February 9, 2019

St. Paul Charter Commission
City of St. Paul

15 Kellogg Boulevard West
St. Paul, MN 55102

Dear Commissioners:

I am writing to oppose Charter Commission Item 19-6 amending Section 8.03:
Determination of Sufficiency. The proposed language mandates the city clerk to reject a
petition signature when the provided name, address and birth year do not match the
voter’s corresponding record on the public list of registered voters.

Referendum petitions are inherently opposed to a council’s action. The proposed
Section 8.03 language gives the council-appointed city clerk substantial discretion to
decide whether the petition information “matches” the voter record. Signatures could
be rejected for any discrepancy with the voter list (see examples in Attachment A).

Signing a petition is neither a vote nor a legislative act. I recommend that “eligible
voter” replace “registered voter” for a valid signature under Section 8.02. The city clerk
need only verify that the petition address is within St. Paul. This validation process
eliminates subjective determinations about whether a signature “matches” the voter
record and is readily transparent to the petitioners.

Sincerely,
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Peter K. Butler
2140 Bayard Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55116



ATTACHMENT A: Examples of invalidated signatures not “matching” the voter record

Ramsey County Elections Office invalidated these signatures on my 2017 charter-
amendment petition because the “Signer [is] not registered to vote in Saint Paul as
indicated on petition.” I have provided the signer’s contemporaneous public voter record
data above the signature line for comparison.
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ATTACHMENT B: “Registered voter” and “registered to vote” are not equivalent

City of St. Paul Charter Section 8.02 requires petition signers to be registered voters, not
registered to vote. A registered voter who moves, changes name or becomes inactive
remains a registered voter but must update his or her registration before voting again. The
person is not required to re-register.

2018 Minnesota Statutes

201.021 FEEMANENT REGISTRATION SYSTENM.

A permanent systern of voter registration by county 15 established, with a single, official,
centralized, interactive computerized statewide voter registration list defined, maintained, and
adrministered at the state level that contains the name and registration information of every legally
registered voter in the state, and assigns a unique 1dentifier to each legally registered voter in the
state. The interactive computerized statewide voter registration list constitutes the official list of
every legally registered voter in the state. The county auditor shall be chief registrar of voters and the
chief custodian of the official registration records in each county. The secretary of state 15
responsible for defining, maintaining, and administering the centralized system.
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woting in elections is your opportunity to be heard, hold elected
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our dermocracy.
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[ 1 do not have a MN-issued driver’s license or MN 1D card
The last four digits of my Social Security Number are:

LI 1 do not have a MN-issued driver's license, a MN-issued ID card, or a Social Security Number.

gistration Updates - Are you currently registered under a different name or address?
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