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ID CN CALLDATE DISPOSITION PRIMARYRMSOFFENSE ADDRESS
1 24142386 08/02/2024 13:35 F ALARMS 79 WESTERN AV N , St Paul
2 24147398 08/09/2024 08:50 RR THEFT-FROM AUTO,OVER $1000 79 WESTERN AV N Apt 605 , St Paul
3 24149054 08/11/2024 19:13 G ALARMS 79 WESTERN AV N , St Paul
4 24149774 08/12/2024 16:02 A FRAUD 79 WESTERN AV N Apt 605 , St Paul
5 24160299 08/28/2024 08:11 G CHECK WELFARE 79 WESTERN AV N Apt 305 , St Paul
6 24169037 09/09/2024 11:53 A ASS-ASSIST CITIZEN CALLS, ALL 79 WESTERN AV N Apt 305 , St Paul
7 24175951 09/18/2024 11:13 G DISTURBANCE-SUSPICIOUS PERSON, CAR, ACTIVITY 79 WESTERN AV N , St Paul
8 24177451 09/20/2024 09:02 A DISTURBANCE-DISORDERLY BOYS,GIRLS,PERSONS 79 WESTERN AV N Apt 305 , St Paul
9 24210746 11/8/2024 6:41 RR THEFT-FROM AUTO 79 WESTERN AV N , St Paul

10 24226777 12/5/2024 15:02 F ALARMS 79 WESTERN AV N , St Paul
11 24232977 12/16/2024 15:25 G ASS-ASSIST FIRE/AMBULANCE 79 WESTERN AV N Apt 305 , St Paul
12 24233484 12/17/2024 12:58 A CRISIS RESPONSE 79 WESTERN AV N Apt 305 , St Paul
13 24236933 12/23/2024 13:44 A ASS-ASSIST CITIZEN CALLS, ALL 79 WESTERN AV N Apt 205 , St Paul
14 24236941 12/23/2024 14:06 A PREVIOUS CN 79 WESTERN AV N , St Paul
15 24814324 08/13/2024 02:25 RR FRAUD-UNAUTHORIZED USE OF CREDIT CARD 79 WESTERN AV N , St Paul
16 25014361 01/27/2025 11:57 A HARASSMENT-PHONE CALLS 79 WESTERN AV N , St Paul
17 25015308 01/28/2025 23:30 S 911 HANGUP 79 WESTERN AV N Apt 605 , St Paul
18 25029218 02/22/2025 06:42 F ALARMS 79 WESTERN AV N , St Paul
19 25050022 03/27/2025 15:19 F ALARMS 79 WESTERN AV N Apt Apt 502 , St Paul
20 25111994 06/25/2025 11:17 RR TRAFFIC ACCIDENT-PROPERTY DAMAGE,HIT & RUN 79 WESTERN AV N , St Paul

Saint Paul Police Department
Search Filter=> Date Range Column: CAD Data, Date Range Type: Exact From 7/24/2024 12:00:00 AM To 7/24/2025 11:59:00 PM

LocationFilter: HouseNumber: From: 79,StreetSearchType: Street,StreetName: [WESTERN]
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From: Michael Schwartz
To: *CI-StPaul_LH-Licensing
Subject: Commodore License Application
Date: Wednesday, July 23, 2025 9:53:42 AM

You don't often get email from schwartz1422@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Legislative Hearing Officer,

We are writing in opposition to granting the Class B Entertainment License to Mr. John 
Rupp.

The Commodore is a residential condominium and is no longer a hotel therefore, it is 
inappropriate for an entertainment center to be located in a residential area. Over the past 
five years that we have been living across from the Commodore, there have been a number 
of entertainment events in which we have witnessed guests being drunk and rowdy in the 
parking lot in the evening and at night. During events there have been multiple u turns and 
several accidents in the middle of Western Avenue North which is a busy divided two lane 
road. Traffic patterns are an issue where guests seem to be confused about where to turn 
off Western Avenue North. with the cutout egress for the residential building adjacent to the 
cutout for the entertainment center.  Also during these events there doesn’t appear to be 
enough parking spaces for almost three hundred people as outlined in the permit. We don’t 
have confidence that crowds as large as three hundred people will be controlled by one or 
two security people, especially with alcohol being served. 

We appreciate your consideration. Feel free to contact us at 651-329-4699 if you have any 
questions.

Michael and Sylvia Schwartz
80 Western Avenue N., Unit 302
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From: Timothy A. Sullivan
To: *CI-StPaul_LH-Licensing; ward1@city.stpaul.mn.us
Cc: Robert Nardi
Subject: License Number 0043940/ University Club Request to Remove Conditions for Entertainment at The Commodore

Bar and Restaurant
Date: Monday, July 28, 2025 12:15:46 PM

You don't often get email from tsullivan@bestlaw.com. Learn why this is important

To the Members of the Saint Paul City Council and City Staff: As an affected property owner,  I
received a License Application Notification. I write to oppose the Request. Without further
explanation ,conditions and clarity, any Request must be denied.  Before anything happens,
property taxes on the facilities must be brought current. Further, leases , operating and/or
similar agreements between the applicant , The University Club of Saint Paul doing business
as the Commodore Bar and Restaurant, and the property owner, 79 Western, LLC, should be
produced and made available for review. 79 Western, LLC , the property owner, should be
made to be equally responsible and liable as the Operator.  I note that The University Club of
Saint Paul is listed in the Minnesota Secretary of State’s records as a   MN Stat 317A   Nonprofit
Corporation. The envisioned activities appear to be features of a profit-making enterprise away
from the University Club clubhouse. Care should be taken that all taxes and fees are properly
assessed and paid.  I also note that the Liquor license identified in the Application, 0043940,
shows up in City records as being held by” The Commodore”, not sure who the real party in
interest is. City records show that the University Club holds License number 0014348 for a
facility at 420 Summit Avenue.  The Commodore Condominium Homeowners
Association(“HOA”)  owns  adjacent parking. I propose that an agreement with the HOA
regarding parking be established before proceeding further. In this regard , I am copying the
President of the HOA with this email.  Finally ,as a condition , appropriate performance and
other surety bonds and a Standby Letter of Credit should be required to ensure compliance
with all conditions and draw provisions be made clear so that should approval ever be
granted, non-compliance would have sure and swift consequences. Likewise , any fines for
the University Club must also subject the 79 Western, LLC property to all remedies in the
Commodore Condominium Declaration. Please contact me if City Staff or Council Members
have questions. Thank you. Respectfully submitted. Tim Sullivan Owner of Commodore
Condominium Number 90 Unit #303   

