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Mr. Skliris,
 
My apologies, I was just finishing the minutes for your last hearing and realized I neglected to copy
Director Wiese, per your request, on last Friday’s correspondence. Mr. Ubl was included last Friday,
as you requested. Sorry about that oversight.
 
I have attached the minutes, per your request as well.
 
Thank you,
Joanna
 
 

Joanna Zimny
Legislative Hearing Executive Assistant 
Legislative Hearing Office
Pronouns: she/her/hers
Saint Paul City Hall
Suite 310
15 W. Kellogg Blvd.
Saint Paul, MN 55102 
P: 651-266-8585 
joanna.zimny@ci.stpaul.mn.us
www.StPaul.gov 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From: Joanna Zimny 
Sent: Friday, July 12, 2024 8:41 AM
To: Stamate P. Skliris <skliris@gmail.com>
Cc: Herb Arthur Smith <herbys4@msn.com>; Christopher.E.Solis
<christopher.e.solis@protonmail.com>; Nathan Bruhn <nathan.bruhn@ci.stpaul.mn.us>; Stephen
Ubl <stephen.ubl@ci.stpaul.mn.us>; Clint Zane <Clint.Zane@ci.stpaul.mn.us>; Joe Yannarelly
<joe.yannarelly@ci.stpaul.mn.us>; Robert Humphrey <robert.humphrey@ci.stpaul.mn.us>; Steve
Magner <steve.magner@ci.stpaul.mn.us>; Vicki Sheffer <vicki.sheffer@ci.stpaul.mn.us>
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310 CITY HALL 


15 WEST KELLOGG BOULEVARD 


SAINT PAUL, MN 55102-1615 


Marcia Moermond, Legislative Hearing Officer 


EMAIL:  legislativehearings@ci.stpaul.mn.us 


PHONE:  (651) 266-8585    FAX:  (651) 266-8574 


 


 


July 12, 2024 


 


 


Stamate Skliris 


1909 Summit Ave  


Worthington, MN 56187 


 


 


VIA EMAIL: skliris@gmail.com  


 


  


 


Re:  Remove or Repair of the Structure at 733 Fairview Avenue North 


 


Dear Stamate Skliris: 


 


This is to confirm that at the Legislative Hearing on July 9, 2024, Legislative Hearing Officer 


Marcia Moermond recommended that the Council require an additional $5,000 Performance 


Deposit to be posted, and continue your original $5,000 Performance Deposit in order to 


receive additional grant of time to complete rehabilitation of the above-named property per 


agreement with Building Official expectations. 


 


The performance deposit form can be found online here: 


https://www.stpaul.gov/departments/safety-inspections/vacant-buildings. 


 


We understand you have indicated you will not be able to attend the Council Public Hearing. 


Information and options for testifying are below, including sending written testimony to me at 


Joanna.zimny@ci.stpaul.mn.us and I will attach to the record for Council review and distribute 


to staff accordingly.  


 
This matter will go before the City Council at Public Hearing on Wednesday, July 17, 2024 at 3:30 


pm. in room 300 City Hall. If you are contesting Ms. Moermond’s recommendation you may:  
1. appear in person (please arrive before 3:30 p.m. and check in with staff outside Council 


chambers); or 


2. Should you wish to testify remotely (and not appear in person), you must register by 


noon on Tuesday, July 16 2024 to testify via phone here: 


https://www.stpaul.gov/department/city-council/city-council-public-hearing-live-testimony. 


 


If you have any questions, please contact me at 651-266-8585. 
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Sincerely, 


 


/s/ 


Joanna Zimny 


Legislative Hearing Executive Assistant 


 


 
c: Rehabilitation & Removal staff 


 Christopher Solis VIA EMAIL: christopher.e.solis@protonmail.com 


 Herb Smith VIA EMAIL: christopher.e.solis@protonmail.com 


 Nathan Bruhn, Department of Safety & Inspections,  


 Stephen Ubl, Department of Safety & Inspections, Senior Building Official  
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15 West Kellogg Blvd.


Saint Paul, MN  55102City of Saint Paul


Minutes - Final


Legislative Hearings
Marcia Moermond, Legislative Hearing Officer


Mai Vang, Hearing Coordinator


Joanna Zimny, Executive Assistant


legislativehearings@ci.stpaul.mn.us


651-266-8585


9:00 AM Room 330 City Hall & Court House/RemoteTuesday, July 9, 2024


5 RLH RR 24-26 Third Making finding on the appealed substantial abatement ordered for 


733 FAIRVIEW AVENUE NORTH in Council File RLH RR 24-8.


Sponsors: Jalali


PO to post additional $5,000 PD in order to receive additional grant of time. 


