
2020 Census Report



Why is the census important?

● The census determines how we’re represented in local, state, and 
federal government, including how many seats each state gets in 
the U.S House of Representatives

● Census results guide the federal funding of roughly $2,800 per 
person in Minnesota for the next 10 years, that’s $28,000 per 
person over 10 years

● In Saint Paul, that's an estimated $8.7 billion in federal funding for 
schools, roads, and other public services.

● Census results determine where we locate our schools, childcare 
centers, roads and public transportation, grocery stores and local 
businesses, hospitals and more.



Historically Undercounted Communities

● Neighborhoods = Frogtown, North End, and East Side

● Populations = young children, renters, people of color, indigenous persons, 
immigrants, refugees, non-English speakers, families with low-incomes, 
undocumented and mixed status families, and people who are highly mobile or 
experiencing homelessness

● Most undercounted population in Minnesota are children under 5 years old



Low-response Neighborhoods Across Saint Paul



What challenges did face to get residents counted?

● The census was not available in four of the top six languages spoken in Saint Paul 
(Hmong, Karen, Oromo, Somali)

● Fear of completing the census results in lower self-response rates

● Lack of support from Census Bureau 

● COVID-19 pandemic



Area Census Offices

● State of Minnesota was divided 
into 3 areas; Northern Area, 
Southern area, and Hennepin 
County

● Saint Paul fell into the southern 
area making the nearest census 
office in Rochester

● Rochester ACO had one part-time 
employee; Hennepin had 10 full 
time employees



Covid-19 Impact on 2020 Census

● Census is the largest mobilization effort in North America. Census takers had to 
conduct in person follow up during a global pandemic.

● Timelines were shifted completely, resulting in shorter deadlines and less time for non-
response follow up

● Trump Administration trying to end the count early, which lead to back and forth battle 
between courts

https://publicintegrity.org/politics/system-failure/trump-obstruction-of-2020-census/


What did the City do?

● Formed a Joint Complete Count Committee 
with Ramsey County

● Hired additional staff

● Invested in our community

● Recruited over 4,100 census takers

● Libraries served as Questionnaire 
Assistance Centers (QAC) 

● Participated in Census@Work
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Community Investments



Census Results

● Minnesota ranked #1 nationally in self-
response rates, coming in at 75.1% as a 
state

● Saint Paul consistency ranked in the Top 5 
of self-response rates for cities over 300k. 
Finished at #5 with a 75.1% self-response 
rate.

● Ramsey County consistently ranked in Top 
10 of self-response rates for counties over 
500k. Finished at #9 with a 79.1% self-
response rate.

2020 Census Self-Response by State

https://www.ramseycounty.us/sites/default/files/Government/Leadership/Board%20of%20Commissioners/Board%20workshops%20%26%20discussions/11-24-20%20Workshop%20-%20Census.pdf
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/2020-census-self-response-rates-map.html


Minnesota Keeps its 8th Seat

● Minnesota was projected to lose a house seat in reapportionment

● Minnesota kept our 8th seat in the House of Representatives by counting an extra 
26 people

● Had New York counted 89 more people, the state would’ve kept their seat, 
resulting in Minnesota losing a seat
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Next Steps: Redistricting

● Activate our residents and complete count committee members to participate in 
redistricting process

○ Charter Commission draws ward boundaries

○ Ramsey County draws county boundaries

○ State Legislature draws state legislative and congressional boundaries


