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THE FIRE DEPARTMENT RESPONDED TO 1032 DULUTH STREET FOR A FIRE IN A BOILER ROOM, ON ARRIVAL, ENGINE #7'S CAPTAIN REPORTED A BUILDING
MANAGER/MAINTENANCE WORKER SPECIFIED A FIRE IN THE BOILER ROOM AND DIRECTED THE FIRE COMPANY TO THAT LOCATION. ENGINE #7'S CREW
EXTINGUISHED AN ELECTRICAL FIRE IN THE BOILER ROOM WITH A LIGHT WATER EXTINGUISHER AND CO2 EXTINGUISHERS AND STARTED OVERHAUL. LADDER
#7'S CREW CONDUCTED VENTILATION AND SECURED UTILITIES, SQUAD #1'S GREW ESTABLISHED INCIDENT LIGHTING, CONDUCTED OVERHAUL, AND

SEARCHED FOR FIRE EXTENSION.

DISTRICT CHIEF #2 ARRIVED ON SCENE AND ASSUMED COMMARND. | ARRIVED ON SCENE AND TOOK OVER COMMAND FRCOM DISTRICT CHIEF #2

APPROXIMATELY 10 MINUTES AFTER ARRIVAL,

ENGINE #9'S CREW ESTABLISHED A WATER SUPPLY TO ENGINE #7. ENGINE #17'S CREW SEARCHED THE BUILDING AND ENGINE #4'S CREW WAS INITIAL RAPID
INTERVENTION TEAM (RIT). FIRE INVESTIGATOR LARSON INVESTIGATED INCIDENT.

XCEL ENERGY PERSONNEL DISCONNEGTED THE ELECTRIC POWER AND SECURED AND TAGGED THE GAS METER. RED CROSS REPRESENTATIVES ARRIVED
ON SCENE TO ASSIST BUH.DING OGCUPANTS WITH TEMPORARY RELOCATICON. IN ADDITION, THE SAINT PAUL DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY AND INSPECTION (DSI)
WAS ALSO NOTIFIED TO ASSIST AT INCIDENT AND WAS EN ROUTE TO SCENE. THE INCIDENT WAS THEN TURNED OVER TO THE BUILDING GWNER AND RED

CROSS.




Saint Paul Fire Department
FIRE INCIDENT DISPOSITION

INCIDENT NUMBER:

17-40639 DATE OF INCIDENT: 11/13/2017

TIME OF INCIDENT:

0916 hours POLICE CASE #: N/Aa

INVESTIGATOR (8) :

J. Larson

INCIDENT ADDRESS:

1032 Duluth Street, Salnt Paul, MN 55106

OCCUPANT NAME:

N/A PHONE :N/A

OWNER NAME:

PHONE:612-226-8699
612-384-8699

Pawankumar Himraj
Dhaneshwarie Hiwmraj

ADDRESS OF OWNER:

9329 Balsam Fir Avenue North, Brooklyn Park, MN 55443-1798

PROPERTY DAMAGED:

Apartment Building AREA OF ORIGIN:Boiler room

DAMAGE ESTIMATE: Building $80,000 Vehicle $ Other (Describe) §

VALUE: Building $1,004,200 Vehicle 3 Other (Describe) $§

Damage Estimate $30,000

CONTENTS ONLY:

INJURY/DEATH Bl No [[] Yes

(if yes, explain)

SMOKE DETECTOR, Smoke Detector Present: X] Yes [] No [] Unknown

SPRINKLER, and Detector Functioning: <] Yes [] No [] uUnknown

CARBON MONOXIDE Sprinkler System Present: [ | Yes No [ ]| Unknown

INFORMATION: Sprinkler Heads activated: [ | Yes # [X] No [] Unknown
C.0 Detector Present: <] Yes [] No []| unknown

FIRE CAUSE [X] Accidental [[] Juvenile/Incendiary

CLASSIFICATION: [l Incendiary [ ] child (under 10 years old)
[] Natural [] Undetermined
[] Under Investigation

SYNOPSIS: Saint Paul Fire Department crews were digpatched for a report
of a fire in the laundry room. Fire cowmpanies arrived to find
nothing showing from the exterior and heavy smoke in the boiler
room. Fire companies extinguished a fire in the boiler room
coming from the electrical meters and overhauled. The ignition
gource was most likely heat from an electrical current. The
first fuel ignited was most likely wiring and components of the
electrical meter. The act that brought these two together was a
malfunction of the electrical meter. The clasgification of fire
cause 1s accidental.

