice that this matter has been set on the agenda for a City Council meeting on 

Wednesday, March 25, 2026, at 3:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, Third Floor, Saint Paul City Hall 
and Ramsey County Courthouse, 15 West Kellogg Boulevard, St. Paul, MN 55102. You will have the opportunity 
to present to City Council. If you wish to speak at the hearing remotely, please call 612-315-7905 to Pre-
register. If you wish to provide your comments in writing, or provide other written materials, they can be 
submitted to Contact-Council@ci.stpaul.mn.us and CouncilHearing@ci.stpaul.mn.us. If you wish to leave your 
comments by voicemail, please do so by calling 651-266-6805. Comments and materials must be submitted 
by 12:00 p.m. on the day before the meeting. If you have any questions regarding this Notice of Council 
Hearing, please call me at 651-266-8548. You may view City Council meetings on local cable 18 or view online 
at https://stpaul.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx. If this date does not work for you, please let me know 
immediately. 

 
At the hearing before the Administrative Law Judge in December, it was explained that the Findings of 

Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Recommendation (“Report and Recommendation”) from the Administrative 
Law Judge is not the final decision on this matter. Only the City Council can impose a penalty in this case.1 All 
parties to this case are allowed to file exceptions with and make arguments to the City Council.2 That is the 
purpose of this agenda item—to allow both you and the Department of Safety and Inspections (“Department”) 
to address the Report and Recommendation from the Administrative Law Judge with the City Council. At the 
City Council meeting, the councilmembers will consider the evidence received during the December hearing 

 
1 Saint Paul, Minn. Leg. Code (SPLC) § 310.03. 
2 Minn. Stat. § 14.61, subd. 1; SPLC § 310.03(c-1). 

mailto:Contact-Council@ci.stpaul.mn.us
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before the Administrative Law Judge, but the councilmembers will not receive or consider new evidence or 
testimony that was not previously presented to and considered by the Administrative Law Judge.3 During your 
statement to City Council, you may argue that the Administrative Law Judge erred in their application of the 
law, interpretation of the facts, or recommendation of the penalty.4 The City Council may then accept, reject, 
or modify the Report and Recommendation of the Administrative Law Judge.5 

 
At the City Council meeting, the Department will present the Report and Recommendation submitted by 

the Administrative Law Judge concerning the Tobacco Products Shop license held by White Bear Tobacco 
Market Place Inc d/b/a White Bear Tobacco for the premises located at 1662 White Bear Avenue in Saint Paul. 
The Department has proposed two minor changes to the Report and Recommendation and will recommend 
the passage of the Resolution that is attached to this Notice. In addition to asking the City Council to impose 
the recommended penalty, the Department will ask the City Council to impose upon you the costs and fees of 
the hearing before the Administrative Law Judge.6  

 
After the City Council passes its resolution for this matter, and if you disagree with the resolution, you 

may appeal the resolution to the Minnesota Court of Appeals.7  
 
  
  
Sincerely, 

  

 
Monica Shaffer 
Assistant City Attorney 
License No.: 0504708 
 
CC: Anan Barbarawi, 1320 Conservatory Court, Saint Paul, MN 55117 
Hillcrest Center Llc, 375 Jackson Street Ste 700w, Saint Paul, MN 55101-1810 

 
3 SPLC § 310.03(c-1). 
4 Id. 
5 Id. 
6 See SPLC § 310.03(k) (explaining that the Council may impose the costs of the administrative hearing upon 
the licensee). 
7 Minn. Stat. § 14.63. 
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Lisa Theis, Executive Director, Greater East Side Community Council, 1365 Prosperity Avenue, Saint Paul, MN 
55106 
  

Enclosures: 
  Affidavit of Notice of Council Hearing– 03/03/2026 
  Resolution Master Copy (RES 26-412) 03/25/2026 
  Tobacco Underage Buyer Compliance Check Inspection Form – 04/22/2025 
  Letter from Inspector, Joseph Voyda to White Bear Tobacco – 04/25/2025 
  Letter from Inspector, Joseph Voyda to White Bear Tobacco Market Place Inc – 04/25/2025  
  Letter from Inspector, Joseph Voyda to Hillcrest Center LLC – 04/25/2025 
  License Group Comments Text – 05/09/2025 
  Photo Evidence  
  Saint Paul Legislative Code §310.01 
  Saint Paul Legislative Code §310.03 (m) 3 (1) (a), 

  Saint Paul Legislative Code §310.14 
  Saint Paul Legislative Code §324.07(i) 
  Minnesota Statute §461.12 Subd. 2 
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Tobacco Products Shop license (License ID #140001994) held by White Bear 

Tobacco Market Place Inc d/b/a White Bear Tobacco for the premises located at 

1662 White Bear Avenue North and imposing the recommended presumptive 

matrix penalty and the costs of the contested case hearing before the 
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