32

mailto:tsullivan@bestlaw.com
mailto:LH-Licensing@ci.stpaul.mn.us
mailto:ward1@city.stpaul.mn.us
mailto:rnardi@infionline.net
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Kim Ward
To: *CI-StPaul_LH-Licensing
Subject: The Commodore Class B Entertainment License modification
Date: Tuesday, July 29, 2025 11:11:38 AM

[You don't often get email from kimward808@outlook.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

Good afternoon!  I am a condominium owner in the Commodore and  am responding to  the notification regarding
license #0043940.  I have some concerns and or clarifications that I would like to understand and until these items
are clarified/addressed, I oppose the request for entertainment license modification.

I have tried unsuccessfully to connect with the DSI Inspectors referenced in the notice, but a voice mail received
from them indicated “not much would change”.  As much as I would like the bar and restaurant to re-open, I am
concerned that interests of the neighbors will not be considered.  Mr. Rupp has spoke to many of us and indicated
his desire to transform the venue into a Jazz club similar to the Dakota which has music events every night of the
week.

1.  The request is to remove the condition for complying with the requirements of section 411.04 (b)(5), (6), & (7).  I
am unable to locate what these specific requirements are.

2.  I am confused about the licensee information on the application.  Is the DBA The Commodore a reference to the
Bar/Restaurant?   Is this specifically only for the banquet/ballroom that is located above the squash club?  Is there a
separate license and liquor license for each parcel?  In order to enter the banquet/ballroom, one must walk through
the entrance and bar which is part of the Commodore Condo Association.  I consider any entertainment license
would need to extend to all parts of the business, i.e. the bar and restaurant, as patrons would likely be moving
through all areas throughout.

3. Many of the current conditions have NOT been complied with over the past several years, specifically:
        A. there is a south (Holly Avenue) door within the Bar/Restaurant that continues to be used as a “smoking
area”.  There appears to be some sort of a paper sign taped to the door but this has not curtailed the practice.  This
emergency exit is in extremely poor condition with the handrails broken with even an attempt to tape them together.
        B. With the exception of a graduation dance/party, there have been no security guards on the property for any
of the private events.
        C. There has been no contact information/phone number provided to residents of the condo association to
contact during events - or even at any time as we’ve had several gas issues over the past several years with no way
to contact anyone associated with the bar/restaurant.
        D. There has been no communication regarding upcoming events.

Additionally, there have been notices posted on the property regarding delinquent property taxes for all three of the
parcels in the building owned by John Rupp and/or the companies he is associated with, the most recent from
Ramsey Counting Property Tax Services that it is pending forfeiture with a last day to redeem of 7/31/2025.  I
would hope that the change in entertainment license would be dependent on all property tax delinquencies to be paid
current.

Thank you for soliciting our input.

Respectfully,
Kim Ward
79 Western Ave N. #606
St Paul, MN 55102

Phone 480-206-1926
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From: Elaine Elnes
To: *CI-StPaul_LH-Licensing
Subject: License number 0043940 for Class B entertainment license, etc.
Date: Tuesday, July 29, 2025 4:00:44 PM

[You don't often get email from elelnes@mac.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

1.  Licensee MUST enforce the compliance of these rules by all renters and users of the licenses and contiguous
premises.

2.  Install the storm windows immediately, before licensee is granted a license, not within six months.  They need to
comply NOW.

3.  Drapery:  install drapery now, before the license is granted.  WHY:  the noise will be with us for up to 6 months. 
They need to comply NOW.

4.  South Holly Avenue Door:  MUST be sealed immediately.
     On two different weekends during June I had to go down to UNIT A  to tell the manager to get the people inside
and seal that door.

5.  Loading and unloading:  Yes, agree.
        Question:  who will be monitoring this process to make sure that the vendors adhere to these policies?

6.  Security guard:  what makes a qualified security guard?
        What is excessive noise?  Please explain.  Is it that the noise cannot be heard outside of Unit A?
        No one living at the Commodore should hear that noise at all!
        NO windows should be open.  No doors propped open.

7.  Entertainment:  NO.  Entertainment should end at or before 10:00 p.m.
        Also need modification of noise level since this is a residential building.
        This is a residential condominium building.  12:00 midnight is too late.  10:00 needs to be the deadline.
        If the music goes until 12:00 midnight, guests will be leaving after that time and talking as they leave
        the building disturbing the residents who live on the north side of the building.

8.  Full compliance with city ordinances.
        What are the city ordinances for a residential building?  They need to comply with noise penetrating outside
their walls, windows and ceiling.
        No drinking of beverages outside of Unit A, etc.

9.  Phone line maintained:  YES
        In the pass this has not happened.  I have had to go down to UNIT A and find the manager.

10.  Smoking area:  this area MUST be on the north side of the parking lot to keep the noise and smoke from
bothering residential units
        on the north side of the building.

11.  Property and ground cleaned up morning after following the event:  Yes, this must be done before 12:00 noon
of the day following the event.

