City of Saint Paul
Saint Paul City Clerk
310 City Hall

15 West Kellogg Blvd.
Saint Paul, MN 55102

Application for Appeal - Attachment
613 Bay Street duplex

This duplex is owner occupied on the first floor of the house and the two detached garages.
Most of the yard is also used primarily by the owner.

Mike Cassidy the fire inspector was informed that the first floor of this house was owner
occupied. Mr. Cassidy should not have inspected the first floor of this house. The renter
upstairs has no access to the garages, first floor or the basement of this house.

We previously had a fire inspection on May 6", 2008. That investigator was helpful and
pleasant to work with. He found a few items that needed to be corrected. We corrected all of
these items.

Mr. Mike Cassidy at our most recent fire inspection has not been helpful or pleasant to work
with. He is extremely picky on what I consider nuisance items for the most part. He was
secretive during the inspection and did not point out items of concern during the inspection as
they were found. Instead we got a big surprise with this letter. Mr. Cassidy outlined 15 items in
his letter dated September 12, 2012. Below is a discussion on each of these items:

1&2 — There are a few holes in the wall made by my son. My son has agreed to patch the holes
and repaint the bathroom — see Photo 1.

3 - My son had removed the metal ring around the ceiling light for cleaning. This was just a
matter of reinstalling the ring — see Photo 1.

4 — Photo 2 shows the hallway ceiling — we are not sure what is wrong here. The light fixture is
original to this old house and never had a globe over it. This ceiling is over eight feet high and I
cannot see the hazard here.

5 — Photo 3 shows the only living room ceiling light fixture in this room. There were no missing
globes on this light fixture. This photo also shows the relatively new wired-in smoke and carbon
monoxide detector. This was installed when new wiring was installed in the house about six
years ago. The old battery operated smoke detectors were removed but the small plastic holder
was left on the ceiling. We had planned to remove the plastic holder the next time the ceiling in
the bedroom was painted. See Photo 4.



6 — Photo 4 shows the small plastic piece that was left on the ceiling after the old battery
operated smoke detector was replaced by a wired in smoke and carbon monoxide detector. [
can’t see how this is a hazard up on an 8 foot ceiling.

7 — Photos 5-7 shows some of the missing base wall molding and some of the new base wall
moldings installed. My son and I have been working to replace the old lead painted base
moldings with new base molding as time and money permits.

8 — Photo 8 shows the clutter that has built up at the top of the seldom used top of stairs to the
basement. This basement does have two exit doors as well as several windows. This can be
fixed easily.

9 — Photo 9 shows the type of plastic holder in the 2™ floor bedroom that was left in place after
the new wired in smoke and carbon monoxide detectors were installed. The plan was to remove
these when the ceiling was repainted. This could be five years from now. I can’t see how this is
a hazard.

10 — Photo 10 shows the new refrigerator and freezer in the basement. This unit has a maximum
wattage of 140, which is similar to a light bulb. A short extension cord was being used with this
unit. I don’t believe this is a hazard but this unit can be moved to a fixed outlet.

11 — Photos 11 and 12 show the two garages used primarily by myself and my son. These are
remote from the house and could use a coat of paint. We had planned to do this in the near
future, but have not gotten around to it. These are not a fire hazard to the occupied building.

12 — Photos 13 and 14 show the new landscape wall my son has been working on recently. The
blocks were stacked in an orderly fashion in the yard. I don’t see the hazard here.

13 — Photos 15 and 16 show most of the yard. My son and daughter-in-law have a large garden
where they grow vegetables. They have also planted prairie flowers in several areas of the yard.
It’s always in the eye of the beholder about what weeds are and what are vegetables and
flowers. The yard does need to be cleaned up a bit.

14 — About a year ago we had the Snelling Company service the furnace and AC at this house.
Attached is my order from them. I showed this to Mr. Cassidy but he indicated it does not meet
your latest requirements. We have been having the furnace looked at by the Snelling Company
(who installed the new furnace) every two years. It will cost another $200 to repeat the vear old
inspection and servicing with no tangible benefit.

15 — I showed Mr. Cassidy my smoke detector affidavit with the signatures of my renter and my
son. He indicated I needed to send it into your office.

The original plan on this house was that I was going to buy the house from my wife’s mother and
then sell it on a contract for deed to my son and his wife. Shortly after we purchased the house



both my son and his wife lost their jobs. Since that time they both on occasion have found part
time jobs. About four months ago my son’s wife found a full time job. My son is presently at
the police academy full time and working 20 hours per week at a part time job. Money is very
tight.

Having money to repair this old house has been very difficult. We have made many repairs to
this house to make it functional. Within the last five years we have put in a new high efficiency
furnace and air conditioner. This included redoing a lot of the ductwork in the house. We have
purchase all new appliances in both the rental unit and my sons area. We replaced all the carpet
on the second floor two years ago and also painted and redecorated this entire unit. This
included new appliances in the kitchen (kitchen stove), new clothes washer and dryer, and we
replaced the toilet in the bathroom. On the first floor we removed all the carpet. We installed a
new vinyl floor in the kitchen and resurfaced all the old hard wood floors. During this process
the floor refinisher offered to remove all the old lead painted base molding and dispose of it for
us.

We replaced the long and large dirt driveway with asphalt at considerable expense.

From my perspective, this is an owner occupied duplex which we have significantly improved.
It is questionable as to whether this even falls under your jurisdiction. If it does, then Mr.
Cassidy should have only inspected the upstairs rental unit and the yard. Mr. Cassidy’s list of 15
violations is questionable at best. The garages should not have been a part of this inspection; are
not attached to the house, and are not a safety hazard to the occupied house.

Best Regards,

Fad 2ot

Paul Ellringer

613 Bay Street

Saint Paul, MN 55102
651-276-0802

Attachment:  Snelling Furnace Inspection
Cassidy Fire Inspection Correction Notice 9-12-12
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