Stamate Skliris, owner, appeared


Moermond: we had you down at both 10 and 11. You have voicemails from me on your 


google voicemail from this morning. The last one indicated where I was at, which is I 


will recommend to the Council that an additional $5,000 Performance Deposit needs to 


be posted in order to get more time. I figured that was a better incentive and less 


punitive than forfeiting. We’re getting there, just very slowly. The March 28 resolution 


adopted by Council was the finish line. Mr. Yannarelly says there are 3 active 


mechanical permits, an electrical that is active and had a rough in, no plumbing 


permits. I saw recent communication from the plumbing inspector. That is what I have. 


I am willing to rethink on what you say, so let’s talk.


Skliris: there was good news was I went down with the plumber and pulled the permits 


for the plumbing. I also had the opportunity to meet with Mr. Smith and Mr. Ubl over an 


hour. I received communication from Ms. Wiese who indicated that there was merit to 


what I was saying, she’d reviewed, and wanted me to meet with Mr. Ubl. We met for an 


over an hour, he reminded me about 3 times that you went to my Supervisor so we’re 


going to get to the yes. We condensed the list to about 5 items. It was positive. Since 


then, it was 180 and the goalpost has been moving back further. I don’t know what you 


can do other than an extension of time. I don’t see a light at the end of the tunnel 


unless other action is taken. It is unfortunate that my supervisor asked me 1:1 about 


the progress, tell them I meet with you again and they just shake their head. It is 


something people are aware of. It has taken a long time. They asked me if I’ve 


considered getting an attorney to streamline this. I am an attorney, so it seems silly. I 


shouldn’t’ need an attorney to speak to Mr. Ubl. I email him, be drags his feet, he 


eventually responds.  A couple things to illustrate.


We have the list from 2015 before the Code Compliance. We have it again from 2021 


and again from 2023. Mr. Ubl, with his colleagues, have added things that weren’t on 


there. 


Moermond: but those would have been taken into account during the 2023 meeting 


that resulted in the 5 things in the resolution. . 
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Skliris: There are 5 plus 2. I tried to clarify with him that the newest items that Mr. 


Zane and Mr. Bruhn added on there, I did have a subsequent conversation with Mr. 


Bruhn on my holy Friday. I went down there and spoke with him saying he was no 


longer concerned about the deck but then Mr. Ubl added it back on there. The City’s 


website tells you the requirements for a deck. This was never part of any issue. I 


called up Mr. Williamette and asked if I needed a permit. There are no footings, it is 


cement. Mine’s 14”. No railings. It also isn’t attached to the house. So I was told I 


didn’t need a permit. It has been constructed and finished. They want me to open up 


the deck. It isn’t going to happen. It is arbitrary and capricious. It is like going to the 


MOA and them asking for a passport. It is being difficult. There’s a $4,000 vent hood. I 


got a letter from the manager at Best Buy, even though I have trial week coming 


tomorrow, I’m running around satisfying things I shouldn’t have to do. This vent hood, I 


have the installation guide. This one has 3 different settings. I shared a photo of it set 


at 290 CFM. I shared 23 pages of information and Mr. Ubl’s response is I need to 


install makeup air or get a new vent hood for 300 CFM or lower. We aren’t 


communicating. I have a letter from the manager at Best Buy, stamped, signed, with 


the photos, 290 CFM. If they don’t get checked off the list we aren’t moving forward. 


This is arbitrary and capricious. They’re adding new things. 


Moermond: this is in the list of things. 


Skliris: yeah, they’re new things they’ve added on. 


Moermond: this is in the list of the five things you met with them about.


Skliris: and it was cleared up in conversation. But to my chagrin, it was added back on 


there. 


Moermond: but this is the list that went in front of City Council. It is what they voted on. 


Skliris: they could add a bunch of other things on there. It is arbitrary and capricious. 


Moermond: why didn’t you speak to it at the time?


Skliris: I did, and its recorded and acknowledged.


Moermond: at the City Council, when they voted on this to be a condition?


Skliris: when you meet with the director you expect that they are going to honor their 


word. It is called a meeting of the minds. It is a dialogue. It is what I do all the time. 


And he should be held to the same standard. That’s why I did go to Ms. Wiese 


because Ms. Prince said you don’t know what you’re going to get when you speak to 


Mr. Ubl. These are her words. I see this trouble and I’m not going to pay an extra 


$5,000. My colleagues wanted to come with today as support. I got a letter from Mr. 


Clint Zane saying they were going to forfeit my $5,000. They said it is a violation-- 


Moermond: that’s an automatically generated letter. 


Skliris: it is a violation of due process. You can’t take property like that. I want to be 


done, but they have to stop adding stuff. Just like the $5,200 can be done with Mr. 