12.  Signage:  Where will the signage be posted? Prospective renters of facility will have to agree in writing that all
rules will be followed.
        Who is responsible for notifying the renters of rules of facility and of enforcement?

13.  Listing of events:  Appropriate location should be up to the Commodore Condominiums Board of Directors. 
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Need weekly updates.

Question:  what happens if the owners of Unit A does not adhere to these rules?
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From: Eric L
To: *CI-StPaul_LH-Licensing
Subject: LEGISLATIVE HEARING: SR 25-156 - The University Club of St Paul, dba The Commodore (79 Western Ave N)
Date: Friday, August 1, 2025 8:18:28 AM
Attachments: image.png

image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
79-N-Western_Legislative-Hearing_SR-25-156_2025-08-04.pdf

You don't often get email from eric@apts.cc. Learn why this is important

AUGUST 1, 2025.  Please include this email and the attached .pdf file in the record for Legislative
Hearing SR 25-156 on Monday, 8/4/2025 at 10:00 a.m..
  
Mr. Rupp's Commodore bar and restaurant have been a popular and significant part of Saint Paul's
history.  Since 1992 I have lived close by and, four to six times each day and night, I walk my dog
along Western Avenue next to or across the street from the Commodore parking lot.  I support the
EXISTING business with the EXISTING conditions as imposed by the City of Saint Paul.  However, I
have witnessed many near-miss driveway encounters and I OPPOSE any potential increase in the
number of non-resident customers (i.e., non-Commodore Condominium residents) as long as the
City of Saint Paul does not or cannot ensure that the existing driveway-related hazard is eliminated.  
  
In early 2018, before COVID-19 and before the Commodore's bar and restaurant spaces were
involuntarily closed to customers, I submitted the following testimony for the City Council Public
Hearing February 21, 2018, Agenda #47 ABZA 18-2 -- WEST ADDITION
TO COMMODORE RESTAURANT:

For future consideration:  Traffic and vehicles in and close to the Commodore parking lot have created an
existing, incessant and hazardous problem.  As described by John O'Brien, vehicles of non-
residents frequently turn from Western Avenue into the Commodore's "garage access only" south
driveway.  Upon finding themselves trapped, drivers are forced to back into oncoming traffic on Western.  While
backing across the city sidewalk (at high risk to occasional pedestrians), the drivers' line of sight is almost always
blocked by cars parked on Western.  I have watched it happen dozens of times.  The near misses are especially
exciting after dark...when Mr. Rupp's Commodore Bar and Restaurant attracts plenty of happy customers.

In early 2020, the Commodore bar and restaurant spaces were closed for public gatherings.  A bit later COVID-19 arrived.

St. Paul Pioneer Press, 02/18/2020
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A: Main

City ends Commodore dmmg room saga

Owner ordered to close area, pay fine, $24,000

By Frederick Melo
fmelo@pioneerpress.com

On St. Paul's Cathedral Hill, the
long-running saga of an illicit din-
ing room in a revived 1920s-era
Testaurant finally wrapped up this
month, and not in the restaurant
owner’s favor.

John Rupp, proprietor of the
Commodore ' restaurant at 79
Western Ave., must close his west-
ernmost dining area and pay the
city a $500 fine and more than
$24,000 in hearing costs related to
the case, which recently went
before a state administrative law

Judge.
On Feb. 5, the St. Paul City Coun-

cil voted 5-2 to impose the nearly
$25,000 in charges, with Council
Members Amy Brendmoen, Dal
Thao, Mitra Jalali, Chris Tolbert
and Nelsie Yang in the majority
and Council Members Rebecca
Noecker and Jane Prince voting
against the decision.

“I've been doing projects like this
for 49 years” sald Rupp at the
time, while agreeing to close the
room. “T've never had an experk
ence like this in 49 years.”

RENOVATED SPACE
Rupp has battled the clty for five
COMMODORE SAGA, 84

JEAN PRI / PIONEER PRESS
People enter the Commodore Bar and Restaurant in St. Paul in 2016.
This month the City Council told awner John Rupp he had to close the
facility's western dining room.

Tuesday, 02/182020 Page .ADL

Capyright © 2020, St Paul Pioncer Press. Plesse review new arbitration language here. 2/18/2020
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Views when approaching from the South 


“Garage access only” private driveway is first & obvious.        Main parking lot driveway is obscured. 
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Private driveway – “garage access only” 


The unlit sign (at left) is not easily noticed by drivers until after turning into this driveway. 
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Views when approaching from the North 
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Views when approaching from the North 


Main parking lot driveway is easily visible. 


 







 
In 2020 when the Commodore's non-resident customers disappeared, the "incessant and hazardous" traffic
problem disappeared.  With few or no non-resident patrons arriving by car, there were very few "garage access
only" driveway incidents.

In December 2021, I submitted many of these same driveway-related comments plus the attached .pdf file as testimony
for  ZF# 21-320-126, 79 N. Western Nonconforming Restaurant Expansion.
  
As of August 2025, the hazardous driveway configuration has not changed and the proposed relaxation of existing license
conditions seems likely to encourage a greater number of non-resident patrons.  If the driveway remains as-is, the number of
near-miss backing-into-Western-Avenue-traffic incidents is likely, at best, to increase.  At worst, an accident could severely
injure someone.
  

SUGGESTION & REQUEST:  Before approving (license or zoning or other) changes that are likely
to increase the number of non-resident patrons, please ensure that the "garage access only" driveway has
been reconfigured so that confused drivers can safely escape their "Oops, wrong driveway!"
predicament by driving forward and directly into the large parking lot.  For years the existing dead-end
driveway has repeatedly proved itself to be dangerous when combined with non-resident bar/restaurant
patrons who are not (and cannot be expected to be) familiar with the facility's parking lot layout.

