Inho Chang
1155 Karth Lake Dr
Arden Hills, MN 55112

Saint Pual City Council
Public Hearing
Re: 733 Thomas Ave. Vacant Building Registration Fee Assessment

11712024

Dear Gouncil Members,

Good afternocn,

| am attending the hearing oni‘danu'ary: 17, 2024,

Thank you, council members, for gi\?iﬁé me an opportumt’y to spaak with you at this hearing.
My nama is Inhe Chang, who am the owner of the property.

I am not & native English spesker, so my English is not perfect. Please bear with me for my not perfect
English.

The property had a fire incident on 4/6/2022. When | started working on having it repaired, everyone was
short-handed and was extremely slow to respond to my requests, such as getiing the police report, the
insurance claim, finding contractors. Especially, | had 2 hard time to find right contractors. While the
general building contractor | hired was working on repairing fire damages, | was able to have an electric
contractor and got his proposal much later Feb, 2023 (see the attachment) after multiple interviews with
contractors. The repair work has been taking a longer time than | anticipated.

The repair has been almost done June 2023, However, samecne broke inte the property and damaged
the basement and stole the pipes for water heater, beiler, the water meter, and cut out electric wire on
last June 2023 {see the attached police report). This caused me to take on an additional long period of
time taking care of another round of plumbing, heating and electrical work and dealing with insurance.
Thase works are in progress, | hape this information helps you undarstand why the repair took longer
than expacted.

Fhave & concern about the c'ity‘s handling of this matter.

First, attached are the letters | recelved from the city for the vacant building registration notice, April, and
May 2022 (see attachmant). My record shows that | have not received any letter regarding Vacant
Building ragistration fee notice since then. [ would like 1o let you know that | diligently keep all the letters,
notices, bills, etc. that | receive from the city, the County and other entities, and corresponds in my file
with my best effort. Even with my best effort { might have overiocked or misplaced thern.

As a resull, | did not have any knowledge of how long | have the vacant building registration fee
axtended,

Second, how long do | expected to have a house with significant fire damage repair done? In 3, 8, 12, 24
months? | had fire with entire house from second floor and attic and the first floor.



Can you grant me Vacant Building registralion fee less than the full 2 years?

As the owner of the property..l do Want to get the repair done as soon as possible because while it is
under repair, | am not getting any income. | am underwater.

Thank you for listening.

inhe Chang
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