DISFOSITION: [] E-mail only [[] Hold Scene until approved

[] DO NOT DEMOLISH until approved [X] Scene Released

[] analysis of Evidence Pending [X| Report to Follow

DFSS Form #141 (12/19/2013)




PAGE 1 OF3
FIRE INVESTIGATION REPORT
INCIDENT NO: 17-40639 DATE: 11/13/2017 TIME: 0916 HOURS
ADDRESS: 1032 DULUTH STREET INSURANCE CO: UNKNOWN
DAMAGE ESTIMATE: $110,000

SYNOPSIS: On Monday, November 13, 2017, at approximately 0916 hours, the Saint Paul Fire
Department was dispatched for a report of a fire in a laundry room. The location of the incident
was 1032 Duluth Street. Fire companies arrived to find nothing showing from the exterior but
heavy smoke inside the boiler room. Fire companies extinguished and overhauled the fire in the
boiler room which was coming from the electrical meters. Investigation revealed the ignition
source was most likely heat from an electrical current. The first fuel ignited was most likely
wiring and components of the electrical meter, The act that brought these two items together
was a malfunction of the electrical meter. The classification of fire cause is accidental.

PEOPLE: Property Owner, PAWANKUMAR HIMRALJ, 9329 Balsam Fir Avenue North,
Brooklyn Park, MN 55443, 612-226-8699.

Property Owner, DHANESHWARIE HIMRAJ, 9329 Balsam Fir Avenue North, Brooklyn Park,
MN 55443, 612-226-8699.

Building Caretaker, TIMOTHY G. BURKHART, 1032 Duluth Street, Apartment #210, Saint
Paul, MN 55106, 651-404-3086, DOB 11/27/1963.

BACKGROUND: I received notification of the fire via the Communications Center at
approximately 0916 hours. Iresponded to the incident scene and artived at approximately 0925
hours. Upon my arrival, fire companies wete actively extinguishing the fire on a wall of
electrical meters in the boiler room. Weather conditions were sunny with winds out of the south
at approximately 6 mph and a temperature of approximately 30° Fahrenheit.

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION: The structure was a large three-story, multi-family apartment
building. The structure contained a rubber membrane/aggregate flat roof and brick exterior. The
property measured approximately 55 feet wide and 142 feet deep and the address side faced
south, with the structure running west to east. The gas utilities entered the building on the north
side, in the center of the structure, and the electrical feed entered from underground on the north
side, centrally located.

EXTERIOR EXAMINATION: Visual inspection of the exterior found no evidence of smoke
or fire damage. Fire crews had entering the structure through a door located on the north central
side of the structure.




Fire Investigation report
1032 Duluth Street
Page Two

INTERIOR EXAMINATION: Enfrance to the structure was made through the north facing
doorway under exigent circumstances. Observations of all three floors of the building were
performed and no evidence of heat or smoke damage was realized until entry was made into the
of the storage room/laundry room. In this area, light smoke was found, with minimal staining
around the doorway to the boiler room located in the north central portion of the structure, In the
laundry/storage area, numerous electrical meters and breakers were observed. The main
powetred breaker consisted of two commercial 260 amp blade fuses which were found in the
“on” position by fire personnel and then turned to the “off” position. No other breakers were
moved during fire suppression or overhaul efforts.

Observations of the individual apartment electrical meters were made moving in the direction of
north to south and top to bottom. It was determined that several individual unit breakers had
been tripped as well as the building supply panel Main - Double Pull 80 amp tan CH which was
found in the “off” position, which is also this breakers tripped position.

Unit breakers found in the tripped position are as follows: 109, 209, 208, 107,211, 111, and 206.
Eight individual unit electrical meters and their corresponding breakers were found in the boiler
room, These meters were observed however, breaker positions were unable to be ascertained
due to heat damage and loss of mass. Within this area, heavier oxidation of metal surfaces was
observed near the meter closest to the floor and adjacent to the meters on the same wall outside
the room. It appears through loss of mass of metal blade connectors, oxidation of metal
components and loss of mass of breaker components in that the area of origin is located here.

INTERVIEW: Building Caretaker, TIM G. BURKHART, was interviewed on scene at the time
of the incident and stated the following:

o 1 heard the fire alarms sound and began to walk the floors to investigate the source while
talking with the emergency dispatcher.

e I came into the laundry and storage area and did not see smoke or fire until I opened the door
to the boiler room,

e [ observed active fire on the wall with the electrical meters in the boiler room and shut the
door and left.

PHOTOGRAPHS/SKETCH: Digital photographs were taken.

EVIDENCE: No evidence was collected. All possible evidence was left on scene for
examination by an insurance company representative.



Fire Investigation Report
1032 Duluth Street
Page Three

CONCLUSION: Afier examination of the fire scene, fire patterns of both movement and
intensity observed as well as the interview conducted on scene, it is my opinion the fire began in
the northwest corner of the boiler room within the electrical meter located nearest the floor and
adjacent to the meters outside the room. The ignition source was most likely electrical arcing
energy. All other competent ignition sources in the area of origin have been eliminated. The
first fuel/material ignited was most likely metals and plastics within the electrical supply. The
action that brought these items together was most likely an overcurrent situation coupled with the
failure of an electrical meter. The classification of fire cause is accidental. This concludes my
investigation and report.