The attached .pdf file contains daytime Western Avenue street view photos.  Views include the
Commodore's "garage access only" driveway (marked with a red/yellow arrow) that lies
between the building and the large outdoor parking lot.  The existing "Private Drive" signage
is tasteful - but inconspicuous (especially at night).
When approaching from the South and Summit Avenue, drivers are most likely to turn into the
first (wrong/private) driveway, thus initiating a low-visibility backup maneuver across the city
sidewalk and into Western Avenue's oncoming traffic.   (...near misses are especially exciting after
dark...)
Please "fix" - not aggravate - this (historic?) neighborhood hazard.
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Sincerely,
 
Eric Lein
361 Summit Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55102
Neighbor - Less than 350-feet from the Commodore's Nonconforming Restaurant Expansion
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Views when approaching from the South 

“Garage access only” private driveway is first & obvious.        Main parking lot driveway is obscured. 
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Private driveway – “garage access only” 

The unlit sign (at left) is not easily noticed by drivers until after turning into this driveway. 

 
41



RE:  St. Paul Zoning Committee Public Hearing – ZF# 21-320-126, 79 N. Western Nonconforming Restaurant Expansion – 12/09/2021    Pg 3 of 4  

 

Views when approaching from the North 
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Views when approaching from the North 

Main parking lot driveway is easily visible. 
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From: John O"Brien
To: *CI-StPaul_LH-Licensing
Subject: Rupp Objection 2025
Date: Friday, August 1, 2025 3:50:02 PM
Attachments: Rupp Objection 2025.pages

Rupp Objection 2025.docx

[You don't often get email from john@commodoresquashclub.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

Dear Legislative Hearing Officer,

     Please see the below Letter, one version  in Word, one in pages.
The deadline for a Response Date is Saturday at 4 pm.  I would
appreciate confirmation this email has been received and my Objection
is part of the record.

Respectfully,

John O'Brien
612-986-6517

Commodore Squash Club
79 Western Avenue North
St. Paul, MN, 55102
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8/1/2025

Dear City of St. Paul,

1 strongly object to Mr. Rupp's Application to modify his existing license, as
well as to the legitimacy of his Liquor License applying to the western portion of
his dining room: a space owned by me as a Fitness Center until 2001.

As | have contended for years, Mr. Rupp's use of the western portion of his
dining room (“Banquet Room") constitutes an ongoing nuisance and threat to
public health, particularly due to the lack of adequate parking. According to
Section 310.04 the St. Paul City Code of Ordinances, the City may demand
reasonable restrictions as well as insist that all his previous restrictions should
remain in force.

1 have testified before the City Council about the dangers and nuisance of Mr.
Rupp's illegal (as it tums out) prior use of that room, and provided corroborative
evidence from other witnesses. | have personally seen countless cars back onto
Western after having turned into the private entrance for the Association. I'm
surprised nobody has yet been killed. Just this summer, four cars were involved
in a serious crash on Western at the Association exit, and the one useable
entrance! exit from the parking lot is entirely insufficient to handle traffic for Mr.
Rupp’s expanded business. | have seen traffic and fire lanes completely blocked
to a standstill, with parkers desperately exiting over the grass to escape the lot.
Members told me of having to walk three blocks to get to the Club, because the
lot and all the street parking was taken, with cars circling endlessly. This
constitutes a clear danger and nuisance to our quiet neighborhood.

1 point out that the western portion of his dining room (*Banquet Room”) s its
own legal parcel: PIN 012823240289. Mr. Rupp's parking easement rights which
benefit a different parcel, his bar/restaurant, would not automatically extend to
this new parcel. Easement rights do not attach to separate parcels simply
because they are owned by the same person. The "Banquet Room" parcel has
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								                               8/1/2025





Dear City of St. Paul,









        I strongly object to Mr. Rupp’s Application to modify his existing license, as well as to the legitimacy of his Liquor License applying to the western portion of his dining room: a space owned by me as a Fitness Center until 2001. 



     As I have contended for years, Mr. Rupp's use of the western portion of his dining room (“Banquet Room”) constitutes an ongoing nuisance and threat to public health, particularly due to the lack of adequate parking.  According to Section 310.04 the St. Paul City Code of Ordinances, the City may demand reasonable restrictions as well as insist that all his previous restrictions should remain in force. 

    

    I have testified before the City Council about the dangers and nuisance of Mr. Rupp's illegal (as it turns out) prior use of that room,  and provided corroborative evidence from other witnesses.  I have personally seen countless cars back onto Western after having  turned into the private entrance for the Association. I'm surprised nobody has yet been killed. Just this summer, four cars were involved in a serious crash on Western at the Association exit, and the one useable entrance/ exit from the parking lot is entirely insufficient to handle traffic for Mr. Rupp’s expanded business.  I have seen traffic and fire lanes completely blocked to a standstill, with parkers desperately exiting over the grass to escape the lot.  Members told me of having to walk three blocks to get to the Club, because the lot and all the street parking was taken, with cars circling endlessly.  This constitutes a clear danger and nuisance to our quiet neighborhood.



    I point out that the western portion of his dining room (“Banquet Room”) is its own legal parcel: PIN 012823240289. Mr. Rupp's parking easement rights which benefit a different parcel, his bar/restaurant,  would not automatically extend to this new parcel. Easement rights do not attach to separate parcels simply because they are owned by the same person.  The "Banquet Room" parcel has no easement rights over Lots 3-5 of Block 13 of Woodland Park Addition, (my property)  nor, I suggest, over the Association's portion of the parking lot.  In short, I contend, based on sound legal authority, that Mr. Rupp has NO parking for that “Banquet Room.”  The City should not presume otherwise.



