Letters, Emails and a Petition

“IN SUPPORT”

Of the requested variances
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February 7, 2017

Board of Zoning Appeals
Department of Safety and Inspections
375 Jackson St. Suite 220

Saint Paul, MN 55101

Dear Sean Westenhofer,

Please accept the attached letter and list of names to forward to the members of the Board of
Zoning Appeals. This letter was written back in September when we thought that the BZA
hearing for the two variances for 1023 Osceola Ave (Linwood Monroe Arts Plus) would be held
in early September. Since we didn’t have a lot of time to pull together a list of signers, we
gathered many names through electronic communications. When the BZA hearing was
postponed, we then gathered signatures at school events from members of the school community.
The first set of names on the letter are the ones collected virtually, and then we have scans of the
signatures on paper.

Thank you,
Marianne Milligan
LMARP Parent

1420 Fairmount Ave

cc: City Council, SPPS Board of Directors and SPPS Interim Superintendent




Sept. 2, 2016

Board of Zoning Appeals
Department of Safety and Inspections
375 Jackson St. Suite 220

Saint Paul, MN 55101

Dear Board of Zoning Appeals,

We write this letter to strongly encourage the Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) to approve the two
variances (1023 Osceola) in order to construct an addition onto Linwood Elementary School
building (one of the two campuses of the Linwood Monroe Arts Plus school). As you know, this
project is one among many in SPPS’s new district-wide Facilities Master Plan (FMP), which
includes similar expansions at other schools, such as Horace Mann, Adams, and Highland. We
are glad that SPPS is investing in our public schools and the parents and teachers at Linwood
Monroe Atts Plus (LMAP) overwhelmingly support the planned expansion for the lower campus,
as do many neighbors. The St. Paul Public School’s (SPPS) latest plan for the Linwood campus
(Aug. 8) strikes an excellent balance between the school’s needs and the priorities ofiits
neighbors.

Without these two variances, LMAP students and teachers will lose important improvements
including:

1. Classrooms at both buildings large enough to meet Minnesota Department of education
(MDE) guidelines (currently all of the classrooms areundersized).

2. Handicap accessible facilities.

3. Breakout rooms and rooms for small group instruction. LMAP provides programs in
Language Academy, English Learning, Specific Learning Disabilities, Developmental and
Cognitive Disabilities Mild/Moderate & Severe/Profound with all of its related services,
AVID, Early Childhood Family Education, Early Childhood Special Education, Extended
Day Learning, Flipside and athletics. Many students have IEPs that require individual
and/or small groupinstruction. Such Instruction often happens in hallways now.

4. A new cafeteria at the Linwood campus that will allow the old space to function only as a
gym/auditorium. Without the new cafeteria, children will continue to have no place to move
their bodies during indoor recess.

5. Having children pre-K through 4th grade in one building. Research shows significant value
in maintaining a consistent environment for students from pre-K to grade 4, and many
LMAP families find that their 4th gradersexperience difficulties adjusting simultaneously
to an unfamiliar new building and higher academic demands.

6. Updated building mechanicals. For example, teachers will lose sinks intheir classrooms —
important when you feed breakfast to small children — and more generations of
kindergarteners will have to wear winter coats in theirrooms.

7. An improved layout for the outdoor play areas, including room for a U8 soccer field.

Because this expansion will provide all of these improvements, we believe it is worth the cost of
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losing a little extra outdoor play space, especially since the new play spaces will have better
equipment and can be thoughtfully reconfigured. As for the addition’s height, on a block shared
with four large multiunit buildings, including two close to the same height as LMAP, it seems
entirely reasonable to build a three-story addition on the existing three-storyschool.

The loss of these improvements would be especially significant for this school givenLMAP’s
diverse student body: 67% are students of color, 67% receive food subsidies, and 38% speak a
second language. For decades, our country has grappled with the “achievement gap,”which
refers to the persistent disparity of educational measures between low-income/minority students
and middle-income/non-minority students. Approval of these variances are an important first step
in addressing the achievement gap and providing a high-quality education for the students of
Linwood Monroe Arts Plus.

cc: City Council, SPPS Board of Directors and SPPS Interim Superintendent
Respectfully signed,

Anderson, Marie, West 7th, Ward 2, LMAP parent
Audette, Chris, Highland Park, Ward 3, LMAP parent
Audette, Johanna “Goodie”, Highland Park, Ward 3, LMAP parent
Betten, Sue, LMAP staff
Beveridge, Andrew, Mac-Groveland, Ward 3, SPPS parent
Blanchard, Jennifer, Summit-Hill, Ward 2, LMAP parent
Blanchard, Scott, Summit-Hill, Ward 2, LMAP parent
Blumer-LaMotte, Ann, West Side, Ward 2, LMAP parent
Boyer, Craig, Mac-Groveland, Ward 3, LMAP parent

. Boyer, Liz, Mac-Groveland, Ward 3, LMAP parent
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. Breimhorst, Dane, West 7th, Ward 2,
. Breimhorst, Zoe, West 7th, Ward 2,

. Brisben, Amy, Mac-Groveland, Ward 3, LMAP parent

. Carr, Brigitte, Lexington-Hamline, Ward 1, LMAP parent

. Christensen-Schoeller, Kate, Union Park, Ward 2, SPPS parent
. Clark, Jason, LMAP staff

. Cline, Vince, Summit Hill, Ward 2, Neighbor

. Crawford, Jim, West Side, Ward 2, LMAP grandparent

. Crawford, Sarah, Summit Hill, Ward 2, LMAP parent

. Cylkowski, Tom, Cathedral Hill, Ward 2, LMAP parent

. Davis, Sydney, LMAP parent

. Deloia, Ailie, Battle Creek, Ward 7, LMAP parent

23. Deloia, Christian, Battle Creek, Ward 7, LMAP parent

24. Diaz, Katie, West Side, Ward 2, LMAP parent

25. Diaz, Tyler, West Side, Ward 2, LMAP parent

26. Enders, Jake, Union Park, Ward 4, LMAP parent

27. Enders, Laura, Union Park, Ward 4, LMAP parent

28. Essert, Emily, Dayton’s Bluff, Ward 7,

29. Ethen, Michael, Dayton’s Bluff, Ward 7,
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30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45,
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.