Patton, Heating and Cooling. These new things need to be removed and if you can’t 


communicate with the person who is in charge, there is a problem. Last year when we 


met you said “now, Mr. Skliris, I know that’s wrong” because myself and my partner we 


did put in green sheetrock in the basement. I was telling you about that. Well, low and 
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behold they tell me there is moisture resistant sheetrock which has to be removed. I 


don’t know why. You have to play phone tag with them at 6 am. Low and behold they 


removed it and said it is per manufacturer’s code. The problem is misrepresentation. I 


am representing information to Mr. Ubl via email and his response was “I sent a team 


to Menards to meet with John.” I talked to John and said no one came there, they 


called me and I showed them the same documents I gave you. They didn’t go there. *I* 


provided them. He said the information he gave me wasn’t enough, I had to go 


research with my team. The information is online and in the email, per code. They 


satisfied that, but it took years. No different than this vent hood and this other thing. 


They wanted the inspector to come for plumbing and I was there, it is hard to 


coordinate with Mr. Kaufer. I said you were here last fall for the inspection. He said that 


wasn’t an inspection. I said, per your visit, you came with your eyes and your senses 


and Mr. Zane drew up a finding per the inspection and what I did diligently after we left. 


I went and pulled a permit for four items. Now they want me to pull it for 22. I’m not 


going to do that. I’m not going to pull 22 permits when it is the same brother that is the 


work of the plumbing. It is the same theme. Because I went to Angie Wiese, Mr. Ubl 


is offended and we’re adding other things and there’s no dialogue. I’m doing my best to 


land this plane. I can’t do it on my own. Upstairs, what I see unfortunately--and it is 


beyond the scope—people who are in prison get mad at a prosecutor or judge, police 


officer, they go get liens. Arbitrary and capriciously. It is very costly for the person. 


They can get one on my home; I’m not interested in selling it. But what else do I have 


to do to get Mr. Ubl to honor his word and say we’re getting to the yes? Instead they 


are adding on these things on there. 


Moermond: I’m struggling that you’re saying the five items in the resolution are 


different?


Skliris: I see 3 items. Well, two and a half. The vent hood is per code. They are 


incorrect like they were with the sheetrock. Same as the deck. It was never in this 


history. You don’t need a permit when it is on cement, not attached. Mr. Ubl’s final 


response was they waived a bunch of things inside the decking. They said they wanted 


to see the joints; they used 3 different words. Now they want to see if it is attached. I 


said, well come see it. You come yourself since you’re the one making the decision. 


You can see the one-inch gap between the house. You want me to pay to lift up all the 


trex? Come on. He kept saying, Mr. Skliris, neither you nor me have time for this. Let’s 


get to the yes. But after we met, he’s not the same person. I haven’t gone back 


through Ms. Wiese. When they brought the plumber. The nail angle showers are on 


tile. They have a problem with that because they haven’t seen shower stalls attached 


to a finished tiled bathroom. They want it on studs. The manufacturer, I found in the 


language, “if necessary, remove the finished wall to expose the studs.” I sent photos to 


Mr. Ubl with my photos of the screws through the tile to the studs. It is kind of a 


problem. Mr. Smith says “they’re trying to make you pay for this home by making you 


buy new permits.” He’s not working with me. Eventually something has to give. One 


other thing, we spoke in the past about ex parte. Minutes after I had this appointment, 


Mr. Ubl already knows, and emails me saying “I see you already…” I would appreciate 


to be on the email with the dialogue so it shows we are all on the same page and honor 


one another so it isn’t this stealthy “yeah, he’s coming in”. No, it shouldn’t be that way. 


Just like I’m not able to speak to Ms. Johnson, who is from Worthington Minnesota 


like myself. Or, now Ms. Prince, who doesn’t matter, I would expect the same courtesy 


that if you’re going to speak to Mr. Ubl I’m also in that dialogue so we can work 


together. But, he has to honor his word. He also said Ms. Wiese doesn’t have the 


power to sign, I do. I’m the one with the State. Ok, we can go to appeal it. Go to 


district court and ask for damages, but after 8 years, you used to haul me here all the 


way from North Dakota. It is goofy that I have to work in the same building and come 
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down a couple of floors. Whatever you can do to facilitate this, because we are at a 


standstill. 


Moermond: I cannot do building code items. I can only do Legislative code items. I can 


suggest again you reach out to Ms. Wiese I don’t know how alternative dispute 


resolution looks like for you. That’s your control. We’ve been talking since May 2022. 


In the normal course of events, probably a year ago at the second making-finding I 


would be telling others that I’m recommending one of two things: the Performance 


Deposit is forfeit and another $5,000 or 10k required, or additional Performance 


Deposit posted. I haven’t had that conversation with you. I want to force the issue and 


say we need to close this down. What you need to bring to have a more effective 


conversation is on you. I can only look at what the Council voted on. If the City is in 


some way not doing something set forth in this resolution. That isn’t for me to argue. 


Skliris: I’d be happy to talk to the City Council on this. 