      According to the Code, the City may (4) require “that certain off-street parking facilities be provided.”  Mr. Rupp recently sold his lot further north on Western, which means that lot is no longer available for overflow parking.  Mr. Rupp should not be allowed to use that room until he addresses his serious parking deficiencies.



       I encourage the City to take a strong stand, enforce strict limitations as to his use, review the legitimacy of his License as it pertains to a room he didn’t own in 1993,  and require ample off street parking.  I would also encourage the City not to help Mr. Rupp with his plans until he has paid his Commodore property taxes in full; properties which are facing foreclosure per a recent City Notice to my business.  This AFTER he convinced the City to pay for a Fire Suppression system for the Banquet Room, to be paid for in installments with his property taxes.





Respectfully,





John O'Brien 



Owner of the Commodore Squash Club
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                                       8/1/2025 
 
 
Dear City of St. Paul, 
 
 
 
 
        I strongly object to Mr. Rupp’s Application to modify his existing license, as 
well as to the legitimacy of his Liquor License applying to the western portion of 
his dining room: a space owned by me as a Fitness Center until 2001.  
 
     As I have contended for years, Mr. Rupp's use of the western portion of his 
dining room (“Banquet Room”) constitutes an ongoing nuisance and threat to 
public health, particularly due to the lack of adequate parking.  According to 
Section 310.04 the St. Paul City Code of Ordinances, the City may demand 
reasonable restrictions as well as insist that all his previous restrictions should 
remain in force.  
     
    I have testified before the City Council about the dangers and nuisance of Mr. 
Rupp's illegal (as it turns out) prior use of that room,  and provided corroborative 
evidence from other witnesses.  I have personally seen countless cars back onto 
Western after having  turned into the private entrance for the Association. I'm 
surprised nobody has yet been killed. Just this summer, four cars were involved 
in a serious crash on Western at the Association exit, and the one useable 
entrance/ exit from the parking lot is entirely insufficient to handle traffic for Mr. 
Rupp’s expanded business.  I have seen traffic and fire lanes completely blocked 
to a standstill, with parkers desperately exiting over the grass to escape the 
lot.  Members told me of having to walk three blocks to get to the Club, because 
the lot and all the street parking was taken, with cars circling endlessly.  This 
constitutes a clear danger and nuisance to our quiet neighborhood. 
 
    I point out that the western portion of his dining room (“Banquet Room”) is its 
own legal parcel: PIN 012823240289. Mr. Rupp's parking easement rights which 
benefit a different parcel, his bar/restaurant,  would not automatically extend to 
this new parcel. Easement rights do not attach to separate parcels simply 
because they are owned by the same person.  The "Banquet Room" parcel has 
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no easement rights over Lots 3-5 of Block 13 of Woodland Park Addition, (my 
property)  nor, I suggest, over the Association's portion of the parking lot.  In 
short, I contend, based on sound legal authority, that Mr. Rupp has NO parking 
for that “Banquet Room.”  The City should not presume otherwise. 
 
      According to the Code, the City may (4) require “that certain off-street parking 
facilities be provided.”  Mr. Rupp recently sold his lot further north on Western, 
which means that lot is no longer available for overflow parking.  Mr. Rupp should 
not be allowed to use that room until he addresses his serious parking 
deficiencies. 
 
       I encourage the City to take a strong stand, enforce strict limitations as to his 
use, review the legitimacy of his License as it pertains to a room he didn’t own in 
1993,  and require ample off street parking.  I would also encourage the City not 
to help Mr. Rupp with his plans until he has paid his Commodore property taxes 
in full; properties which are facing foreclosure per a recent City Notice to my 
business.  This AFTER he convinced the City to pay for a Fire Suppression 
system for the Banquet Room, to be paid for in installments with his property 
taxes. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
John O'Brien  
 
Owner of the Commodore Squash Club 
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From: Jessica Paulsen
To: *CI-StPaul_LH-Licensing
Cc: Tom Ferrara
Subject: Submission of Concerns Regarding License Application for 79 Western Avenue North
Date: Saturday, August 2, 2025 3:13:09 PM
Attachments: Letter re_ License Application Notification.pdf

Notification.pdf

You don't often get email from jesim11@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

Dear Legislative Hearing Officer:

Per the License Application Notification we received, we are submitting the
attached letter outlining our concerns. Also attached are:

A copy of the notification we received
The following photos:

The view of the venue from our property on Holly Avenue
The view of our property from the venue
A panoramic view of our property and the venue's windows facing
Holly Avenue
A close-up of the venue's windows on Holly Avenue

Please let us know if any additional information is needed.

Sincerely,

Robert & Jessica Paulsen (Meyer)
Property Owners
392/394 Holly Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55102
612-388-4218 (Robert)
651-208-9009 (Jessica)
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August 2, 2025 
 
 
 
Legislative Hearing Officer 
310 City Hall 
15 West Kellogg Blvd. 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 
 
 
Dear Legislative Hearing Officer: 


We are writing in response to the attached License Application Notification (License #0043940) 
concerning the property at 79 Western Avenue North, currently operated by The University Club 
of St. Paul, doing business as The Commodore. 


After receiving the notification, we contacted Tom Ferrara, Inspector with the Department of 
Safety and Inspections, to better understand the proposed changes. He explained that: 


"...the primary difference in operations if approved by Council would allow the 
establishment itself to provide entertainment to customers on nights there is not a 
rental." 


As the owners of the duplex located directly across the street on Holly Avenue—approximately 
100 feet from the venue’s south windows—we are deeply concerned about this proposed change. 


Even under the current license, we have experienced significant disturbances, including: 


●​ Excessively loud music during events, sometimes continuing until 11:30 p.m. or even 
midnight 


●​ Late-night noise from patrons returning to their cars parked along our residential street 
●​ On one occasion, amplified sound from open venue windows, which was particularly 


disruptive 
●​ strobe lights visible from inside our home 


We have already contacted the St. Paul non-emergency line on at least two occasions to complain 
about the level of noise. The disruption affects not only us, but also our tenants in the adjoining 
unit of our duplex, and may impact our ability to rent in the future. 