Faughender, Paula, West 7th, Ward 2, LMAP grandparent
Forstner, Jessica, Ward 2, LMAP staff

Freeman, Chris Ward 4, LMAP parent

Freeman, Chris, Como Park, Ward 4, LMAP parent
Gillen-O'Neel, Cari, Summit University, Ward 2,
Gillen-O'Neel, Chuck, Summit University, Ward 2,
Groves, Sara, West 7th, Ward 2, LMAP parent

Groves, Troy, West 7th, Ward 2, LMAP parent

Guider, Dan, Mac-Groveland, Ward 3, LMAP parent
Guider, Rebekkah, Mac-Groveland, Ward 3, LMAP parent
Hammond, Grant, Union Park, Ward 4, LMAP alum
Handler, Eric, Mac-Groveland, Ward 3,

Hansen, Ben, Como Park, Ward 5, LMAP parent

Hansen, Jen, Como Park, Ward 5, LMAP parent

Heyman, Lisa, Mac-Groveland, Ward 3, SPPS parent
Hobbie, Ann, Lex-Ham, Ward 1, SPPS parent

Jacobson, Jeanne, Summit Hill, Ward 2, LMAP grandparent
Jacobson, Mark, Summit Hill, Ward 2, LMAP grandparent
Janisch Lake, Ruth Ward 2, LMAP parent

Johnson, Bryan, West 7th, Ward 2, LMAP parent

Johnson, Jason, Highland Park, Ward 3, LMAP parent
Johnson, Jill, Highland Park, Ward 3, LMAP parent
Johnson, Kristin, West 7th, Ward 2, LMAP parent
Kachelmeier, Linda, Union Park, Ward 4,

Kelly, Norah, North End, Ward 5,

Kendle, Julie, LMAP parent

Kendle, Ken, LMAP parent

Klingbeil, Jeff, West 7th, Ward 2, LMAP parent

58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.

66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75

Klingbeil, Linda, West 7th, Ward 2, LMAP grandparent
Kolb, Jeremy, Union Park, Ward 4,

Kroetsch, Eric, Union Park, Ward 4, LMAP parent
LaMotte, Chris, West Side, Ward 2, LMAP parent

Lea Fields, Sharon, West Side, Ward 2, LMAP parent

Lee, Kathy, Ward 1, Former LMAP parent

Lokken, Andy, West 7th, Ward 2, LMAP parent

Lokken, Megan, West 7th, Ward 2, LMAP parent

. Mackson, Brandy, Mac-Groveland, Ward 3, LMAP parent

. Mackson, Jame, Mac-Groveland, Ward 3, LMAP parent

. Marthaler, Annette, Mac-Groveland, Ward 3, LMAP parent
. Martinez-Freeman, Aida, Como Park, Ward 4, LMAP parent
. Mason, Jennifer, West 7th, Ward 2, LMAP parent

. Mauricio, Juan, West 7th, Ward 2, LMAP parent

. McBounds, Zo, West Saint Paul LMAP parent

. McCabe, Andy, Summit Hill, Ward 2, neighbor

. McCabe, Gina, Summit Hill, Ward 2, neighbor

. MclIntyre-Lee, Kerry, Mac-Groveland, Ward 3, SPPS parent
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76.
71.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.

Melrose, Donna, LMAP staff

Milazzo, Sarah, Ward 2 , LMAP parent

Miller, Cathy, West 7th, Ward 2,

Milligan, Marianne, Mac-Groveland, Ward 3, LMAP patent
Modelli, Rubens, West 7th, Ward 2, LMAP parent
Moeller, Amy, Summit-University, Ward 1, LMAP parent
Moeller, Mark, Summit-University, Ward 1, LMAP parent
Morell, Sean, West 7th, Ward 2,

Oulman, Jarret, West 7th, Ward 2, LMAP parent
Partenhaimer, Kirsten, West 7th, Ward 2, LMAP parent
Paulsrud, Deb, St. Anthony Park, Ward 4, LMAP parent
Perkins, Carol, West Side, Ward 2,

Pietce, Eleta, West Side, Ward 2, LMAP parent

Raich, Jeffrey, Summit-Hill, Ward 2, LMAP parent

Reed, Nate, West 7th, Ward 2, LMAP parent

Reid, Curtis, Highland Park, Ward 3, LMAP parent

92. Reid, Stacee, Highland Park, Ward 3, LMAP parent

93.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.

100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112.
113.
114.
115.
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.
121.

Rome, Jennifer, Union Park, Ward 1, LMAP parent

Roy, Andrew, Mac-Groveland, Ward 3, SPPS ECFE parent
Scharlatt, Andrea , LMAP parent

Schneck, Karina, West-Side, Ward 2, LMAP parent
Schroeder, Lisa, West 7th, Ward 2, LMAP parent

Sikora, Brent, Mac-Groveland, Ward 3, LMAP parent
Singer, Brian, West 7th, Ward 2, LMAP parent

Smith, J. Mitchell, Mac-Groveland, Ward 3, LMAP parent
Stocco, Sarah, Mac-Groveland, Ward 3, SPPS ECFE parent
Stoffel, Michael, Union Park , Ward 4,

Stookey, H., Cathedral Hill, Ward 2, LMAP parent
Stupic, Karen, West 7th, Ward 2, LMAP parents

Szondy, Mary, Mac-Groveland, Ward 3, LMAP parent
Taulelle, Karen, Mac-Grove, Ward 3, LMAP staff

Thurn, Jennifer Ward 2,

Tilander, Josh, Highland Park, Ward 3, LMAP parent
Tilander, Kei, Highland Park, Ward 3, LMAP parent
Turino, Craig, Summit-University, Ward 1, LMAP parent
Turino, Sarah, Summit-University, Ward 1, LMAP parent
Van Note, Madeleine, Union Park, Ward 4, LMAP alum
Waldo, Amber, Mac-Groveland, Ward 3, SPPS parent
Waldron, Rhonie, West 7th, Ward 2, LMAP parent
Weicht, Lisa, West 7th, Ward 2, LMAP parent
Weispfening, Eric, West 7th, Ward 2, LMAP grandparent
Wells, Chris, Mac-Groveland, Ward 3, LMAP parent
Wengler, Christine, West 7th, Ward 2, LMAP parent
Wickiser, Denise, Ward 2, LMAP parent

Willemsen, Laura, Summit Hill, Ward 2, LMAP parent
Willemsen, Ryan, Summit Hill, Ward 2, LMAP parent




122. Wilson, Zach, Union Park, Ward 1, LMAP parent

123. Wren, Mike, West Side, Ward 2,

124. Wren, Sarah, West Side, Ward 2,

125. Wrenshall, Karyn, Summit Hill, Ward 2, Retired LMAP teacher
126. Yost, Lisa, Summit-Hill, Ward 2, Neighbor

[See attached scans of 300 additional signatures gathered on paper.]
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" Escuela Linwood Monroe Art Plus ~ 9/2016

%

Por favor firme para dar su apoyo para que reconstruian la escuela
para ofrecer meJ ores serv101os a todos nuestros estudiantes.
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LMAP ADVOCACY ALERT!

