
 
JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT 

FOR A 
MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL EMERGENCY RENTAL ASSISTANCE 

TENANT APPLICATION PROGRAM 
 
 

I. INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE  
 
A.  Ramsey County (hereinafter “County”) and the City of Saint Paul (hereinafter “City”) (each a 
“Jurisdiction” and collectively the “Jurisdictions”), enter into this Joint Powers Agreement 
(“Agreement”) pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 471.59 for the purpose of operating a 
Emergency Rental Assistance Tenant Application Program (“Program”) funded by direct allocations 
of Emergency Rental Assistance received by the Jurisdictions pursuant to Division N, Title V, 
Subtitle A, Section 501 of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, (Pub. L. 116-260) (“ERA 
Act”), and administered by the United States Department of the Treasury.  
 
B. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as the creation of a new governmental body or a 
joint board, as that term is used in Minnesota Statutes Section 471.59.  
 
II. OPERATION OF THE PROGRAM  
 
A. The Jurisdictions shall operate the Program in accordance with the Program Guidelines attached 
hereto as Exhibit A. 
 
B. The Jurisdictions shall operate the Program in accordance with Division N, Title V, Subtitle A, 
Section 501 of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, (Pub. L. 116-260) and the Grantee Award 
Terms for Emergency Rental Assistance attached hereto as Exhibit B, and any regulations issued by 
the United States Department of the Treasury.  
 
C. Management of the Program shall be directed by the following staff from each of the 
Jurisdictions:  

a. Ramsey County – Director Financial Assistance Services, or their designee. 
b. St. Paul – Housing Director, or their designee.  

 
D. The Jurisdictions shall allocate funding for use in the Program (each, a “Program Allocation”). 
Each Jurisdiction’s Program Allocation may only be used to provide Financial Assistance, as that 
term is described in Subsection (c)(2) of the ERA Act, to eligible households within the geographical 
boundaries of that Jurisdiction. The County’s Program Allocation will initially be used to provide 
Financial Assistance to households within the geographical boundaries of the County but outside the 
geographical boundaries of the City. The County will assess County spending on or before July 1, 
2021, to determine if there is Underspending. If Underspending occurs and the County does not need 
to supply additional funds to its Landlord program, a portion of County’s Program Allocation will be 
used to provide Financial Assistance to eligible households within the geographical boundaries of the 
City, unless otherwise agreed to by the Jurisdictions. For purposes of this paragraph, 
“Underspending” means: 1) that County has not spent 65% of its Program Allocation as of July 1, 
2021; 2) that the spending assessment reveals that there is a strong need for spending in Saint Paul 
and that the pace of City spending is faster than County spending; or, 3) as otherwise agreed upon by 



the Jurisdictions. In the event of Underspending, the County will notify the City and the Jurisdictions 
will make necessary arrangements for adjusting the use of County’s Program Allocation.  
 
E. Pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 471.59, Subd.1a.(a) each Jurisdictions will be responsible for its own 
acts and omissions and those of its officers, agents and employees with respect to any claims, 
lawsuits, or expenses for personal or property damages, losses or injuries, resulting from any 
activities undertaken pursuant to this Agreement. Nothing herein is intended or shall result in a 
waiver of the defenses or immunities, or monetary limits on damages that each Jurisdiction is entitled 
to by law. In accordance with Minnesota Statutes 471.59, for purposes of determining total liability 
for damages, the Jurisdictions shall be considered a single governmental unit and the total liability 
for the Jurisdictions shall not exceed the limits on governmental liability for a single governmental 
unit as specified in section Minnesota Statutes Section 466.04, subdivision 1.  
 
F. The Jurisdictions agree that government data created pursuant to the Program will be treated and 
shared in accordance with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minnesota Statutes 
Chapter 13 and any other applicable data privacy laws. Staff from all Jurisdictions shall have access 
to government data created pursuant to the Program, but only to the extent necessary to carry out the 
Program.  
 
G. Upon request, the Jurisdictions agree to make available any necessary programmatic and financial 
information necessary for audit preparation, Program oversight, or other purposes necessary to meet 
federal or state reporting and accountability requirements. 
 
H. This Agreement specifically authorizes the joint exercise of solicitation and contracting powers. 
Each Jurisdiction, however, may execute its own contracts directly with contractors and subrecipients 
and all ordering and payments will be the sole responsibility of such Jurisdiction and in no event 
shall be the obligation, liability, or responsibility of the other. 
 
III. WITHDRAWAL, TERMINATION, AND AMENDMENT  
 
A. Either Jurisdiction may withdraw from the Program and this Agreement for any reason by 
providing written notice to the other. Within twenty-four hours after said notice has been provided, 
the Program will stop processing applications for households whose only potential source of funding 
is that Jurisdiction’s Financial Assistance. Within fourteen days after said notice has been provided, 
all approved applications will be paid and all Administrative Costs will be calculated.  
 
B. This Agreement shall terminate ninety (90) days after the earlier of (1) the date on which all 
funding allocated to the program has been exhausted by the Program, returned and/or released to the 
Jurisdictions, or recaptured by the federal government; or (2) December 31, 2021.  
 
