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FIRE AND RESCUE GREWS RESPONDED TO THE REPORT OF A STRUCTURE FIRE WITH FLAMES SEEN BURNING THROUGH THE ROOF, THE INITIAL ARRIVING
FIRE UNITS RECOGNIZED THIS AS DEFENSIVE FIRE CONDITIONS AND IMMEDIATELY STARTED EXTINGUISHMENT EFFORTS FROM THE OUTSIDE. THE FIRE HAD
BURNED THROUGH THE ROOF PRIOR TO THE ARRIVAL OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. IT WAS REPORTED THAT THERE WERE NO VICTIMS IN THE DWELLING AND
IT WAS A VACANT STRUCTURE. WATER SUPPLIES WERE ESTABLISHED AND MASTER STREAM OPERATIONS BEGAN.

THE MAIN BOBY OF FIRE: WAS ON THE SECOND FLOOR WITH EXTENSION TQ THE FIRST FLOOR. AFTER THE FIRE WAS EXTINGUISHED, A SMALL CREW WAS
SENT IN TO CONFIRM THAT THERE WERE NO VICTIMS AND FOR FINAL EXTINGUISHMENT OF ANY HOT SPOTS.

XCEL POWER AND ELECTRIC ARRIVED ON SCENE AND DISCONNECTED BOTH GAS AND POWER, BOARD-UP ARRIVED AND SECURED THE DWELLING. FIRE
INVESTIGATOR ASPNES HAS DETERMINED THAT THE CAUSE IS "UNDER INVESTIGATION."
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Saint Paul Fire Department
FIRE INCIDENT DISPOSITION

INCIDENT NUMBER:

17-03038 DATE OF INCIDENT: 01/25/2017

TIME OF INCIDENT:

0150 hours POLICE CASE #: 17-017-481

INVESTIGATOR (8):

M. Aspnes and B. Ricketson

INCIDENT ADDRESS:

970 Woodbridge Street, Saint Paul, MN 55117

OCCUPANT NAME:

Unknown PHONE : Unknown

OWNER NAME:

Chai Vang & Xia Lee PHONE:651-216-1172

ADDRESS OF OWHNER:

970 Woodbridge Street, Saint Paul, MN 55117

PROPERTY DAMAGED:

AREA OF ORIGIN:Second floor living

g8ingle family dwelling space

DAMAGE ESTIMATE:

Building $60,700 Vehicle 3 Other (Describe) 3§

VALUE:

Building $£60,700 Vehicle & Other (Describe) §

Damage Estimate
CONTENTS ONLY:

$5,000

INJURY/DEATH
(if yes, explain)

No [ ] Yes

SMOKE DETECTOR,
SPRINKLER, and
CARBON MONOXIDE
INFORMATION:

Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown

L]

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes #
Yes

Smoke Detector Present:
Detector Fumnctioning:
S8prinkler System Present:
Sprinkler Heads activated:
C.0 Detector Present:

DOCR
DAL XA

5555
[ 1O

No

FIRE CAUSE
CLASSIFICATION:

[ ] Accidental [] Juvenile/Incendiary

[ ] Incendiary [] child (under 10 years old)
[] watural [ ] undetermined

Under Investigation '

SYNOPSIS:

The fire department was dispatched for a reported dwelling fire
with Flames seen. Firefighters arrived to find a single-family
dwelling with heavy fire on the second floor, as well as the
stairwell to the second floor. Firefighters extinguished the
fire and performed overhaul. A 9-1-1 caller reports that the
previous residents moved out of the building approximately 1
week prior to this fire. Very few belongings remained in the
building and it appeared vacant. It is unknown if power was
still present in the building. Heavy fire damage mainly to the
second floor with some minor extension to the first floor via
the stairway. Conditions on the second floor reached flashover
and also involved some structural collapse. Due to extensive
water applied during suppression and the severity of fire
damage, no clear point of origin could be detexmined. The
ignition souxce is unknown. The first fuel lgnited is unknown.
The classification of fire cause at this time is "under
investigation".