We are also concerned that the venue may not be fully adhering to its existing licensing 
conditions. For example: 


●​ We have not seen evidence of soundproof curtains 







●​ On one occasion the windows facing Holly Avenue were open during a very loud event 
●​ Unloading and loading of musical equipment, chairs, etc. on the south side door off of 


Holly Avenue 


We also have concerns whether storm windows have been installed on the Holly Avenue side 
(south side). 


This is a quiet, residential neighborhood, and the current level of noise and activity already 
strains the quality of life for residents nearby. Allowing the venue to expand its operations to 
include additional entertainment nights—beyond private events—would only increase the 
disruption. 


We respectfully urge the City Council to take these concerns into account when reviewing this 
application. We believe the current arrangement already exceeds what is reasonable for a 
residential area, and any expansion of entertainment permissions would make the situation 
worse. 


Thank you for your attention to this matter. 


Sincerely,​
​
Robert and Jessica Paulsen​
Property Owners​
392/394 Holly Avenue​
St. Paul, MN 55102 


 


 
















August 2, 2025 
 
 
 
Legislative Hearing Officer 
310 City Hall 
15 West Kellogg Blvd. 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 
 
 
Dear Legislative Hearing Officer: 

We are writing in response to the attached License Application Notification (License #0043940) 
concerning the property at 79 Western Avenue North, currently operated by The University Club 
of St. Paul, doing business as The Commodore. 

After receiving the notification, we contacted Tom Ferrara, Inspector with the Department of 
Safety and Inspections, to better understand the proposed changes. He explained that: 

"...the primary difference in operations if approved by Council would allow the 
establishment itself to provide entertainment to customers on nights there is not a 
rental." 

As the owners of the duplex located directly across the street on Holly Avenue—approximately 
100 feet from the venue’s south windows—we are deeply concerned about this proposed change. 

Even under the current license, we have experienced significant disturbances, including: 

●​ Excessively loud music during events, sometimes continuing until 11:30 p.m. or even 
midnight 

●​ Late-night noise from patrons returning to their cars parked along our residential street 
●​ On one occasion, amplified sound from open venue windows, which was particularly 

disruptive 
●​ strobe lights visible from inside our home 

We have already contacted the St. Paul non-emergency line on at least two occasions to complain 
about the level of noise. The disruption affects not only us, but also our tenants in the adjoining 
unit of our duplex, and may impact our ability to rent in the future. 

We are also concerned that the venue may not be fully adhering to its existing licensing 
conditions. For example: 

●​ We have not seen evidence of soundproof curtains 
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●​ On one occasion the windows facing Holly Avenue were open during a very loud event 
●​ Unloading and loading of musical equipment, chairs, etc. on the south side door off of 

Holly Avenue 

We also have concerns whether storm windows have been installed on the Holly Avenue side 
(south side). 

This is a quiet, residential neighborhood, and the current level of noise and activity already 
strains the quality of life for residents nearby. Allowing the venue to expand its operations to 
include additional entertainment nights—beyond private events—would only increase the 
disruption. 

We respectfully urge the City Council to take these concerns into account when reviewing this 
application. We believe the current arrangement already exceeds what is reasonable for a 
residential area, and any expansion of entertainment permissions would make the situation 
worse. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely,​
​
Robert and Jessica Paulsen​
Property Owners​
392/394 Holly Avenue​
St. Paul, MN 55102 
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¯
The Geographic Information System (GIS) Data to which this notice is attached are made available pursuant to the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act (Minnesota Statutes Chapter 13). The GIS Data are provided to you “AS IS” and without any
warranty as to their performance, merchantability, or fitness for any particular purpose. The GIS Data were developed by the City of Saint Paul for its own internal business purposes. The City of Saint Paul does not represent or warrant that the GIS
Data or the data documentation are error-free, complete, current, or accurate. You are responsible for any consequences resulting from your use of the GIS Data or your reliance on the GIS Data. You should consult the data documentation for this
particular GIS Data to determine the limitations of the GIS Data and the precision with which the GIS Data may depict distance, direction, location, or other geographic features. If you transmit or provide the GIS Data (or any portion of it) to another
user, the GIS Data must include a copy of this disclaimer.

0 0.03 0.050.01 mi

Map

City of Saint Paul - Public Works, Esri Community Maps Contributors,
Metropolitan Council, MetroGIS, © OpenStreetMap, Microsoft, Esri,
TomTom, Garmin, SafeGraph, GeoTechnologies, Inc, METI/NASA, USGS,

7/24/2025 10:47 AM
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¯
The Geographic Information System (GIS) Data to which this notice is attached are made available pursuant to the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act (Minnesota Statutes Chapter 13). The GIS Data are provided to you “AS IS” and without any
warranty as to their performance, merchantability, or fitness for any particular purpose. The GIS Data were developed by the City of Saint Paul for its own internal business purposes. The City of Saint Paul does not represent or warrant that the GIS
Data or the data documentation are error-free, complete, current, or accurate. You are responsible for any consequences resulting from your use of the GIS Data or your reliance on the GIS Data. You should consult the data documentation for this
particular GIS Data to determine the limitations of the GIS Data and the precision with which the GIS Data may depict distance, direction, location, or other geographic features. If you transmit or provide the GIS Data (or any portion of it) to another
user, the GIS Data must include a copy of this disclaimer.

0 0.03 0.050.01 mi

Map

For more information on these zoning districts, contact PED Principal City
Planner for Zoning Allan Torstenson at 651-266-6579 or
allan.torstenson@ci.stpaul.mn.us.