ADD YOUR NAME TO THIS LETTER TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS (BZA)

[We are gathering names to add to this letter to the BZA. If you’d like to have your name added, please contact Marianne Milligan:

mimilligan/@gmail.com. In addition to names, we’re trying to include everyone’s neighborhood or city ward and whether they work at LMAP, have

children/grandchildren who attend LMAP, or have children/grandchildren in SPPS.]

mmma\ Print name clearly Neighborhood/ward | Relationship Email if you want more info | PTA
1 ERVANY X to school (e.g. listserve?
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LMAP ADVOCACY ALERT!

ADD YOUR NAME TO THIS LETTER TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS (BZA)

[We are gathering names to add to this letter to the BZA. If you’d like to have your name added, please contact Marianne Milligan:
mimilliganfgmail.com. In addition to names, we’re trying to include everyone’s neighborhood or city ward and whether they work at LMAP, have

children/grandchildren who attend LM AP, or have children/grandchildren in SPPS.]
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LIVMIAP ADVOCACY ALERT!

ADD YOUR NAME TO THIS LETTER TO THE BOARD OF NOZ_ZQ APPEALS (BZA)

[We are gathering names to add to this letter to the BZA. If you'd like to have your name added, please contact Marianne Milligan:
mimilligan‘@gmail.com. In addition to names, we’re trying to include everyone’s neighborhood or city ward and whether they work at LMAP, wmﬁw

children/grandchildren who attend LMAP, or have children/grandchildren in SPPS.]
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Email if you want more info
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ADD YOUR NAME TO THIS LETTER TO THE BOARD OF Nozwzn APPEALS (BZA)

 LMIAP ADVOCACY ALERT!

[We are gathering names to add to this letter to the BZA. If you’d like to have your :B.mm added, please contact Marianne Milligan:

mimilliean@gmail.com. In addition to names, we’re trying to include everyone’s neighborhood or city ward and whether they work at LMAP, have

children/grandchildren who attend LMAP, or have children/grandchildren in SPPS.]
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LMAP ADVOCACY ALERT!

ADD YOUR NAME TO THIS LETTER TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS (BZA)

[We are gathering names to add to this letter to the BZA. If you’d like to have your name added, please contact Marianne Milligan:

mimilliean@gmail.com. In addition to names, we’re trying to include everyone’s neighborhood or city ward and whether they work at LMAP, have
children/grandchildren who attend LMAP, or have children/grandchildren in SPPS.]
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LMAP ADVOCACY ALERT!

ADD YOUR NAME TO THIS LETTER TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS (BZA)

[We are gathering names to add to this letter to the BZA. If you’d like to have your name added, please contact Marianne Milligan:

mail.com. In addition to names, we’re trying to include everyone’s neighborhood or city ward and whether they work at LMAP, have

Mmmﬂa_w.:\wwmsaor:aﬂos who attend LM AP, or have children/grandchildren in SPPS.] ,
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LMAP ADVOCACY ALERT!

ADD YOUR NAME TO THIS LETTER TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS (BZA)

[We are gathering names to add to this letter to the BZA. If you’d like to have your name added, please contact Marianne Milligan:

mimillican@email.com. In addition to names, we’re trying to include everyone’s neighborhood or city ward and whether they work at LMAP, have
children/grandchildren who attend LMAP, or have children/grandchildren in SPPS.]

Sign Print name clearly Neighborhood/ward | Relationship Email if you want more info | PTA
to school {e.g. listserve?
LMAP paren)
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LMAP ADVOCACY ALERT!

ADD YOUR NAME TO THIS LETTER TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS (BZA)

[We are gathering names to add to this Jetter to the BZA. If yow’d like to have your name added, please contact Marianne Milligan:
mimillican@email.com. In addition to names, we’re trying to include everyone’s neighborhood or city ward and whether they work at LMAP, have
children/grandchildren who attend LM AP, or have children/grandchildren in SPPS.] ,

Print name clearly Neighborhood/ward | Relationship
; to school (e.g.
@réf@ gﬂ A lo¢ WVIHW L V ~ € \WOVJ Ag LMAP parent)
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important when you feed breakfast to small children— and more generations of
kindergarteners will have to wear winter coats in theirrooms.
7. Animproved layout for the outdoor play areas, including room fora U8 soccer field.

Because this expansion will provide all of these improvements, we believe it is worth the cost of
losing a little extra outdoor play space, especially since the new play spaces will havebetter
equipment and can be thoughtfully reconfigured. As for the addition’s height, on a block shared
with four large multiunit buildings, including two close to the same height as LMAP, it seems
entirely reasonable to build a three-story addition on the existing three-story school.

The loss of these improvements would be especially significant for this school given LMAP’s
diverse student body: 67% are students of color, 67% receive food subsidies, and 38% speak a
second language. For decades, our country has grappled with the “achievement gap,” which
refers to the persistent disparity of educational measures between low-income/minority students
and middle-income/non-minority students. Approval of these variances are an importantfirst step
in addressing the achievement gap and providing a high-quality education for the students of
Linwood-Monroe Arts Plus.

Respectfully signed,
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LMAP ADVOCACY ALERT!

ADD YOUR NAME TO THIS LETTER TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS (BZA)

[We are gathering names to add to this letter to the BZA. If you’d like to have your name added, please contact Marianne Milligan:

mimillican@gmail.com. In addition to names, we’re trying to include everyone’s neighborhood or city ward and whether they work at LMAP, have

children/grandchildren who attend LMAP, or have children/grandchildren in SPPS.]
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LMAP ADVOCACY ALERT!

ADD YOUR NAME TO THIS LETTER TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS (BZA)

[We are gathering names to add to this letter to the BZA. If you’d like to have your name added, please contact Marianne Milligan:
mimilligan@gmail.com. In addition to names, we’re trying to include everyone’s neighborhood or city ward and whether they work at LMAP, have

children/grandchildren who attend LMAP, or have children/grandchildren in SPPS.]

Sign | Print name clearly Neighborhood/ward | Relationship Email if you want more info | PTA
to school (e.g. listserve?
LMAP parent)

- N (omo/ Rl ﬂsikvﬂ

&» ZQQS%QW\Q Cando | Vo
Pl Mo |Ghmend g e

ma ZQ\C\/ Ve @w?&ﬁv\h\&x AQ,\;.SW\
m “Trolren +

Xm A Lﬁﬁm\ ek Lot (e | ihent

</

O\/«//,N wr“,v \/v/aszwcxw /Zﬁ:\cﬂ mwﬁ ,OaC‘\ QPKW
Moetbe L Vo Man |"\Nuad2- Bt |







[To add your name digitally, smail Marianne Milligan: mimiligan@gmail.com
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Respectfully signed, %{ ,{/ ﬂ/‘»’*i’“—“—v /\}b U: (’l 9




[To add your name digitally, email Marianne Milligan: mimilligan ail.co

Respectfully signed,
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Westenhofer, Sean (CI-StPaul)

From: Karen Stupic <karinka73@hotmail.com>

Sent: Friday, February 10, 2017 2:07 PM

To: Westenhofer, Sean (CI-StPaul)

Subject: Letter of Support - Linwood Monroe Arts Plus (Variances for 1023 Osceola before the

BZA on Monday, Feb 13, 2017)

Members of the Board of Zoning Appeals
c/o Sean Westenhofer
15 Kellogg Blvd. West

Saint Paul, MN 55102
February 10, 2017
To the Members of the Board of Zoning Appeals,

[ am writing from the perspective of a parent of a 2nd and 5th grader at Linwood Monroe Arts Plus
(LMAP). Thus, it should come as no surprise that I am in full support of the improvements at my
‘children’s school and the 2 variance requests before you for the 1023 Osceola site.