DISPCSITION:

[] E-mail only T .[] Hold Scene until approved

[] Do NOT DEMOLISH until approved [X| Scene Released

E] Analysis of Evidence Pending >{ Report to Follow
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FIRE INVESTIGATION REPORT
INCIDENT NO: 17-03038 DATE: 01/25/2017 TIME: 0150 HOURS
ADDRESS: 970 WOODBRIDGE STREET INSURANCE CO: UNKNOWN
DAMAGE ESTIMATE: $65,700 : CN#: 17-017-481

SYNOPSIS: On Wednesday, January 25, 2017, at approximately 0150 hours, the Saint Paul
Fire Department was called to a repott of a residential structure fire, The location of the incident
was 970 Woodbridge Street. Upon the fire department’s arrival, Ladder #22°s crew found what
appeared to be a one and a half story dwelling with a fully involved second floor with fire
venting through the roof. Crews extinguished the fire and performed ovethaul, Tnvestigation
revealed the fire appeared to have started somewhere on the second floor. Witnesses on scene
stated that the home is vacant. The ignition source was probably an open flamed device. The
first material ignited was possibly vapors from a flammable liquid or ordinary combustibles
present in the building. The act that brought them together was probably an intentional human .
act. The classification of fire cause is undetermined.

PEOPLE: Propel“ty Owner/Occupant, CHAI VANG, 970 Woodbridge Street, Saint Paul, MN
55117, 651-216-1172, DOB unknown.

Ofther person/9-1-1 caller,

BACKGROUND: I received notification of the fire via the Communications Center at
approximately 0150 hours. I responded to the incident scene and arrived at approximately 0202
hours. Fire extingnishment was in progress upon my arrival, The building was reported fo be
vacant and no occupants were found in the structure, Weather conditions were cloudy skies with
light snow and north winds at approximately 7 mph. The air temperature was approximately 31°
Fahrenheit.

Ladder #22’s crew arrived to find a fully involved second floor with fire venting through the roof
at the peak. Ladder #22s crew forced entry into the building at both the front and rear doors,
The front door was locked, but the rear door was not tried prior to being forced, so it is unknown
if there was any forced entry prior to fire department arrival. Due to heavy fire, Ladder #22’s
crew decided to switch to defensive operations, and deployed a high volume master stream into
the second floor. Several other hose streams were used to flow water into the second floor.
Eventually, entry was made into the dwelling after allowing the second floor to partially drain.

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION: The structure is a one and a half story, single family dwelling
of wood framed construction with exterior vinyl siding. The building measured approximately
30 feet wide by 50 feet deep, The address side faced west and the building ran east to west.
Smoke detectors were not present,




Fire Investigation Report
970 Woodbridge Street
Page Two

EXTERIOR EXAMINATION: Visual inspection of the west side revealed the main front
entrance present in the center of the first floor, with intact windows on either side. Water was
flowing from under the front door. Fire was visible venting from the second floor window, with
significant heat and smoke damage to the siding starting from below the window sill and
extending up to the eaves.

Visual inspection of the north side revealed five windows of various sizes on the first floor.
Some of the windows were broken. The roof line extended down to the top of the first floor. No
heat or fire damage was visible to the north side.

Examination of the east side revealed an entry door in the middle of the first floor with windows
on either side. One broken window was present on the second floor. Heavy heat and smoke
damage was present from the level of the first floor ceiling extending up to the peak of the roof.
The power drop was present on the east side of the building just to the north of the rear entry
door, The electric meter had been removed and a clear cover was in its place. The electric meter
socket was under a secured blue tarp upon the fire department’s arrival, indicating that the meter
had probably been removed prior to the time of the fire and that the building was not energized at
the time of the fire. It is unknown where the gas meter was located, but gas appliances were
present inside the dwelling.