Moermond: you’re more than welcome to do so. This is scheduled for July 17th.


Skliris: I have four weeks of trial, until August 9, then I’m overseas until August 26. I 


have hearings right away when I’m back. Until Mr. Ubl is willing to work with me I am 


not going anywhere. 


Moermond: I have an obligation to send this to Council in their timeframe. They asked 


for the feedback to do an extension or not, and I need to do that. I can present my 


recommendation and ask them to continue it from July 17 for a bit. It was a 90-day 


grant of time, pushing it 6 weeks is pushing it halfway through what they granted. You 


could have a representative come. A colleague or someone else you’d want to 


represent you. You can also do it in writing or by phone. 


Skliris: I have 17 trials with 4-hour notice to prepare for them. It is ineffable what it is 


like to be a trial attorney. Because I do have a fulltime job, this is becoming a fulltime 


job. You understand my situation. I can’t physically or derogate my profession to keep 


coming back to these hearings. When I’m able to I come down a couple floors. At 


1:30 I have another hearing. 


Moermond: you may want to make a case to the Council in writing you’d like to have 


them extend this conversation and they can consider that. 


Skliris: it comes down to timing. This could be done in 12 days. Whatever they give 


me, if Mr. Ubl hasn’t retired or still has that stance. I know the other two are going to 


be like him. It isn’t the issue of time, it is them being difficult. Something has to 


change. Either Ms. Wiese, or I get him on a good day, or having to hire an attorney and 


suing the City. I’m someone, even though I litigate, I should be able to represent 


myself but I don’t like the attention. I don’t need 733 Fairview to have gotten to where it 


has because Ms. Wiese thanked me for investing in a home like this. The Midway, 


everyone say should say thank you for putting $400,000 inside a home. But these 


people are a little obtuse and don’t get it because it is a unilateral conversation with 


them. The timing is secondary to me, I know it is what is on your plate, but it isn’t 


really going to change things at this juncture unless someone changes Mr. Ubl’s 


decision. Even when the plumbing inspector was there just now, he said some piping 


that has been covered. I said you understand all 3 floors are tiled. This isn’t for me to 


decide, it is for my boss to decide. It is clearly at the discretion of Mr. Ubl. 


Moermond: he may have been referring to the senior plumbing inspector. 
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Skliris: it was Mr. Kaufer, we’re talking about Steve. 


Moermond: you know where your conversation is in the Department. This will go on the 


Council agenda on July 17 and what I would say is my recommendation is what it is, 


with the posting of that additional $5,000 I’ll recommend they give more time, but your 


problem doesn’t lie there.


Skliris: and you can let them know that the homeowner is categorically opposed—if 


they want to raze it.


Moermond: no, I’m not making anyone’s case for them. I don’t think anyone wants to 


raze the property. 


Skliris: I’m not going to post another $5,000. I’ve already showed proof of funds of 


$40,000, posted $5,000. That’s not the issue. The issue is over here with these people. 


They aren’t willing to work with me. No matter how much we post, it isn’t going to 


matter. I’m not going to throw good money after bad. You can make your 


recommendation and put an asterisk “homeowner is categorically refusing. He has an 


issue with the building inspector not working with him. Putting on new things, like 


opening up a deck and get a new vent hood even though it is below 300.” No. This is 


what we call arbitrary and capricious. 


[Mr. Skliris brings up document about vent hood and is attached to the record. Another 


photo was shown but not attached]


Moermond: do you want this attached to the record?


Skliris: no, I don’t want the whole word to see inside my home. That’s why I don’t have 


as much dialogue with you as I should. Everything is aired for the world to see. Even 


just a voicemail. There’s nothing for me to hide, but I also want my privacy. I show this 


to Mr. Ubl and he writes back the same thing: “pay for a new vent hood or pay for 


make up air.” It isn’t needed. This is the letter from the Manager of best buy saying it 


meets code. 


Moermond: from June 15. Is this for the record?


Skliris: probably not. 


Moermond: then I’m not even going to look at it.


Skliris: I’m chasing my tail. 


Moermond: you have my recommendation. I will have Ms. Zimny put these notes 


together and send them to you and she can copy Ms. Wiese on it. Would you like us 


to copy Mr. Ubl as well?


Skliris: yes, please.


Referred  to the City Council due back on 7/17/2024
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Subject: 733 Fairview Ave N.Skliris R-R Ltr.7-12-24
 
Attached please find a letter regarding the above matter.  
 
Thank you,
Joanna
 

Joanna Zimny
Legislative Hearing Executive Assistant 
Legislative Hearing Office
Pronouns: she/her/hers
Saint Paul City Hall
Suite 310
15 W. Kellogg Blvd.
Saint Paul, MN 55102 
P: 651-266-8585 
joanna.zimny@ci.stpaul.mn.us
www.StPaul.gov 
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