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Master Resolution

01/18/2011Legislative Hearings

Item is Referred Under Master Resolution Action  Text: 

Approve the assessment and spread the payments over two (2) years.

Fire Certificate of Occupancy

Jose L. Escoto, owner, appeared.

Mr. Escoto explained that the house is not rental property; it is family homesteaded and his son lives 

there.  He pays the payment on the house and he has five (5) kids; he cannot pay for the Fire 

Certificate of Occupancy inspection.  Every year for many years, Mr. Escoto has paid $50 fee for 

inspection but this is the first time the house was inspected.  He believed that he had been paying for 

the inspection with the $50/year fee.

Inspector Westenhofer reported that this is a Class C property.  Ms. Moermond asked if there was any 

communication about whether or not this should be in the Fire C of O Program.  Mr. Westenhofer 
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responded, "No."  He did the inspection at that time.  The property is homesteaded as relative 

homestead, which is not owner occupied; so, it is considered a single-family rental property.

Ms. Moermond would like to have a conversation about whether this should be in the Fire Certificate of 

Occupancy Program.  There may be ways to work on the ownership differently, where the son would 

assume some ownership in the house, not just paying payments but getting his name on the title.  With 

an ownership interest in the house, he may not be subject to the Fire Certificate of Occupancy 

Program.  At this time, the program is very clear that this would be considered non-owner occupied 

and so it has to be inspected by the Fire Certificate of Occupancy Program.  This issue will be 

discussed in this format at this venue in three (3) weeks, February 8, 2011, at 1:30 p.m.

Ms. Moermond recommended approving the assessment, spreading the payments over two (2) years.

Mr. Escoto asked what the City did with the $50 he had been paying every year.  He thought it should 

go toward the inspection fee; the inspectors never came until recently.  Ms. Moermond responded that 

the City had a practice of decreasing the first assessment by the amount of the previous year's 

provisional payment.  That policy changed a little over a year ago.  It actually costs the City more than 

it charges to do the inspection.  Ms. Moermond suggested that Mr. Escoto attend the City Council 

Public Hearing on February 2, 2011, if he is looking for a different outcome.
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