For the record, this improvement is supported by administrators, parents, many school neighbors, and
many, if not most, from the wider Saint Paul community. The NAACP, the Saint Paul Federation of
Teachers, the Fort Road/West 7th Federation, and other city organizations have come out in favor of the
improvements to LMAP. There can be no doubt that this investment is critically important to our city, and
more importantly, for our children.

The children of LMAP reflect the broad diversity of our city. The children of LMAP also have a wide range
of needs and requirements that are due to them legally and ethically. However, the facilities at both
campuses are not meeting those needs as they should. Some of the most egregious shortcomings at the
Linwood (1023 Osceola) site are: the lack of ADA compliance, the lack of individualized learning spaces
for students with IEPs, outdated mechanicals causing frigid or sweltering learning spaces and a the lack
of a separate cafeteria from the gym and performance space which means there is no indoor play space in
bad/cold weather.
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The plan being put forth by SPPS and the variances being requested will rectify these problems and also
bring the school into the 21st Century. Our students and teachers deserve these improvements. It would
be out of character with the City of Saint Paul to deny LMAP these variance when precedent shows that
schools, both public and private, have been given consideration when located in residential
neighborhoods. LMAP is no different than other schools that have come before the BZA before. The only
difference is a few, yet powerful opponents who have actively organized against this critical and long
overdue improvement of a highly effective public school that serves a wonderful array of students. Many
of our students do not have access to the economic or social capital that has been mobilized against them.

I truly hope that the Board of Zoning Appeals sees beyond the opponents’ rhetoric and puts the needs of
the students of Saint Paul first.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Karen M. Stupic

West 7th - Ward 2
Saint Paul, MN




Westenhofer, Sean (Cl-StPaul)

From: Chris Wells <wells@macalester.edu>

Sent: Friday, February 10, 2017 11:39 AM

To: Westenhofer, Sean (Cl-StPaul)

Subject: Letter in support of 1023 variance requests (Linwood School)
Attachments: Wells letter to BZA.pdf

Dear Mr. Westenhofer,

Attached please find my letter of strong support for Linwood Monroe Arts Plus's request for two variances at
1023 Osceola, addressed to the members of the BZA.

Please let me know if you have any questions or need anything else.

Best,
Chris
= CHRISTOPHER W. WELLS
. Assoc. Prof, of Environmental Studies
Assoc. Ditector, Jan Serie Center for
Scholasship and Teaching

Directot of Digital Liberal Arts
1600 Grand Avenue
St. Paul MN 55105
651-696-6803

Office hours

http://cwwells.net
hitp://www.macalester.edu/cst/

Car Country: An Environmental History (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2012).




Chris Wells
Macalester-Groveland
St. Paul, MN 55105

Members of the Board of Zoning Appeals
c/o Sean Westenhofer

15 Kellogg Blvd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102

10 February 2017

To the Members of the Board of Zoning Appeals:

First, thank you for your service to the City of St. Paul and its residents. I appreciate the work
that you do, and recognize that the cases you must review are often contentious, as is the case
here. People have a lot of emotional investment in this project and its outcome, both for and
against, and I want to thank you in advance for dispassionately weighing the merits of the
variance application and the greater good that the city’s zoning code is intended to serve.

Second, I am writing to encourage you in the strongest possible terms to support both of these
variances. As a parent of three children at the school who lives less than a mile away (in
Macalester Groveland), I can attest that this project will solve a huge range of problems that its
students have to deal with every day, which include (among others) serious accessibility
problems, classrooms that are significantly smaller than SPPS standards, no dedicated indoor
play space, and inadequate spaces for federally required one-on-one and breakout instruction for
students with IEPs. As a result of the project, students will get a building that meets the needs of
the school’s wonderful teachers and community rather than presenting obstacles to their success.

Third, I anticipate that some opponents of this project might ask you to delay your decision to
give it greater study. I urge you not to do so. This is already perhaps the single most-studied
school project in St. Paul’s history, having just finished an 11-month process that included three
major revisions of the plans to accommodate criticisms of the project, as well as completing a
full Environmental Assessment Worksheet process—a ridiculously complicated and thorough
process for such a small project. This incredibly lengthy review required input from all levels of
government—city, state, and federal—and covered not only what we would normally think of as
“environmental” issues, but issues pertaining to historic preservation as well.

Not surprisingly, the EAW revealed no significant environmental impact. The entire reason for
the EAW is that the school is in a state historic district. I will leave aside the questions about the
fairness of a process that dictated that the school must go through a lengthy and expensive
review when no other projects in the district have been required to do so. What is most important




now is the result: Not only did the city record a decision in favor of the project, but it did so with
the full endorsement of both the St. Paul Heritage Preservation Commission and the Minnesota
Historic Preservation Office, both of which determined that the scale, massing, and design of the
building are entirely consistent with the requirements of the state historic district in which the
school resides.

In short, these issues have been settled and should play no role in your determination. They
simply do not merit further consideration, especially given that additional study will further
delay the project, creating measurable burdens on the students of the school, two-thirds of whom
are racial and ethnic minorities, two-thirds of whom qualify for free and reduced price lunch (a
measure of poverty), one-third of whom are new immigrants to the country who are not yet fluent
in English, and 17% of whom have cognitive and developmental disabilities. The delay they have
already experienced is already unconscionable.

That leaves just two questions: the appropriateness of a lot coverage variance, and the
appropriateness of a height variance to match the existing building’s height.

