
February 9, 2019

St. Paul Charter Commission 
City of St. Paul
15 Kellogg Boulevard West
St. Paul, MN 55102

Dear Commissioners:

I am writing to oppose Charter Commission Item 19-6 amending Section 8.03: 
Determination of Sufficiency. The proposed language mandates the city clerk to reject a
petition signature when the provided name, address and birth year do not match the 
voter’s corresponding record on the public list of registered voters.

Referendum petitions are inherently opposed to a council’s action. The proposed 
Section 8.03 language gives the council-appointed city clerk substantial discretion to 
decide whether the petition information “matches” the voter record. Signatures could 
be rejected for any discrepancy with the voter list (see examples in Attachment A).

Signing a petition is neither a vote nor a legislative act. I recommend that “eligible 
voter” replace “registered voter” for a valid signature under Section 8.02. The city clerk 
need only verify that the petition address is within St. Paul. This validation process 
eliminates subjective determinations about whether a signature “matches” the voter 
record and is readily transparent to the petitioners.

Sincerely,

Peter K. Butler
2140 Bayard Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55116 
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ATTACHMENT A: Examples of invalidated signatures not “matching” the voter record

Ramsey County Elections Office invalidated these signatures on my 2017 charter-
amendment petition because the “Signer [is] not registered to vote in Saint Paul as 
indicated on petition.” I have provided the signer’s contemporaneous public voter record 
data above the signature line for comparison.

Voter ID 4759926 ANDREA ELVIRA NELL-ROSENBERG 581 ST CLAIR AVE        1986

Voter ID 2211439 CHARLES T RUDBERG     1381 GOODRICH         1954

Voter ID 2259876       MAUREEN J DRISCOLL     310 MISSISSIPPI RIVER BLVD S     1954

Voter Id 2280771 KATHLEEN DALY MCMAHON 2006 WELLESLEY         1974

Voter ID 2244753; DIANE MCDANEL HEIDEMAN 767 ASHLAND AVE            1953

Voter ID 5158434     GUNILLA M L MALMROS-SJOBERG 1031 TOPPING ST         1962

Voter ID 3022161 ELIZABETH ANN EGNASH 525 HOLLY AVE          1961

Voter ID 3471121 MARY ELLEN STOFFEL 1329 JUNO AVE         1984

Voter ID 2266313 AURELIA HARRISON WILLS     955 LOMBARD AVE         1963

Voter ID 2134164         JUDITH ANN MILLER 854 LINWOOD AVE # 1       1940

Voter ID 3166452   STEPHEN MATTHEW BOYD-SMITH      2099 BERKELEY          1967

Voter ID 4431676 ZACHERY LEMOYNE HARPER 175 CHARLES AVE # 233         1980
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 ATTACHMENT B: “Registered voter” and “registered to vote” are not equivalent

City of St. Paul Charter Section 8.02 requires petition signers to be registered voters, not 
registered to vote. A registered voter who moves, changes name or becomes inactive 
remains a registered voter but must update his or her registration before voting again. The 
person is not required to re-register.

https://www.ramseycounty.us/residents/elections-voting/voters/prepare-vote
Accessed February 9, 2019
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https://www.ramseycounty.us/residents/elections-voting/voters/prepare-vote


Minnesota Voter Registration Application excerpt

4


