
From: Zimny, Joanna (CI-StPaul)
To: "gracedejong@gmail.com"
Cc: *CI-StPaul_LegislativeHearings
Subject: RE: appealed tax assessment for 984 Tuscarora Ave
Date: Tuesday, January 17, 2023 11:49:00 AM
Attachments: 984 Tuscarora mins 1-17-23.pdf
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St. Paul, MN Code of Ordinances.pdf

Ms. DeJong,
 
This is to confirm that at the Council Public Hearing on January 25, 2022 Ms. Moermond will
recommend that the City Council approve the assessment.
 
Attached are the minutes from both hearings, a copy of the St. Paul legislative code, and a packet of
all materials from your hearing.
 
This matter will go before the City Council on Wednesday, January 25, 2023 at 3:30 p.m. in room
300 City Hall. If you are contesting the recommendation you may appear in person or send written
testimony to be added to the record to legislativehearings@ci.stpaul.mn.us. Should you wish to
address Council directly but not appear in person, you must register in person by noon on
Tuesday, January 24, 2023 here: https://www.stpaul.gov/department/city-council/city-council-
public-hearing-live-testimony.
 
Thank you,
Joanna
 

Joanna Zimny
Legislative Hearing Executive Assistant 
Legislative Hearing Office
Pronouns: she/her/hers
Saint Paul City Hall
Suite 310
15 W. Kellogg Blvd.
Saint Paul, MN 55102 
P: 651-266-8585 
joanna.zimny@ci.stpaul.mn.us
www.StPaul.gov 

 
 
 
 
 
 

From: Zimny, Joanna (CI-StPaul) 
Sent: Thursday, November 17, 2022 9:44 AM
To: gracedejong@gmail.com
Cc: *CI-StPaul_LegislativeHearings <LegislativeHearings@ci.stpaul.mn.us>
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mailto:Sharon.KennedyVickers@ci.stpaul.mn.us
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15 West Kellogg Blvd.


Saint Paul, MN  55102City of Saint Paul


Minutes - Final


Legislative Hearings
Marcia Moermond, Legislative Hearing Officer


Mai Vang, Hearing Coordinator


Joanna Zimny, Executive Assistant


legislativehearings@ci.stpaul.mn.us


651-266-8585


9:00 AM Room 330 City Hall & Court House/RemoteTuesday, January 17, 2023


RLH TA 22-3901 Ratifying the Appealed Special Tax Assessment for property at 984 


TUSCARORA AVENUE. (File No. VB2302, Assessment No. 238801)


Sponsors: Noecker


Approve the assessment and make payable over 5 years. 


Grace DeJong, owner, appeared via phone


Moermond: we’re following up to see if you would qualify for proration of the fee since 


we last talked on November 1.


Staff update by Supervisor Joe Yannarelly: this was a Category 1 fire damaged Vacant 


Building, opened March 15, two 90-day waivers. Multiple permits pulled, but none 


finaled and the total assessment for the Vacant Building fee of $2,616 is within 2 


months of its anniversary date.


Moermond: any information on open permits


Yannarelly: they are all open except one plumbing permit. Open warm air, mechanical, 


another plumbing. Looks like it is in progress.


Moermond: what can you tell me about where things are at?


DeJong: we are very close to being able to move back in. My project coordinator says 


by the end of January we’ll be able to move back in.


Moermond: that is good news. I am hoping you have the inspectors scheduled to go 


back out so you get those sign-offs on those open permits. I’m sure your contractor is 


working on that. Just a heads-up on this. I am kind of stuck on your Vacant Building 


fee here, and I’ll tell you why. This covers mid-March 2022 to mid-March 2023. We’re 


10 months into the fee, so it is almost impossible for me to prorate it at this point. A 


lot of people bring this to their insurance company as a cost of having a fire. We’re 


happy to provide any documentation if you want to do that. I’m stuck recommending 


approval of the assessment to Council. I can ask them to spread payments over a 


number of years. Most people have a lot of financial impact after a fire. There is a 


small interest rate, listed on the back of your letter, we can do it over 2 to 5 years. 


