October 5, 2017

City Council

15 West Kellogg Blvd.
Room 310

St. Paul, MN 55102

Saint Pau! City Council members,

Over the next four weeks, I challenge youto leave your cars in the driveway and
experience the struggles of navigating through St Paul carless. Imagine now thatit
is the middle of January, freezing cold, and your local corner markets have closed
because the lost of profits from the menthol ban so you have to travel even further
to get simple daily necessities.

This is the reality 1 am soon facing if you decide to pass this menthol ban. While
agree smoking is bad for you, the harmful consequences this ban will have
outweighs the hopes of getting people to stop smoking. People will continue to
smoke; they’ll just travel a little bit further for it. ‘

Myself on the other hand, and others in my community like me, will hurt from this
ban. We will not be able to afford the rise in prices at our corner markets to make up

the lost revenue from menthol.

Please take these next four weeks to think about who actually is going to be hurt by
this ban. '



i

October 5, 2017 )
City Council . -
15 West Kellogg Blvd. - -
Room 310 S

St. Paul, MN 55102

Saint Paul City Council members,

City Council, please rethink your stance on the menthol ban. This ban is going to do

more harm to our communities than good. This ban is taking away revenue fromour™" .
communities and handing it over to our neighboring cities. Also if this ban is so anti- - = ‘

tobacco, why are we handing over thousands of dollars of profit over to tobacco only
shops? ' e

We should be supporting our local businesses instead of turning business away R 7
from them. I encourage youto rethink this proposed mer_l__thpl ban; we can end teen .
smoking without hurting our local economy. - S e -

T AT A



October 5, 2017

City Council

15 West Kellogg Blvd.
Room 310

St Paul, MN 55102

Saint Paul City Council members,

This menthol ban is going to threaten the success of the small corner markets that
people in my community rely on. Yes, we buy menthol from these businesses but we
also buy food for our families. When these stores are forced to stop selling menthol
the rest of their product prices will rise to make up for the loss of profit or even
worse have to close. Where then am I supposed to get food for dinner then? My
neighborhood will become a food desert.

I do not have easy accéss to transportation so now not only am [ going to struggle on
how to get to 1 of the 12 tobacco shops in St. Paul to buy menthol butI am also going
to struggle to get to an affordable grocery store.

This ban is going to have a domino effect of harmful consequences in my
community. I hope you spend the next four weeks considering the harm this ban
will have, |

Sincerely,



October 5, 2017

City Council

15 West Kellogg Blvd.
Room 310

St. Paul, MN 55102

Saint Paul City Council members,

City Council this menthol han is singling out the poor. I do not think it is fair to place
a ban that only really affects those in lower income areas.

What [ mean by this is that while it will be an inconvenience for those more finically
stable than myself to get a pack of cigarettes, all they have to do is get in their car or
pay for an Uber to drive across town to a tobacco shop.

On the other hand, members of my community who don’t have cars or the extra cash
to get rides across town, including myself, will have little to no access to the
products we prefer.

How is that fair? This ban is creating winners and losers and according to you, lam a
loser because [ can’t afford transportation across town.

Sincerely,

Ol gt



- Qcrober 5, 2017

City Council

15 W. Kellogg Blvd.
Room 310

St. Pau), MN 55102

St, Paul City Council Members,

City Council, | urge you to keep an open mind on alternative solutions to curb teen
smoking during these next 30 days. '

I respect your decision to delay the vote. However, | worry that you are Closmg
yourselves off to possible solutions besides an all out ban. The next 4 weeks should
be spent exploring alternatives that benefit everyone in St Paul, but that can’t be
done if you have already made your mind up.

I am asking you, City Council, to consider alternative solutions with an unbiased

Sincerely,



QOctober 5, 2017

City Council

15 W. Kellogg Blvd.
Room 310

St. Paul, MN 55102

St. Paul City Council Members,

City Council, I urge you to keep an open mind on alternative solutions to curb teen
smoking during these next 30 days. '

I respect your decision to delay the vote. However, | worry that you are closmg
yourselves off to possible solutions besides an all out ban. The next 4 weeks should
be spent exploring alternatives that benefit everyone in St. Paul, but that can’t be
done if you have already made your mind up.

I am asking you, City Council, to consider alternative solutions with an unbiased
view, .