On the issue of lot coverage, opponents of the project have railed against it for being a
gargantuan building imposed like a sore thumb on the neighborhood. They have argued that it is
completely out of scale and character with its surroundings and its small lot, and claim that a
variance would violate both the intention and the spirit of the zoning code. On these points, I
remind you of the following:

1) SPPS is only asking for 3.5% more than what the area’s (restrictive) residential zoning
code—intended for houses, not institutions—allows. This amounts to a total of just 2,849
sf. This is a tiny amount, both in absolute terms and as an additional percentage in excess
of what is allowed without a variance. The idea that an extra 2,849 sf of institutional
building will make the difference between “appropriate” (as defined by the zoning code)
and “gargantuan” is, in a word, laughable. One might reasonably ask why, if the extra
amount needed is so small, the school can’t simply shrink its footprint by that amount.
The answer is that the footprint of the building has been squeezed as much as it can be
after three major revisions to the plan, two of which included cutting programming at the
Lower campus. External expectations for schools govern what must go on the main floor.
Fire safety, for example, demands that the school’s littlest kids be on the first floor,
including classrooms for Pre-K, Kindergarten, ECSE, and the K-2nd DCD classroom.
Security standards stipulate that the school offices be located adjacent to the secure front
entry, and the only place for the cafeteria, and its adjacent kitchen, is the first floor. It is
impossible to shrink the footprint any further and still meet all of the various educational
guidelines and standards in play, such as minimum classroom size. Granting the very
small amount of extra space that the school is requesting will allow it to have adequately
sized classrooms, a functional cafeteria, and offices adjacent to a secure entry, while still
complying with ADA regulations and fire safety needs—all of which, except for fire
safety, the school currently lacks. Attachment F of the variance application illustrates
both the inadequacy of the current arrangements and the efficiency of the proposed first-
floor layout in meeting external demands without adding unnecessary features:
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Existing First Floor Proposed First Floor

First Floor Adequacy Assessment

As I have pointed out, the city and state agencies charged with maintaining the historical
integrity of the neighborhood have already studied the issue closely and at great length,
determining that the proposed addition will not harm the neighborhood’s historic
character. As the EAW puts it: “Regarding potential effects on historic propetties, the
Minnesota Historic Preservation Office has stated in their written comments to the EAW
that “the proposed addition appears to be in conformance with the (Secretary of the
Interior’s) standards in terms of overall massing, size, and scale.” In addition, the City of
St. Paul’s Heritage Preservation Commission made no objection to the mass and scale of
the proposed addition. The mass and scale of the addition is not considered a substantial
adverse effect on the historic integrity of the property” (Linwood EAW Attachment A, p.
9). Both agencies have also signed off on the historical integtity and appropriateness of
the aesthetic design of the building.

As I am positive that the Members of the Board are already aware, we have been unable
1o find a single precedent in St. Paul’s zoning history to deny a school a lot coverage
variance, even in the most restrictively zoned residential areas. None. But there are
ample precedents for allowing coverage well in excess of the tiny amount that the school
is asking for in this case. The fact is that LMAP’s request for 38.5% is substantially less
than recent variances approved for other schools located in similarly zoned
neighborhoods, including Saint Anthony Park’s 2017 variance allowing 42.25% lot
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coverage, Community of Peace Academy’s 2006 variance allowing 48% lot coverage,
and St. Agnes School’s 2014 variance allowing 41.3% lot coverage.

On the issue of height, opponents of the project have railed against it for being a gargantuan
imposition on the neighborhood, and argue that it is completely out of scale and character with
its surroundings. They have also argued, incotrectly, that the school does not “need” the
additional height, and that the “plight of the landowner” has been created by SPPS policies rather
than any legitimate need.

1) As already mentioned, both the city’s Heritage Preservation Commission and the
Minnesota Historic Preservation Office have subjected the proposed plans to intensive
review and determined that neither the height, the size, nor the design of the building will
be out of character with the rest of the historic neighborhood.

2) Even if, for some reason, you want to apply a more stringent standard for being “in
harmony” with the rest of the neighborhood than the one applied by these two agencies as
part of the EAW review, it takes neither significant time nor effort to verify that an
addition that matches the height of the existing school will be in harmony with the rest of
the neighborhood. The existing 3-story school, which has been there since 1922,
obviously “fits” the neighborhood—indeed it predates much of the existing neighborhood
housing stock. Viewed from a slightly broader context, it is also the case that tall schools
are the norm rather than the exception in historic areas of the city, including Summit Hill,
which hosts the identically tall 3-story St. Paul Academy (SPA) Lower School just two
blocks away:

SPA’s Lower School, like LMAP’s Lower Campus, obvﬂ)usly “fits” the neighborhood
and helps define what being in harmony with the neighborhood looks like in practical
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terms. An addition that matches the height of the existing building—as well as the height
of the nearest neighborhood elementary school—is clearly consistent with long-
established neighborhood norms. Most importantly, viewed even through the narrowest
possible lens of the block that the school occupies, the school is clearly in harmony with
its surroundings: it shares the block with four large multi-unit buildings, two of which are
four-story multi-unit condominiums. These tall, “nonconforming” buildings are sprinkled
liberally through the neighborhood, and are a big part of what give it its distinctive
historical character:

directly
across
street

90 yards o | 90 yajrd,‘S

3) As is the case with lot coverage, we have been unable to find a single precedent in St.

4

Paul’s zoning history to deny a school a height variance, even in the most restrictively
zoned residential areas. None. But the city has an established history of approving height
variances for educational institutions, such as the 50.1 ft variance that it granted in 2014
to Saint Paul Academy’s Randolph campus, which is located in an identically zoned “R4
Residential” area. Granting LMAP’s requested height variance will not create a new
precedent; rather, it will conform to established precedents and to long-standing practice.

Finally, regarding the “plight of the landowner,” SPPS must accommodate a whole host
of external standards, expectations, and best practices regarding things like classroom
size, the sorts of programming that should be located on the main floor, federal
accessibility standards under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and meeting
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the needs of children with learning disabilities who require individualized instruction. As
an institution, the school must also adhere to different building codes for things like
ventilation and mechanicals that are very different from those that apply to private

homes. All of these external forces together create the “plight of the landowner.” Some of
the issues include:

« Classroom size: According to the metrics established by both SPPS and the Minnesota
Department of Education, not a single classroom in the Lower campus building meets
size standards, and some Upper campus rooms are only half of the minimum
recommended size. In practical terms, bringing all classrooms on both campuses up to
minimum accepted size within their existing structures will displace two full grades at
each campus. Since there is no room to add new classrooms at Monroe, two grades from
Monroe will move to the new classroom wing at Linwood, enabling all of the school’s
existing students, on both campuses, to have adequately sized classrooms. (Note: Despite
all the new space being built at Linwood, the project will not expand the school’s
enrollments; its purpose is to alleviate the significant overcrowding experienced by its
current study body on both campuses.) You can see this clearly in the adequacy
assessment diagrams:

LA O00NDWECE AATS FULS . LFFER

Upper campus ‘
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« Alignment: Although enlarging all classrooms to meet state size guidelines will
displace two grades from Monroe, this creates an opportunity to move the 4-year-old Pre-
K students and 9-year-old 4th graders from the middle school building into the
elementary school building. This has huge benefits for the students involved, since
research studies underscore the benefits of grouping younger children together. Bringing
the 4th graders to the elementary school campus has additional equity benefits, since 4th
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grade is a crucial point when the achievement gap starts to widen. Keeping the school’s
4th graders in familiar surroundings where they have established relationships with
trusted teachers will provide valuable stability at a crucial point in their lives.