7/24/2025 10:48 AM
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¯
The Geographic Information System (GIS) Data to which this notice is attached are made available pursuant to the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act (Minnesota Statutes Chapter 13). The GIS Data are provided to you “AS IS” and without any
warranty as to their performance, merchantability, or fitness for any particular purpose. The GIS Data were developed by the City of Saint Paul for its own internal business purposes. The City of Saint Paul does not represent or warrant that the GIS
Data or the data documentation are error-free, complete, current, or accurate. You are responsible for any consequences resulting from your use of the GIS Data or your reliance on the GIS Data. You should consult the data documentation for this
particular GIS Data to determine the limitations of the GIS Data and the precision with which the GIS Data may depict distance, direction, location, or other geographic features. If you transmit or provide the GIS Data (or any portion of it) to another
user, the GIS Data must include a copy of this disclaimer.

0 0.01 0.020.01 mi

Map

City of Saint Paul - Public Works, Esri Community Maps Contributors,
Metropolitan Council, MetroGIS, © OpenStreetMap, Microsoft, Esri,
TomTom, Garmin, SafeGraph, GeoTechnologies, Inc, METI/NASA, USGS,

7/24/2025 11:10 AM
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License Number: 

Application for: 

License at: 

Licensee: 

LICENSE APPLICATION NOTIFICATION 

0043940 

Class B Entertainment License and modify existing license conditions to permit the 
establishment to provide entertainment events to their customers for a business with the 
following existing licenses Liquor On Sale - 181-290 Seats, Liquor On Sale - Sunday and 
Limited Ente1iainment (B) 

79 Western Ave N 

The University Club of St Paul, doing business as The Commodore 
John Rupp, owner, 651-209-6573 

License Condition to be REMOVED: 
• Entertainment will be provided by persons renting the licensed premises for wedding, anniversary, retirement, or 

similar family and/or social function(s). 
• The licensee shall fully comply with and be subject to the requirements of section 411.04 (b) (5), (6), & (7). 

Existing License Conditions to REMAIN: 
1. The licensee shall be responsible for compliance by all renters and users of the licensed and contiguous premises. 
2. Install storm windows to reduce the penetration of noise on windows facing Holly A venue and install locking mechanisms to 
insure that these windows cannot be opened during events with music or other entertainment within six months. 
3. Install drapery capable of absorbing sound, reducing sound penetration and preventing strobe light penetration on windows 
facing Holly A venue within six months. 
4. The south (Holly A venue) door will be secured and a Crash Bar and sounding device installed to insure that this door is used 
as an emergency exit only. This condition must be met immediately. 
5. All loading and unloading will be done through the service entrance located on the north side of the building. Blocking of 
driveways and exits by vehicles will be prohibited and unattended vehicles will not be allowed to remain in the fire lane. 
6. A qualified security guard will be on the premises before, during and after the scheduled time of the event in order to prevent 
excessive noise, illegal parking, public drunkenness or violations of rules for use of the property. One security guard will be on 
duty for events less than 100 persons and two security guards or one guard in direct communication with staff for events over 
100 persons. 
7. Entertaimnent will end at 12:00 midnight. 
8. There will be full compliance with City ordinances including the noise ordinance and those regulating the consumption of 
alcohol outside of the building. 
9. A phone line will be maintained to allow residents to contact Commodore staff directly during all events. 
10. A smoking area will be designated that is agreeable to the residents association. Smoking in and around other entrances 
and/or exits will be prohibited. ' 
11. The property and ground will be cleaned up by the morning following any event. 
12. Appropriate signage will be installed to assist in enforcement of City ordinances, license restrictions and rules regarding use 
of the propeity. 
13. A listing of upcoming events will be posted in an appropriate location. A weekly update is suggested. 

Deadline for Response Date: Saturday, August 2, 2025, at 4:30 p.m. 

If you have any comments on the license application, you must respond in writing by Saturday, August 2, 2025 to: 

Legislative Hearing Officer 
310 City Hall 
15 West Kellogg Blvd. 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 

Or email to: LH-Licensing@ci.stpaul.mn.us 

If you have any questions, please contact DSI Inspectors Tom Ferrara or Jeff Fischbach at 651-266-8989. 
Notice Mailed: Friday, July 18, 2025 
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CITY OF SAINT PAUL 
O FFIC E O F TH E C ITY  C O U NC IL 

 

15 West Kellogg Boulevard, 310 City Hall 

Saint Paul, MN 55102-1615 

Email: LH-Licensing@ci.stpaul.mn.us 

Tel:  651-266-8512 | Fax: 651-266-8574 

 

 
C ITY  O F SAINT P AU L  
 

AA-ADA-EEO Employer 
 

STP AU L. GO V  

   

 

License Hearing 

NOTICE OF LICENSE HEARING 
July 31, 2025 

 

John Rupp, owner 

The University Club of St Paul, dba The Commodore 

79 Western Ave N 

Saint Paul, MN 55102 

 

RE:   The University Club of St Paul, dba The Commodore, 79 Western Ave N 

Class B Entertainment License and to modify existing license conditions to permit the 

establishment to provide entertainment events to their customers for a business with the 

following existing licenses Liquor On Sale - 181-290 Seats, Liquor On Sale - Sunday and 

Limited Entertainment (B) licenses 
Dear John, 

 

You are invited to attend and participate in a hearing before the Legislative Hearing Officer.  A notice regarding your 

application for a Class B Entertainment License and to modify existing license conditions to permit the establishment 

to provide entertainment events to their customers for a business with the following existing licenses Liquor On Sale - 

181-290 Seats, Liquor On Sale - Sunday and Limited Entertainment (B) licenses was mailed on 7/18/2025 with a 

comment closing date of 8/2/2025 for The University Club of St Paul, dba The Commodore, 79 Western Ave N. 