Sincerely,




Octoher' 5, 2017

City Council
15 W. Kellogg Blvd.
Room 310
St. Paul, MN 55102

§t. Paul City Council Members,

Thank you, City Counci, for coming to the conclusion that this process on the
proposed menthol ban has been rushed. This coming 3@ days is very important.
There are many opinions that should be explored before finalizing your stance on
the menthol ban. Many people are going to be negatively affected by this ban and I
ask you to please continue to listen to the people’s concerns. While no one wants
teens smoking, we also don’t want our local small businesses hurting. :

I urge you to please reconsider your position on the menthol ban and open your
minds up to new and unexplored option:

Sincerely, :
ﬁ,/ﬂ/, -



October 5, 2017

City Council

15 West Kellogg Blvd.
' Room 310

St. Paul, MN 55102

Saint Paul City Council members,

I do not support the proposed ban on menthol tobacco from our local convenience
stores and corner markets. I am a menthol smoker but I am also a law abiding, hard
working citizen of St. Paul and [ have the right to decide what kind of tobacco I
smoke.

This ban is going to make my life increasingly more difficuit. Every day I struggle to
find a way to work because I do not have a car. At the end of a long day, being able to
walk down the street to buy a pack of menthol cigarettes is something that makes
the daily grind a little easier to tolerate. Now you are telling me that once again |
have to struggle to find transportation across town to buy a product I legally use to
unwind.

Menthol isa legal product and | have the right to that preduct. City Councﬂ are you
in the business of taking away peoples’ rights?

incerely,




October 5, 2017

City Council

15 West Kellogg Blvd.
Reoom 310

St. Paul, MN 55102

Saint Paul City Council members,

Owning a car is a luxury not everyone is fortunate enough to have. The proposed
menthol ban is sending the message that if you cannot afford a car you are not
- worthy enough to smoke the product you prefer. I find that very upsetting.

Tdo not own a car so, accbrding to City Council, I don’t deserve accesstoa legal
product I choose to use as an adult. 1 don’t think that is right. This ban is going to
make my life increasingly difficult. I will have to travel across town or even across
city limits just for a pack of cigarettes. | '

Kids are going to continue to get cigarettes the same way they have been and that’s
through acquaintances not from buying them at the store themselves. Education is
the solution to stop teen smoking. Disrupting my life by moving menthol out of my
local stores is not going to do anything to stop kids from smoking.

Sincerely,



October 5, 2017

City Council

15 West Kellogg Blvd.
Room 310

St. Paul, MN 55102

Saint Paul City Council members,

This menthol ban is going to threaten the success of the small corner markets that
people in my community rely on. Yes, we buy menthol from these businesses but we
also buy food for our families. When these stores are forced to stop selling menthol
the rest of their product prices will rise to make up for the loss of profit or even
worse have to close. Where then am I supposed to get food for dinner then? My
neighborhood will become a food desert.

I do not have easy access to transportation so now not only am I going to struggle on
how to get to 1 of the 12 tobacco shops in St. Paul to buy menthol but 1 am also going
to struggle to get to an affordable grocery store.

This ban is going to have a domino effect of harmful consequences in my
community. I hope you spend the next four weeks considering the harm this ban

will have.

Sincerely,




October 5, 2017

City Council

15 W. Kellogg Blvd.
Room 310

St. Paul, MN 55102

St. Paul City Council Members,

This ban is not going to keep me from smoking, however; it is going to keep me from
being able to continue to support my local convenience stores. I walk into the store
with the intention of only buying a pack of menthol cigarettes and when [ leave I
find myseif with a bag full of other things; snacks, a drink, or whatever elsé looked
tempting at that time and now all that profit is now going to go to somewhere
outside my neighborhood.

I don’t think City Council fully understands how this ban is going to affect
communities. We rely on these stores to buy the things our families need and these
stores rely on the sales of menthol to keep their doors open. This ban is going to
hurt people.

So, Iurge you to spend the next four weeks really considering if what you are doing
is for the good of the community.

People will continue to smoke but stores’ doors will not remain open.

-
Sincerely, &pq,(wb W'



October 5, 2017

City Council

15 West Kellogg Blvd.
Room 310

St, Paul, MN 55102

St. Paul City Council members,

Thank you for taking your time on the menthol vote for the city council. We know
how vital it is to support small businesses. This is not an issue that you can just run
through, and I am happy to see that ybu are willing to take the time to listen to every
voice in the city. You proved that you value our voices twice, and it will not go
unnoticed.

I hope you will take the four weeks to reach outto a diverse crowd of peopie to see
how this vote will impact them. There are business owners from every background
and neighborhood who would like to work with you to find a solution that is best for
the city. Please keep your mind open to their ideas and vote for what is best for the

city.

Sincerely,



October 5, 2017

City Council

15 W. Kellogg Bivd.
Room 310

St. Paul, MN 55102

St. Paul City Council Members,

I ask all of you in City Council to please use this time to listen to other poséible
resolutions to the issues surrounding teen smoking. Education is our strongest
weapon and we should spend the next 30 days figuring out how to improve
educational programs instead of passing a ban that will hurt our community.