* The gym-cafe-torium: Minnesota Department of Education guidelines for school
buildings state that “If there is only one gymnasium in the elementary school, it should
not be a multipurpose gymnasium/cafeteria because of the difficulty of scheduling
physical education classes around lunch periods” (84). The Linwood campus’s only gym
is a combined gym-cafeteria-auditorium, which means that the gym is not available to
students for indoor recess on any of Minnesota’s numerous bad-weather days. In
addition, the space functions inefficiently as a cafeteria, which means that some students
must eat too early and others must eat too late. As a result, many students spend
significant portions of the day hungty.

» Federal laws: Both campuses need extensive work to meet federal accessibility
requirements under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and to create appropriate
spaces for federally mandated 1:1 instruction for students with Individualized Education
Plans (IEPs) for diagnosed disabilities. Only one accessible bathroom exists on the
Linwood campus, and both individualized instruction and breakout instruction for
English Language Learners currently must take place in hallways because no other
classroom spaces exist.

« First floor programming: Fire safety and building security largely determine which
programming needs to go on the first floor. Everything that doesn’t have to be on the first
floor is on an upper floor.

The truth is that, at 30 feet, the zoning height limit would not accommodate even a two-
story addition without a height variance. That means that the school could meet one of its
needs by building a one-story cafeteria, but would have to leave its classrooms as they
are: significantly smaller than the Minnesota Department of Education’s (MDE) size
guidelines, with no break-out rooms for English language learners or students needing
individualized instruction. Worse, even if the school ignored MDE guidelines and did not
build a separate cafeteria, leaving its poorly functioning combined gym-cafeteria-
auditorium alone, height limits are such that it could only build a single-story addition,
which means it could not come close to making all of its existing classrooms large
enough to meet guidelines. Even if the school did not relocate fourth grade from the
Upper campus to the Lower campus, giving students adequately sized classrooms and a
new cafeteria would still require part of the addition to be three stories tall, necessitating
the same 17-foot height variance that it is requesting now.

Again, thank you for your important work. It is clear that:

denying either of the two requested variances to a school would be completely
unprecedented in the history of the city, and thus mark a clear violation of the spirit and
intention of the zoning code

the requests are in line with (indeed, smaller than) similar recent requests—all of which
have been granted—for both height and lot coverage variances in equivalently zoned
(R4) neighborhoods in the city,

this project has been studied more thoroughly, by agencies at more levels of government,
than perhaps any other construction project that SPPS has ever undertaken, with the




result that every single agency studying the project has determined that it meets all of the
legal requirements of environmentally responsible construction in a state historic
district,

o the project resolves a number of serious problems with the current building—as
determined by exterior standards, requirements, and best practices—that impose
unwarranted burdens on the students and teachers of the school, including serious
accessibility problems, classrooms that are significantly smaller than SPPS standards, a
lack of dedicated indoor play space, the lack of an efficient and functional cafeteria, and
inadequate spaces for federally mandated one-on-one and breakout instruction.

Though contentious, this is an outstanding project. It has clearly met every one of the six criteria

to receive a variance for both of the variances being requested, and it deserves the full support of
the city.

Sincerely,

Chris Wells
Macalester Groveland
St. Paul, MN 55105
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Westenhofer, Sean (CI-StPaul)

From: Jason Johnson <jsnjohnson@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, February 9, 2017 11:58 PM

To: Westenhofer, Sean (CI-StPaul)

Subject: Support for Granting Variances at 1023 Osceola (Linwood Monroe Arts Plus Lower)

February 9%, 2017
Dear Sean Westenhofer and the Board of Zoning Appeals,

As a Saint Paul resident and parent of two children at Linwood Monroe Arts Plus (LMAP), I am writing
in strong support of granting the necessary zoning variances that would allow the improvements to
LMAP’s lower campus to proceed.

Linwood Monroe Arts Plus is a wonderful K-8 school. It is a model of integration and diversity in its
student population (67% children of color, 2/3 of children receiving free or reduced lunch). It serves as
a Language Academy school, welcoming and educating immigrant children that are new to our city. It
also serves as a hub for special education and children with developmental and cognitive disabilities. On
top of this, it is one of the critical schools on the creative arts pathway, offered by Saint Paul Public
Schools, at a time when arts education is under attack.

There is no question that the facilities at both campuses of Linwood Monroe are woefully

inadequate. Rooms are much too small for a proper, modern education. Teachers don’t have room to
store materials or even to have a desk. LMARP is an arts school that has its cafeteria combined with its
gym combined with its performing space. On the coldest of Minnesota days, students have no place for
indoor recess, as the gym is being used as a cafeteria. They’re forced to sit quietly in their classrooms
and play on their iPads, instead of getting the exercise that these young children need.

Because of its special missions, LMAP offers individualized education to many students. However, the
school does not have the facilities for this instruction, so many students are taught at tables rigged up in
the hallways.

Most appallingly, this school serving disabled children is not accessible under the American’s with
Disabilities Acts (ADA). Save for a bathroom behind a curtain in the main office, not a single children’s
bathroom at LMARP is accessible. All require going up one or more stairs! The stage in this performing
arts school is also not accessible. While their classmates are performing on stage, whether at one of the
weekly community gatherings or during a special performance, children in wheelchairs or with other
mobility difficulties have to stay on the gym floor. This is not right.

Saint Paul Public Schools has recognized these inadequacies and stands ready to make a significant
investment in Linwood Monroe Arts Plus. This investment is supported by administrators, parents,
many school neighbors, and many, if not most, from the wider Saint Paul community. The NAACP, the
Saint Paul Federation of Teachers, the Fort Road/West 7™ Federation, and other city organizations have
come out in far of the improvements to Linwood Monroe. There can be no doubt that this investment is
critically important to our city.




Given the importance and the unprecedented nature of the agreement that this project needs to go ahead,
it boggles the mind that anyone, let alone a small minority of vocal school neighbors would express
opposition to the plan and to granting variances. Nonetheless, that is where we find ourselves.

Linwood Monroe Arts Plus is simply asking for variances to reach a lot coverage of 38.5%, just 3.5%
more than the code allows, while also asking to match the height of the existing building at 47 feet.

Fortunately, Saint Paul, the Board of Zoning Appeals and the City Council have established a precedent
that schools, especially those in residential areas, whether public or private, can request and will receive
zoning variances. It is in the fabric of Saint Paul that our educational institutions should be high quality,
that they should have adequate facilities, not subjects to the whim of neighborhood or privilege, and that
they should give to children of all socioeconomic classes a good education, according to their rights
under the Constitution of the State of Minnesota.