Inspection of the south side revealed six windows of various sizes, as well as three basement
windows. A few of the first floor windows were broken. The roof line extended to the first floor
ceiling level. No smoke or heat damage was observed on the first floor siding.

The roof covering was asphalt shingles and the roof had significant mass loss and a partial
collapse at the peak, next to the chimney. The collapsed portion of the roof is about half way
between the west and east ends of the building.

INTERIOR EXAMINATION: Visual inspection of the basement interior revealed large
amounts of suppression water leaking from the floor above and standing water approximately
two to three feet deep. No heat or smoke damage was observed. The fuse panel on the east wall
appeared to have no blown fuses. The furnace and water heater appeared to be undamaged by
the fire. The washer and dryer in the basement also appeared undamaged by the fire. The
basement had almost no contents other than appliances.

Examination of the first floor revealed smoke and heat damage at the ceiling level only.
Significant suppression water was draining from the second floor above. The kitchen appliances
appeared undamaged by fire. Minimal contents were present and the home appeared vacant,
Only a small amount of time was spent on the first floor due to the large loading of the floor
above by water as indicated by some sagging ceiling members.
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The door located at the base of the stairs leading to the second floor showed significant heat and
smoke damage, as well as mass loss to the top half indicating that a flashover condition was
present in the area of the stairs, The lack of significant damage to the first floor indicated that
the door was likely closed at the time of the fire. '

The second floor ceiling/roof revealed a partial collapse in the center of the roof at the peak,
adjacent to the chimney. There was a substantial amount of brick missing from the chimney
presenting a collapse hazard. The entirety of the second floor exhibited significant mass loss to
structural members throughout. Due to the large amount of damage, copious amounts of
suppression water flowed into the second floor, and standing water at a depth of approximately
six inches precluded determination of an exact area of origin. Inspection of electrical junction
boxes and wires present on the second floor revealed no signs of arcing, indicating that the
electricity was off at the time of the fire. This corresponds with the lack of an electrical meter as
stated above.

INTERVIEWS: One neighbor on scene who left prior to providing any personal information
stated that the home is vacant and that the occupants moved out approximately one week prior to
the day of the fire. Ttis unknown if this person is the 911 caller (described below). No other
persons were on scene to be interviewed. The phone number for the owner listed on the City of
Saint Paul’s STAMP website was called, but the voicemail message stated that the phone
belonged to someone other than the listed owner, a SETH FRANKLIN.

The CAD notes stated that the 9-1-1 calleris a . CAD notes stated that the caller
believes the occupants moved out a week ago.

PHOTOGRAPHS/SKETCH: Digital photographs were télcen. -

EVIDENCE: No evidence was collected. All possible evidence was left on scene for
examination by an insurance company representative. '

CONCLUSION: After examination of the fire scene and the interview conducted, and fire
patterns of both movement and intensity observed it is my opinion the fire began somewhere on
the second floor or at the stairwell leading to the second floor. The greatest area of mass loss
was present at the roof peak near the chimney, however this was also the highest point of the
roof and may have suffered more severe damage due to its location. The fact that the stairwell
was also significantly heat damaged down to floor level indicated this area was a possible site for
the origin, however significant radiant heat from above may have also produced this damage.
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The ignition source was probably an open flamed device, as the electricity appears to have been
shut off at the time of the fire, no arcing was observed on electrical wires on the second floor,
and there appeared to be no involvement of any of the appliances. However, the lack of
witnesses on scene, the fact that the home appears vacant, and the significant amount of damage
precludes the exclusion of other ignition sources. The first fuel/material ignited was possibly
vapors from a flammable liquid or ordinary combustibles present inside the residence. The
action that brought these items together was probably an intentional human act. The
classification of fire cause is undetermined. This report will be submitted to the Saini Paul
Police Department. This concludes my investigation and report.

M. Aspnes, Fire Investigator, C Shift, 02/19/2017

MA/su