We can improve the lives of those in our community without restricting adults’
rights to a legal product.

Sincerely,

0 2o hernss



October 5, 2017

City Council

15 West Kellogg Blvd.
Room 310

St. Pau], MN 55102

Saint Paul City Council members,

Please do not make it difficuit for me to go about my daily life and access my
Cigarettes just because I sinoke menthols. This ban will greatly inconvenience me.
Not everyone has easy access to transportation and this ban will make menthol
smokers travel farther to get their cigarettes and people who smoke reguwlar
cigarettes will get to continue on as they always have.

Don’t pick winners and losers like that. It will not deter smokers; it will only make it

harder for menthol smokers. It isn’t right to target one community and not the
other. Please vote against the menthol ban. :

Sincerely,

W&M



October 5, 2017

City Council

15 W. Kellogg Blvd.
Room 310

St. Paul, MN 55102

St. Paul City Council Members,

The next 30 days are crucial to the success of our small local businesses. Their
livelihoods are on the line and it is important that these individuals are given the
time and effort that they deserve before a decision is made that will greatly impact
their lives. City Council, you took a step in the right direction by delaying the vote,
but that time is only valuable if you are willing to explore alternatives to a full out
ban of menthol. :

Keep an open mind, City Council.

Sincerely,



Qctober 5, 2017

City Council

15 West Kellogg Blvd.
Room 310

St. Paul, MN 55102

Saint Paul City Council members,

Headlines read, “City Council saves smokers from themselves” except we didn’t ask
you to save us. As adults, we have the right to make our own decisions and you
shouldn’t be actively trying to take away that right.

Traveling across town to get a pack of menthol cigarettes is going to disrupt my life.
1 do not have easy access to transportation and I do not have the money to spend
every other day on a taxi or the bus. How is if fair that the man with money can
easily still get his pack of cigarettes but someone like me who does not have the
finances for transportation is left feeling the burden of this ban?

City Council I urge you to spend the next four weeks thinking about the people you
are singling out with this ban.

. -
Sincerely, 'M FB(D0 r’z o
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October 6, 2017

City Council

15 West Kellogg Blvd. -
Room 310

St. Paul, MN 55102

Saint Paul City Council members,

I am not in support of the menthol ban. This ban is not going to keep smokers from
smoking; however, it will single out those who do not have the luxury of owning a
car. This ban is going to highlight the haves and the have-nots.

Those who have access to transportation will be bothered by this ban, but notin the
same way people of lower income areas will. People will have to travel by foot
outside of their neighborhoods in the freezing cold winter to geta product they have
every right to purchase.

Kids are going to get their hands on tobacco from people in their neighborhoods not
by buying them directly from the store. The inconvenience of this ban directly
affects retailers and consumers, not kids.

City Council, you need to rethink whom this ban affects before placing your vote.

Sincerely,

Tl F00



QOctober 6, 2017

City Council

15 West Kellogg Blvd.
Room 310

St. Paul, MN 55102

Saint Paul City Council members,

Please don't make life more challenging for me just because I smoke menthol

cigarettes. Why is it that the average Joe who is smoking non-menthol cigarettes still
has every opportunity to buy his smokes but just because I choose menthol that
opportunity is taken away from me? I do not have a car; [ will not be able to just
drive across town to pick up a pack.

You should not be singling out just one group of people like this,

Sincerely,

e a



October 6, 2017

City Council’

15 W. Kellogg Blvd.
Room 310

St. Paul, MN 55102

St. Paul City Council Members,

_ [ want to extend my gratitude to those in City Council who voted in favor of a
delayed vote on the ordinance regarding the menthol ban; it shows me that you are
listening to our concerns. However, { am worried that your minds are already made
up on the issue. It’s important that you stay open to new ideas to a solution for
keeping teens away from tobacco. We can support our local retailers and curb teen
smoking as long as we keep the conversation going.

Now is the time for all of us to come together to look for a solution that will do more
pood than harm to our, ommunity and our economy.

i

Sincerely,




October 6, 2017

City Council

15 W. Kellogg Blvd.
Room 310

St. Paul, MN 55102

St. Paul City Council Members,

This 30-day extension is very important to our community because it gives us the
chance to keep the conversation going, and I thank City Council for giving us this

opportunity.

Many of you on Wednesday said your minds were already made up on the issue, but
I think that is a mistake on your part. You are eliminating a lot of potentially really
good ideas that could work for both sides because your mind is already made up.

Close-mindedness is foolishness.

