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THE FIRE DEPARTMENT WAS CALLED TO THE SCENE BY AN OCCUPANT REPORTING SMOKE IN HER HOME, ENGINE #24'S CREW ARRIVED TO FIND SMOKE
COMING FROM THE EAVES, ENGINE #24'S CREW ADVANCED A 1 3/4" PRE-CONNECTED HOSE LINE TO THE FIRST FLOOR AND BASEMENT FOR FIRE
EXTINGUISHMENT. ENGINE #17'S CREW LAYED A SUPPLY LINE TO ENGINE #24 AND ENGINE #9 RELAY PUMPED FROM THE HYDRANT. ENGINE #17°G CREW

THEN ADVANCED A 1 3/4" HAND LINE TO BACK-UP ENGINE #24'S CREW. LADDER #24'S CREW PERFORMED A PRIMARY SEARCH ON THE FIRST FLOOR AND
ENGINE #17'S CREW PERFORMED A PRIMARY SEARCH IN THE BASEMENT. SQUAD #1'S CREW SHUT OFF THE GAS, PERFORMED A SECONDARY SEARCH ON THE
FIRST FLOOR, AND CHECKED THE ATTIC FOR EXTENSION. ENGINE #17'S CREW PERFORMED A SECONDARY SEARCH IN THE BASEMENT AND SECURED THE
ELEGTRIC SERVICE AT THE BREAKER PANEL. SECONDARY SEARCHES WERE ALSC PERFORMED WITH NEGATIVE FINDINGS ON ALL FLOORS.

XCEL WAS CALLED TO THE SCENE. XCEL LLOCKED OUT THE GAS AND REMOVED THE METER TO THE HOME. BOARD-UP WAS CALLED FOR FOUR BASEMENT
WINDOWS WHICH WERE BROKEN TO FACILITATE FIRE ATTACK AND VENTILATION. BACK-UP FIRE INVESTIGATOR MOKOSSO DETERMINED THE CAUSE OF THE
FIRE TO BE A CANDLE LEFT BURNING ON A HUTGH IN THE LIVING ROOM. THE SINGLE OGCUPANT WAS TRANSPORTED BY THE FIRE INVESTIGATOR TO HER
EX-HUSBAND'S HOME FOR THE NIGHT. THE BOARD-UP COMPANY ARRIVED ON SCENE AND COMMAND WAS TERMINATED.




Saint Paul Fire Department
FIRE INCIDENT DISPOSITION

INCIDENT NUMBER:

17-01483 DATE OF INCIDENT: 01-12-2017

TIME OF INCIDENT:

2328 hours POLICE CASE #: N/A

INVESTIGATOR (s8):

k. Mokosso

INCIDENT ADDRESS:

1872 Nevada Avenue Fagt, 8Saint Paul, MN 55119

OCCUPANT NAME:

Elizabeth J. Carlson PHONE:651-746-9439

OWNER NAME:

Tadiwos A. Gebeyehu PHONE:651-263-2192
Miliite T. Gebremichael

ADDRESS OF OWNER:

14266 Ailesbury Court, Rosemount, MN 55068-2500

PROPERTY DAMAGED:

Single Family Dwelling AREA OF ORIGIN:Living Room

DAMAGE ESTIMATE: Building $40,000 Vehicle $§ Other (Describe) 3%
VALUE : Building $112,200 Vvehicle S Other (Describe) §
Damage Estimate $8,000

CONTENTS ONLY:

INJURY/DEATH
(1f yes, explain)

No [ ] Yes

SMOKE DETECTOR,
SPRINKLER, and
CARBON MONOXIDE
INFORMATION:

Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
No [X] Unknown

Q

o
Lt

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes #
Yes

Smoke Detector Present:
Detector Functioning:
Sprinkler System Present:
Sprinkler Heads activated:
C.0 Detector Present:

OOORR
CIXIKICIC
5553

FIRE CAUSE
CLASSIFICATION:

Accidental { ] Juvenile/Incendiary

[ ] Incendiary [] child (under 10 years old)
[[] vatural [ | undetermined

[ ] under Investigation

SYNQPSIS:

The Saint Paul Fire Department was called to a report of smoke
in a house. Firefighters arrived to find a fire on the main
floor of the house, with extension to the basement through the
floor. The occupant had left for work at about 0530 hours and
her daughter left for school at about 0645 hours. Neither had
been home until the occcupant came home at about 2328 hours. The
occupant opened the back dooxr, saw smoke, heard the smoke
detectors sounding, and called 9-1-1. The ignition source was a
candle left burning on a hutch in the living room. In addition
the occupant was a smoker. The occupant stated she stored
extinguished cigarette butts in a bag in one of the drawers of
the hutch. The first fuels ignited were the hutch made of wood
and ordinary combustible materials inside the hutch. The action
that brought these items together was an unattended open flame
of a burning candle. The classification of fire cause ig
accidental.