C. This Agreement may be amended at any time by written agreement of the Jurisdictions.  
 
D. This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, each of which shall be deemed to be an original 
and all of which, taken together, shall constitute one and the same agreement. The facsimile, email or 
other electronically delivered signatures of the Jurisdictions shall be deemed to constitute original 
signatures, and facsimile or electronic copies hereof shall be deemed to constitute duplicate 
originals. 
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CITY OF SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 

 

By: _________________________________ 
          Its Mayor/Deputy Mayor 

 

By: _________________________________ 
          Its Director, Office of Financial 
Services 

 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM 

 

_______________________ 
Assistant City Attorney 

  



RAMSEY COUNTY, MINNESOTA    

 

 

By: _____________________________________________      Date: ________________ 

            Toni Carter, Chair 

Ramsey County Board of Commissioners 

 

By: _____________________________________________      Date: ________________ 

           Janet Guthrie, Chief Clerk 

Ramsey County Board of Commissioners 

 

 

Approval recommended:         

 

_________________________________   

Tina Curry, Director 

Financial Assistance Services Department 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved as to form: 

 

_________________________________   

Stacey D’Andrea, Assistant County Attorney 

   



EXHIBIT A 

Program Guidelines 

Ramsey County and City of St. Paul Emergency Rental 

Assistance Tenant Application Program 

_____________________________________   
This Program Guide is for Ramsey County and the City of St. Paul Emergency Rental Assistance  

Tenant Application program for low‐income residents in response to COVID‐19 emergency. 

 

Eligible Households 

As provided under Section 501 of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021, the following 

requirements shall be used to determine household eligibility: 

 

Residency:  Households must be renting a housing unit or room located within the City of St. 

Paul and County of Ramsey as of the date of application. 

 

Income:  Households must have a gross annual household income at or below 80% of Area 

Median Income (AMI).  Household income may be reported as 2020 income or monthly income 

at the time of application. 

 If reported as monthly income, income eligibility must be re‐determined every 3 months 

for the duration of assistance in order to issue additional payments. 

 

Demonstration of Financial Impact:  At least one member of the household must meet one of 

the following criteria: 

 Qualified for unemployment benefits; 

 Experienced a reduction in household income directly or indirectly due to COVID‐19; 

 Incurred significant costs directly or indirectly due to COVID‐19; or 

 Experienced other financial hardship directly or indirectly due to COVID‐19. 

 

Risk of Homelessness & Housing Instability:  At least one member of the household must be at 

risk of experiencing homelessness or housing insecurity as demonstrated by: 

 

 Past due utility or rent notice or eviction notices; 

 Unsafe or unhealthy living conditions; or 

 Other evidence of such risk, as determined by Program staff. 
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Household Eligibility Exception 

To the extent feasible, any rental assistance provided to an eligible household under this 

program shall not be duplicative of any other Federally funded rental assistance provided to 

such household. 

 

Application Prioritization 

Review of application shall be prioritized by the following: 

 Household income at or below 50% of AMI; 

 Households where one or more individuals have been unemployed at least 90 days at 

time of application; and/or 

 Other priorities as determined by Joint Powers group or as required by Treasury. 

 

Eligible Expenses 

Eligible expenses include: 

 

Rent:  Up to 12 months with a potential for up to an additional 3 months to ensure housing 

stability, if funds remain. 

 Rental arrears, but not before March 13, 2020 

 Up to 3 months of upcoming rent payments 

o Rent must be brought current before upcoming rent payments can be approved 

o Must submit subsequent application for additional funding beyond 3 months of rent 

 Late fees as allowed by MN State law (i.e. those included in the lease, not exceeding 8% 

of rent due, etc.) 

 

Utilities and Home Energy Costs:  Up to 12 months with a potential for up to an additional 3 

months to ensure housing stability, if funds remain. 

 Utilities and home energy costs arrears, but not before March 13, 2020 

 Upcoming utilities and home energy costs 

 

Other:  Other housing‐related expenses incurred, directly or indirectly, due to the COVID‐19 

outbreak, as defined by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

 

Housing Stability Services and Administrative Costs:  (up to 10% of budget) 

 Case management 

 Other services related to COVID‐19 outbreak to help keep households stably housed 

 Program administration and staffing 

 Needed program technology 

 Program marketing 

 Language services/translation 
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 Outreach and technical assistance to hard‐to‐serve residents, including language and 

technology barriers 

 

Landlord Requirements   

Landlords whose tenants apply for assistance through the program shall agree 

to participate broadly and without discrimination to ensure equitable support to tenants 

seeking assistance, including households with disabilities and non‐English speaking households.  

  

Prior to payment of assistance, Landlords must agree to the following:  

 Provide a W‐9 for the rent assistance received;  

 Follow any guidance from the Department of Revenue on how to account for this 

emergency assistance program in provision of Certificates of Rent Paid to tenants;  

 Waive any future collection of late fees not reimbursed for the period rent assistance 

covered;  

 The period for which rent assistance was received may not be material for an eviction;   

 Refrain from reporting late payments to credit bureaus for months in which rent 

assistance was received; and   

 Return any duplicated or excess payments to the program administrator.  

 

Payments 

 

Rent:   

 Approved rent payments will be paid directly to the eligible household’s landlord. 

 Direct payments to the eligible household may only be made in cases where the 

landlord declines to participate in the program. 

 

Utilities: 

 Approved payments will be made directly to eligible household’s utility provider unless 

the provider does not agree to accept the payment. 

 Direct payments to the eligible household many only be made in cases where the utility 

company does not agree to accept such payments. 
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EXHIBIT B 

 

   





 



 

 



 
 