Sincerely,

Do W



October 6, 2017

City Council

15 W. Kellogg Blvd.
Room 310

St. Paul, MN 55102

St. Paul City Council Members,

In 30 days, City Council is going to put the menthol ban to a vote and the decision
you guys make is going to greatly affect the people you are meant to represent

The choices you make affect our daily lives, You are ulti:ﬁately voting on whether or
not you believe I am capable of making decisions for myself. 1 hope you spend the
next 30 days really thinking about the message you will be sending with this ban.

It is great that you have decided to slow down the process, but this time is wasted if
you are already set on your decision. I urge you to keep an open mind to other
solutions.

Sincerely,



October 6, 2017

City Council

15 West Kellogg Blvd.
Room 310

St Paul, MN 55102

Saint Paul City Council members,

The menthol ban is much more complicated than voting on an issue and saving
smokers from themselves. To begin with, smokers did not ask for you to save them.
As adults we have the right to decide to smoke or not, it is not the governments
place to make that decision for us. '

This ban is going to affect the lives of both smokers and nonsmokers. Does the hope
that people will stop smoking justify threatening the livelihoods of retailer owners
and people in their communities? I do not believe so. '

Sincerely, ﬁSg)\N\\\ \N&J\M\ @lﬁ;‘



October 6, 2017

- City Council
15 West Kellogg Blvd.
Room 310 ‘
St. Paul, MN 55102

Saint Paul City Council members,

City Council Tam asking you to please reconsider your stance on the menthol ban.
Smokers and nonsmokers will feel the weight of this ban in their neighborhoods.

People in my neighborhood rely on convenience stores and corner markets for daily
necessities and if this ban is passed prices are going to rise in these stores and they
may possibly even have to close. I do not have access to transportation to find other
stores to go to once my local markets have closed. This will directly impact my day-
to-day life.

I agree smoking is bad and we should do something to lower the number of smokers
in our city but implementing a ban on menthol products is not the way to go about
reaching this goal. I believe we should redirect our focus on education and continue

to let stores sell a legal product to adults.

Sincerely, . W /\/




_ October 6, 2017

City Council

15 West Kellogg Blvd.
Room 310

St. Paul, MN 55102

Saint Paul City Council members,

City Council, 1donot support the menthol ban. This ban 1s vilifying menthol smokers
by forcing them to go outside of the city or to 1 of 12 tobacco-only stores to buy
their preferred products. All the while allowing regular smokers to cortinue on with
their business as usual. What makes a menthol smoker so much worse than those
smoking non-menthol tobacco products?

[ do not think this is a fair ban and we sheuld not be singling out a group of people
tike this. Some people do not have access to transportation and because of that, they
. have less of a right to purchase their preferred products?

City Council, I urge you 1o reconsider this ban.

Sincerely,

SN



City Council

15 West Kellogg Blvd.
Room 310

St. Paul, MN 55102

Re: Menthol‘Tobacco Bzin
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City Council

15 West Kellogg Blvd. -
~ Room 310 .

St. Paul, MN 55102

Re: Menthol Tobacco Ban

This_ N0l Ban 1§ Ynamgaicom.
i S the Ciy \0\0? <
conyeLinieNt S’rorp oWNXT 1O

clost, o Stoves. NOT— C}@’j
frr st poud




City Council

15 West Kellogg Blvd.
Room 310

St. Paul, MN 55102

Re: Menthol Toebacco Ban

This be wilf bl el ey M/

will //‘0“’7 ) o Mige/S Py

&szﬁwﬁ?’w s ﬂ'ﬂq/ Pofica?/ ceuled é’k 5/%

T

(AL (G

David  Blondin




City Council

15 West Kellogg Blvd. -
Room 310

St. Paul, MN 55102

Re: Menthol Tobacco Ban
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City Council

15 West Kellogg Blvd.
Room 310

St, Paul, MN 55102

Re: Menthol Tobacco Ban
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City Council

15 West Kellogg Blvd.
Room 310

St. Paul, MN 55102

Re: Menthol Tobacco Ban
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October 5, 2017

City Council

15 W. Kellogg Blvd.
Room 310

St. Paul, MN 55102

St. Paul City Council members,

City Council, while I am not a smoker myself, I believe it is important to preserve the
rights of each citizen to choose for themselves whether they use menthol tobacco
products. By banning a legal product and making it illegal to sell such products at
our corner markets, the burden of compliance falls on our police force.

The St. Paul police force has other problems that they need to be focusing their time
and efforts on; for example, the crime rate in our city is growing. Emergency 911
calls are at a historically high rate and the number of homicides in St. Paul is on the
rise. We need to focus on what really matters in this city and that’s keeping our
citizens safe.

City Council, please redirect your focus to what really matters.

Sincerely,

Justin Milligan
1085 Montreal Ave. Apt 1509
Saint Paul, MN 55116