Precedent seems to suggest that these variances will and should be granted. City staff and others could
not identify a single time when schools were not granted zoning variances. Schools granted similar
variances, and those variances, include:

Saint Agnes School (530 LaFond Ave.): 41.3% lot coverage, 38’ height, reduced setbacks
Community of Peace Academy (471 Magnolia Ave. E): 48% lot coverage
Nativity of Our Lord School (1900 Stanford Ave.): 38% lot coverage, 33 space parking variance

Saint Paul City Primary (260 Edmond Ave., zoned RT1): 40% lot coverage, 11 space parking variance, and
reduced setbacks

Saint Paul Academy (1712 Randolph Ave.): 356" and 50.1" height

Saint Anthony Park Elementary: 41.9% lot coverage, 11 space parking variance

The most relevant of these is probably the height variance granted to Saint Paul Academy Upper with it
performing arts center building possessing portions of 35’6 and 50.1”. The lot at 1712 Randolph was
also zoned R4, like Linwood Monroe Lower. It should be noted that this construction was not matching
the height of an old building, like Linwood will and that the construction certainly does not pre-date
zoning codes. These variances were granted because they were reasonable and it was best for the
children being educated by Saint Paul Academy. Saint Paul values education and precedent demands
these requests be granted.

Precedent aside, as you know, there are 6 criteria that must be met to grant a variance. I’ve listed these
below, along with examples of how each and everyone one of them is met by the Linwood Monroe
request.

1. “The variance is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the zoning code.”

It would be possible to go on and on about how the improvements to Linwood Monroe are in harmony
with the zoning code and the variance submittal does exactly that, so I will point out just a couple.

First of all, the variance process itself was setup to recognize a case just like this one—that important

business and public institutions found in some zoning classifications cannot meet the requirements of the
zoning code and should not have to do so.
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Second, what more important work does a city do than “promote and to protect the public health, safety,
morals, aesthetics, economic viability and general welfare of the community.” Isn’t this exactly what
Linwood Monroe does for its community?

Finally, the zoning code is intended “to encourage a compatible mix of land uses, at densities that
support transit, that reflect the scale, character and urban design of Saint Paul's existing traditional
neighborhoods.” In a neighborhood such as the one around Linwood Monroe, just blocks off of
Lexington and Grand Avenues, surrounded by large single family houses and 3 and 4 story apartments
and condominiums, isn’t this exactly what an improved Linwood Monroe will do?

2. “The variance is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan (CP).”

The Comprehensive Plan is fully supportive of schools and their educational mission and this will
continue with the improvement of LMAP enabled by these variances. There is little argument

here. With completion of the EAW and the negative finding of the city with regards to an EIS and
agreement with historic preservation authorities that the plan is a good one, there should no suggestion
that the variances are anything but consistent with the comprehensive plan.

3. “The applicant has established that there are practical difficulties in complying with the
provision and that the property owner proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner not
permitted by the provision, economic considerations alone do not constitute practical
difficulties.”

First and foremost, being an urban school in a residentially-zoned neighborhood, and pre-dating the first
zoning codes in Saint Paul is itself a practical difficulty and hardship. We value schools in
neighborhoods within Saint Paul and this is one of the main reasons that zoning variances exist.

More specifically, if Linwood Monroe is to meet the true definition of ADA accessibility, not just band
aids, if it is to have appropriately sized classrooms, is to have a student distribution that is best designed
for an adequate education, and is to have year-round play spaces for the children of the school—and
neighborhood, then the zoning variances are required.

Take for instance the erroneous argument against hosting Pre-K and 4" grade in the building. In
absence of these changes, the building will still cover the same amount of its lot. The building will still
require three-stories and height variance. In fact, even if kids were sent away (with nowhere else to fit!)
The two story building would still require a height variance. An institutional building such as this, that
meets building and accessibility codes in an urban setting, simply cannot meet zoning codes laid out for
single family dwellings. It’s that simple.

4. “The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property not created by
the landowner.”

Much has changed in education and in the world since 1924, when the City of Saint Paul built Linwood
School. Linwood Monroe was originally built for children who sat in cramped desks facing a
blackboard and who went home for lunch. Now hard fought experience tells us for children to receive
the education guaranteed by the Minnesota Constitution, they need space. Space to read and to play and
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to work in groups and to have one-on-one time with teachers and aides. There need to be fewer than 50
kids to a classroom that is comparable in size to a small living room.

Schools now feed the majority of students at lunch time and feed ALL of the children breakfast. There
need to be kitchens and cafeterias that were not anticipated in the original building design.

It is now know that children benefit by starting school at Age 4. The need for Pre-K space is very new
in Minnesota and not something accommodated well by the existing building. Moreover, it is now know
that 4™ graders should have consistency and continuity at a time when the achievement gaps

increases. They shouldn’t be shipped off to middle school prematurely. And the especially shouldn’t be
sent to a building without room to a middle school with even less room.

The fact is, the entire SPPS system can be likened to a set of dominoes. All buildings and schools are
linked to one another and knocking one over creates a cascade that is felt everywhere, in all
neighborhoods. Children should not be move around willy-nilly, like cargo at the whim of the
immediate neighbors of their school.

Because Linwood Monroe is a two campus school, it is easy to say “just move them”. Because there are
so many public schools in Saint Paul, it is easy to say “just move them to another building”. But it
doesn’t work that way. The Pre-K to 4™ graders of Linwood Monroe need to be together in a modern
building located at 1023 Osceola. The 5% — 8% graders of Linwood Monroe need to be in a building in
the West 7™ neighborhood that fits them and works for them.

Absolutely none of this has anything to do with the whims of Saint Paul Public Schools. They are
working to find the best solution to a world that has changed.

5. “The variance will not permit any use that is not allowed in the zoning district where the
affected land is located.”

Educational institutions are allowed in the R4 zoning district.
6. “The variance will not alter the essential character of the surrounding area.”

In an area where LMAP Lower has stood for nearly 100 years, it is ridiculous to say that fixing its
shortcomings, while maintaining its historically accurate look will alter the essential character of the
neighborhood. It is a neighborhood that is full of 3 and 4 story apartment buildings and condos of the
same era, including one across the street. It is within 1000 yards of another similar, but much bigger
school, Saint Paul Academy Lower, itself surrounded by single family houses and apartment
buildings. The improved Linwood Monroe will fit into the neighborhood as it always has.

Moreover, this isn’t just my opinion, but one that is shared by historic preservation experts. The State
Historic Preservation Office found that the building size and massing, demolition of its smokestack and
coal shed, as well as its overall design and window and brickwork will be consistent with historic
preservation standards. The Saint Paul Heritage Preservation Commission also agreed, with one
Commission stating during their review meeting that he was quite familiar with the building and its new
rear fagade would be a great improvement for the neighborhood.