Correspondence of objection was received related to the license application, which automatically triggered a hearing.  

The Class N Notification and correspondence of objection are attached for your review in preparation for the hearing. 

You may also go to the License Hearing Calendar (stpaul.legistar.com/) for the latest agenda and documents related 

to the hearing 

 

The Legislative Hearing will be held on: 

Date/Time: 8/4/2025 at 10:00 a.m.  

Location:  Room 330 City Hall/Courthouse 

   15 West Kellogg Boulevard 

   St. Paul, MN 55102 

 

At this hearing, the Legislative Hearing Officer will take testimony from all interested parties. At the end of the 

hearing, a recommendation may be made as to whether the license should be approved, approved with conditions, or 

referred to an Administrative Law Judge. The City Council will have the final authority to grant or deny this license. 

 

If you require American Sign Language (ASL) and interpreters for languages other than English, please notify our 

office at LH-Licensing@ci.stpaul.mn.us as soon as you receive this notice or at least 72 hours before the hearing date. 

 

Sincerely, 

Greg Weiner, Executive Assistant 

cc:  Ward 1 City Council Office 

DSI Staff: Eric Hudak, YaYa Diatta, Jeffrey Fischbach, Ashley Skarda, Tom Ferrara, Farhan Omar, David Eide, 

Frances Birch 

  City Attorney’s Office: Therese Skarda, Riddhi Mistry 

 
Attachments: Class N Notice, Letter of Objection 

Notice Mailed: 7/23/2025 by Greg Weiner, 651-266-8512 
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CITY OF SAINT PAUL 
O FFIC E O F TH E C ITY  C O U NC IL 

 

15 West Kellogg Boulevard, 310 City Hall 

Saint Paul, MN 55102-1615 

Email: LH-Licensing@ci.stpaul.mn.us 

Tel:  651-266-8512 | Fax: 651-266-8574 

 

 
C ITY  O F SAINT P AU L  
 

AA-ADA-EEO Employer 
 

STP AU L. GO V  

   

 

License Hearing 

NOTICE OF LICENSE HEARING 
August 1, 2025 

 

John Rupp, owner 

The University Club of St Paul, dba The Commodore 

79 Western Ave N 

Saint Paul, MN 55102 

 

RE:   The University Club of St Paul, dba The Commodore, 79 Western Ave N 

Class B Entertainment License and to modify existing license conditions to permit the 

establishment to provide entertainment events to their customers for a business with the 

following existing licenses Liquor On Sale - 181-290 Seats, Liquor On Sale - Sunday and 

Limited Entertainment (B) licenses 
Dear John, 

 

You are invited to attend and participate in a hearing before the Legislative Hearing Officer.  A notice regarding your 

application for a Class B Entertainment License and to modify existing license conditions to permit the establishment 

to provide entertainment events to their customers for a business with the following existing licenses Liquor On Sale - 

181-290 Seats, Liquor On Sale - Sunday and Limited Entertainment (B) licenses was mailed on 7/18/2025 with a 

comment closing date of 8/2/2025 for The University Club of St Paul, dba The Commodore, 79 Western Ave N. 

Correspondence of objection was received related to the license application, which automatically triggered a hearing.  

The Class N Notification and correspondence of objection are attached for your review in preparation for the hearing. 

You may also go to the License Hearing Calendar (stpaul.legistar.com/) for the latest agenda and documents related 

to the hearing 

 

The Legislative Hearing will be held on: 

Date/Time: 8/14/2025 at 2:00 p.m.  

Location:  Room 330 City Hall/Courthouse 

   15 West Kellogg Boulevard 

   St. Paul, MN 55102 

 

At this hearing, the Legislative Hearing Officer will take testimony from all interested parties. At the end of the 

hearing, a recommendation may be made as to whether the license should be approved, approved with conditions, or 

referred to an Administrative Law Judge. The City Council will have the final authority to grant or deny this license. 

 

If you require American Sign Language (ASL) and interpreters for languages other than English, please notify our 

office at LH-Licensing@ci.stpaul.mn.us as soon as you receive this notice or at least 72 hours before the hearing date. 

 

Sincerely, 

Greg Weiner, Executive Assistant 

cc:  Ward 1 City Council Office 

DSI Staff: Eric Hudak, YaYa Diatta, Jeffrey Fischbach, Ashley Skarda, Tom Ferrara, Farhan Omar, David Eide, 

Frances Birch 

  City Attorney’s Office: Therese Skarda, Riddhi Mistry 

 
Attachments: Class N Notice, Letters of Objection 

Notice Mailed: 8/1/2025 by Greg Weiner, 651-266-8512 

70

https://stpaul.legistar.com/DepartmentDetail.aspx?ID=11375&GUID=3CB751A1-A700-4A4C-9B43-9ED4F4E9409E&Search=
mailto:LH-Licensing@ci.stpaul.mn.us

	Meeting Agenda
	SR 25-156 - Master
	SR 25-156 - Class N_License_Application
	SR 25-156 - Floor_Plan
	SR 25-156 - Street_Photos
	SR 25-156 - STAMP_Activity_Report
	SR 25-156 - Incident_Report
	SR 25-156 - Objection 1
	SR 25-156 - Objection 2
	SR 25-156 - Objection 3
	SR 25-156 - Objection 4
	SR 25-156 - Objection 5
	SR 25-156 - Objection 6
	SR 25-156 - Objection 7
	SR 25-156 - District_Council_Correspondence
	SR 25-156 - Aerial_Photo
	SR 25-156 - Zoning_Map
	SR 25-156 - Plat_Map
	SR 25-156 - 100'_Property_Ownership
	SR 25-156 - AMANDA_Print_Screen
	SR 25-156 - Class N Notice
	SR 25-156 - Notice of License Hearing
	SR 25-156 - Updated Notice of License Hearing

