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May 23, 2013

Gary and Lorraine Vietor
1566 Montana Avenue E.
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55106

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Vietor:

I’m writing regarding your request for the City of Saint Paul to remove the public boulevard tree
in front of your home at 1566 Montana Avenue east. As you have explained it, you feel the tree is
responsible for blocking your sewer line and creating costly service and/or repairs.

During our telephone conversation about a week ago I explained that unless there is a problem
with the tree itself, e.g., a structural or health issue, or a construction/excavation issue where the
tree needs to be removed, the City does not remove public boulevard trees over sewer line issues.

I agreed to have the tree investigated and this was done almost immediately after our
conversation. As I understand, Forestry employee Greg Reese visited the site and talked with you,
explaining that the 9 inch D.B.H. maple tree was in good health and not a candidate for removal.

I sympathize with your predicament knowing full well the cost you are incurring, especially if the
sewer line or connections are leaking and need repair. This is usually the situation that occurs
when tree roots infiltrate a sewer line and lead to a blockage. I encourage you to look closer into
the condition of the line itself and, if you haven’t already done so, you may want to explore the
Department of Public Works to investigate anything that can be done about your sewer line
connection to the city’s sanitary system.

However, the boulevard tree is on the public right-of-way, is thriving in fine health, and is a
valuable community asset. Again, as stated previously, the City’s policy is to not remove trees in
good health and condition.

Sincerely,
s>

Cy Kosel

Natural Resources Manager
Cc: Gary Korum Greg Reese
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