Simply put, LMAP now and LMARP after the variances are approved and improvements are made will be
as vitality important a part of the essential character of its neighborhood as it ever was.
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With precedent on its side, and each of the criteria for granting the variances being met, I implore the
Board of Zoning appeals to approve the variances requested at 1023 Osceola, Linwood Monroe Arts
Plus Lower Campus, and through this action make a statement that our public school buildings should
be all that they can be, so that all of the children in Saint Paul, regardless of their race or socioeconomic
status, can receive the education that they deserve, not only because the law requires it, or because it is
best for Saint Paul, but because it is the right thing to do.

Sincerely,
Jason P. Johnson

LMAP Parent
Saint Paul, MN 55116




Westenhofer, Sean (Cl-StPaul)

From: Rhonie Waldron <advocatesforimap@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, February 10, 2017 5:48 AM

To: Westenhofer, Sean (Cl-StPaul)

Subject: Letter of Support for LMAP Variance

From: Rhonie Waldron
Email Address: rhoniekw(@comcast.net
Address: 333 Goodrich Ave 55102

Relationship to LMAP: an LMAP parent, a supporter of public education in St. Paul, LMAP PTA Board
Member

I am writing to express my strong support for the two zoning variances that Linwood Monroe Arts Plus needs in
order to be able to bring both of its buildings into the twenty-first century. The two major revisions to the plans
that SPPS has made based on community input since the initial plan was announced in March have made it
dramatically better, and the new plan will create a much better learning environment for the school’s students
and teachers. As someone who believes in the importance of a vibrant public education system, I hope that you
will support the requested variances, too.

Sincerely,

Rhonie Waldron
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From: joshperickson@aol.com
Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2017 4:38 AM
To: #ClI-StPaul_Ward2; Westenhofer, Sean (CI-StPaul)
Subject: BZA Hearing for Linwood
Sean-

I cannot make it to the hearing on Monday but was given your email address as a way to express my opinion as a
neighbor to the school. 1 live directly across from the north side (playground side) of the school on Fairmount and have
two children who attend St Paul Public Schools although not Linwood. | was very much against the original plan that the
school put forward particularly related to the parking lot and was relieved to see the changes made on subsequent
versions. | appreciate all the effort the school and district have put forward to come up with alternative solutions and while
my son and | will miss having a baseball backstop across the street for batting practice | believe it's more important for the
children, parents and educators to get the facilities they need for a top notch school. If that means | have to look at a
slightly taller building outside my front window and get a little more creative with throwing baseballs it's obviously a very
small price to pay in order to better educate hundreds of kids every year.

Josh Erickson
1017 Fairmount Ave




November 29, 2016

Sean Westenhofer

Department of Safety and Inspections
375 Jackson St. Suite 220

Saint Paul, MN 55101

Dear Sean Westenhofe,

I am writing this letter to strongly encourage the Board of Zoning Appeals
(BZA) to approve the two variances (1023 Osceola) in order to construct an
addition onto the Lower Campus of Linwood Monroe Arts Plus school.

The list of benefits to the Lower Campus (Linwood) and Upper Campus
(Monroe) are important to me. Without the variances being approved no
improvements can be done at either building (the projects are inter-related).

The expansion at the Monroe campus would ensure that my students would
have breakout classrooms to work in, rather than sitting in the hallway in
front of lockers disturbing other classrooms. My co-teacher takes our EL
students to the hallway to read texts outloud, review content, and read tests
aloud.

My classroom is on the other side of the building from the other teachers in my
grade-level. This creates a disconnect between my classroom and other core
classes between both the teachers and the students. The expansion would create
a block of grade-level core classes in the same part of the building.

Sincerely,

LMAP Teacher ;

Cc: City Council, SPPS Board of Directors and SPPS Interim
Superintendent
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Westenhofer, Sean (Cl-StPaul)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Categories:

Dear Mr. Westenhofer,

It is time to make the expansion at Linwood Elementary School happen! | hope the BZA will approve the two variances
needed to construct an addition onto the Linwood Elementary School building.

As the parents of a new sixth grader at Linwood Monroe Arts Plus, my husband and | have studied the proposed
expansion plans at both Linwood and Monroe—and followed the dissent among some Linwood neighbors. We’ve been

Steve Heitzeg <steve@steveheitzeg.com>
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 12:08 PM
Westenhofer, Sean (CI-StPaul)

support for Linwood School renovation

Red Category

impressed by how responsive, respectful and proactive SPPS has been in addressing neighbor concerns and developing a

compromise plan.

Now it is time to end the back and forth and move forward with this significant project! These kids deserve updated,

accessible facilities that bring the school into the 21% century.

| hope the BZA will approve the two needed variances to make the school expansion possible. Doing so will improve the
educational experience for thousands of kids!

Thank you for considering this letter,

Steve Heitzeg
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Westenhofer, Sean (CI-StPaul) Le-0e7/ES

From: Mary Currie <advocatesforimap@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 6, 2017 10:13 PM

To: Westenhofer, Sean (CI-StPaul)

Subject: Letter of Support for LMAP Variance

From: Mary Currie

Email Address: mtbeurrie@gmail.com

Address:

Relationship to LMAP: a supporter of public education in St. Paul

I would like to thank you for your service, and am grateful for the work that you do. T am writing to express my
support for the proposed upgrades to Linwood Monroe Arts Plus facilities on both campuses. The addition to
the Lower campus (Linwood) building will allow the school to make a number of essential updates, such as
making both buildings accessible for students with limited mobility, bringing undersized classrooms on both
campuses up to size standards, and moving four-year-old pre-K students and nine-year-old fourth graders out of
the middle school environment into the more appropriate environment of the elementary school. The addition
will also increase the amount of available dedicated play space by over 1,000 sf and give students the dedicated
place they currently do not have to play inside on bad weather days. At the Upper school (Monroe), where some
classrooms are only half the size that SPPS standards call for, all classrooms will be brought up to adequate
sizes. I strongly support the two zoning variances that Linwood Monroe needs in order to be able to bring both
of its buildings into the twenty-first century, and appreciate the willingness of SPPS to adjust its plans by
making two major revisions based on community input. As someone who believes in the importance of a
vibrant public education system, I hope that you will support them, too.

Love Linwood Elementary! Do it for the children!!
Sincerely,

Mary Currie

242




3o

2

4:‘1"*3 3

Dear\\{w fé‘a ;, Vg::gﬁ’i

o, !

rooWres

We necd bisser

-

Sincerely,

/

i | A< b7

3




] o 30 " .
Dear -M‘f ) \jﬁwsg& Lo o i

Sincerely,

4

%S