DISPOSITION:

[] E-mail only [] Hold Scene until approved
[ | DO NOT DEMOLISH until approved [X] scene Released
[] Analysis of Evidence Pending Eﬂ Report to Follow




PAGE 1 OF 3
FIRE INVESTIGATION REPORT
INCIDENT NO: 17-01483 _ DATE: 01/12/2017 TIME: 2328 HOURS
ADDRESS: 1872 NEVADA AVENUE EAST INSURANCE CO: STATE FARM
DAMAGE ESTIMATE: $48,000

SYNOPSIS: On Thursday, January 12, 2017, at approximately 2328 hours, the Saint Paul Fire
Department was called to a report of a structure fire. The location of the incident was 1872
Nevada Avenue East. Upon the fire department’s arrival, Ladder #24°s crew found smoke and
flames on the main floor in the living room. Crews extinguished the fire and performed-
overhaul. Investigation revealed the fire appeared to have started in a huich located on the south
wall in the living room and extended to the floor below and the wall behind. The greatest area of
charring and fire damage was on the south wall and the floor below the hutch. Smoke, heat, and
soot heavily damaged the other areas of the house. The classification of fire cause is accidental.

PEOPLE: Property Owner, TADIWOS A. GEBEYEHU and MILIITE T, GEBREMICHAEL,
14266 Ailesbury Court, Rosemount, Minnesota 55068-2900, 651-263-2192.

Occupant, ELIZABETH J. CARLSON, 1872 Nevada Avenue East, Saint Paul 55119, 651-746-
9439, DOB 11/10/1959,

BACKGROUND: I received notification of the fire via the Communications Center at
approximately 2339 hours. Iresponded to the incident scene and arrived at approximately 2358
hours. The fire was extinguished prior to my arrival. The occupants were all out of the structure
and there were no injuries. The air temperature was approximately 16 degrees Fahrenheit,

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION: The structure is a single story house of wood framed
construction with exterior stucco siding. The house measures approximately 30 feet wide by 30
feet deep. The address side faces the north and there is a detached garage on the south side of
the home.

EXTERTOR EXAMINATION: Visual inspection of the exterior found smoke and soot
damage to the windows on the main floor and basement on all four sides of the building. No
other exterior damage was found.

INTERIOR EXAMINATION: Visual inspection of the inferior found heavy smoke and fire
damage to the living room with a hole burned through the living floor. Smoke, heat, and soot
damage was observed to the basement, southeast bedroom, southwest bedroom, kitchen, hallway,
bathroom, and basement stairs. '




Fire Investigation Report
1872 Nevada Avenue East
Page Two

The heaviest fire damage and charring was to the flooring, floor joists, and wall of the south area
of the living room. The floor had been compromised by the fire and there was a hole burned
through the living room floor directly below the hutch on the south wall, One floor joist had
burned completely through and there was significant charring on the two adjacent floor joists.

The wall studs on the south wall sustained charring at the base of the wall. The heat damage on
the wall studs diminished as they went upwards. The wall studs were clean with no visible signs
of heat damage or charring on the other sides of the wall in the adjacent southeast bedroom.
There was an outlet on the south living room wall directly behind the hutch. A portion of the
outlet cover had melted with no visible signs of chatring. The outlet on the other side of the wall
in the adjacent southeast bedroom was completely intact. There were no electrical breakers
tripped in the service panel. The immediate area around the hutch on the living room south wall
was the area of origin.

INTERVIEW: Occupant, ELIZABETH J, CARLSON, was interviewed at the scene on F riday,
January 13, 2017, at approximately 0005 hours and she stated:

o I rent the property and live here with my 16-year old daughter.
e Tam asmoker and smoke in the house.
o 1 burn candles in the house regularly.

o left for work at around 5:30 (a.m.) on Thursday (January 12) and returned at around 11:30
p.m.

o My daughter left for school at around 6:45 (a.m.) on Thursday (January 12) and did not
return home because she went to her father’s house after school.

o Ismoked a cigarette in the house yesterday morning before leaving for work.

¢ I cleaned out the ashirays yesterday morning and put the discarded cigarette butts into a bag
to keep down the smell of smoke.

e Iplaced the bag of discarded cigarette butts from the ashtrays into a drawer of the hutch in
the living room.

¢ I burn candles on a hutch shelf regﬁlarly and I think T may not have extinguished the candle
when [ left this morning,



Fire Investigation Report
1872 Nevada Avenue East
Page Three

o Tentered through a locked door of the house around 11:30_(p.m.) and saw fire and smoke.

¢ Iclosed the door immediately and called 9-1-1.

PHOTOGRAPHS/SKETCH: Digital photographs were taken.

EVIDENCE: No evidence was collected. All possible evidence was left on scene for
examination by an insurance company representative.

CONCLUSION: After examination of the fire scene, the interview conducted, and fire patterns
of both movement and intensity observed it is my opinion the fire began in the hutch that had
been in the living room on the south wall and extended to the floor directly below. The greatest
area of fire damage was the flooring, floor joists, and wall of the south area of the living room.
The ignition source was most probably the open flame of an unattended candle. The first
fuel/material ignited was combustible material on the hutch. The action that brought these items
together was the homeowner leaving the candle burning when she left the home. The oscidant
was normal atmosphiric air. The classification of fire cause is accidental. This concludes my
investigation and repott.

R. Mokosso, Back-up Fire Investigator, B Shift, 01/13/2017 .

RM/su