Council may look at it differently, as I mentioned before. Would payments over a 


couple years be helpful?


DeJong: if you do recommend that do we still have the option to pay in full?
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Moermond: yes, of course. 


DeJong: yeah, I guess we’d like to have the option to pay over time. We’d like to pay it 


off sooner. My insurance company is saying they’ve never heard of this, so any 


documentation your office could send. They sound dubious about it. 


Moermond: there are two sections of the City’s legislative code that talk about this fee, 


as well as the waiver for fire-circumstances, which you did get. We’ll send you the law, 


and again we’ll send you copies of the letters telling you about the fee. You have the 


letter about the assessment, do you need another copy? 


DeJong: I think what I have for that is ok. If its easy to include that then yes. 


Moermond: we can talk to the assessment office about that. Would a record of today’s 


hearings help?


DeJong: sure, that would be great.


Referred  to the City Council due back on 1/25/2023
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Vang, Mai (CI-StPaul)


From: Grace De Jong <gracedejong@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, October 24, 2022 9:05 AM
To: *CI-StPaul_LegislativeHearings
Subject: Re: Request to be put on schedule for Public Hearing, FILE# VB2302, Assessment #


238801


Ms. Vang, 
Ok, I understand - thank you for clarifying. Best regards, Grace 
 
On Mon, Oct 24, 2022 at 7:47 AM *CI-StPaul_LegislativeHearings <LegislativeHearings@ci.stpaul.mn.us> wrote: 


There is nothing to prepare for.  Just what you are going to say and why you are appealing the vacant 
building fee.  We will have a staff report from the Vacant Building inspector, you will testify and the 
hearing officer will make a recommendation to the city council.   


  


Mai Vang 


Pronouns:  She/Her 


City Council Offices – Legislative Hearings 


15 W Kellogg Blvd, 310 City Hall 


Saint Paul, MN 55102 


M: (651) 266-8585 | D: (651) 266-8563 


Legislative Hearing Appeals – www.stpaul.gov/legislative-hearings 


 


  


  


From: Grace De Jong <gracedejong@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, October 21, 2022 1:30 PM 
To: *CI-StPaul_LegislativeHearings <LegislativeHearings@ci.stpaul.mn.us> 
Subject: Re: Request to be put on schedule for Public Hearing, FILE# VB2302, Assessment #238801 
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Thank you, Ms. Vang. Since I am unfamiliar with this process, would you mind telling me what I might prepare in order 
to be ready for this hearing? 


Thank you, Grace 


 


On Oct 21, 2022, at 12:25 PM, *CI-StPaul_LegislativeHearings <LegislativeHearings@ci.stpaul.mn.us> 
wrote: 


  


Ms. De Jong, 


You are scheduled for hearing on November 1, 2022 between 9 am to 10:30 a.m.  I will 
call into the hearing from this number. 612-315-7905.   


  


Questions, let me know.  Thanks. 


  


Mai Vang 


Pronouns:  She/Her 


City Council Offices – Legislative Hearings 


15 W Kellogg Blvd, 310 City Hall 


Saint Paul, MN 55102 


M: (651) 266-8585 | D: (651) 266-8563 


Legislative Hearing Appeals – www.stpaul.gov/legislative-hearings 
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From: Grace De Jong <gracedejong@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 20, 2022 9:09 AM 
To: *CI-StPaul_LegislativeHearings <LegislativeHearings@ci.stpaul.mn.us> 
Subject: Request to be put on schedule for Public Hearing, FILE# VB2302, Assessment #238801 


  


Hello, 


This is in reference to FILE# VB2302, Assessment #238801, Property address: 984 Tuscarora Ave W, St 
Paul, MN 55102. 


  


I would like to contest a proposed assessment on my property, as it is vacant due to a fire that 
occurred 3/5/2022. It is currently still being repaired and will likely not be habitable until the end of the 
year, at the earliest. Could you please put me on the schedule and let me know when I am to attend? 


  


In addition, is there any insight into what I should prepare to support my contestment? Thank you. Best 
regards, 


Grace De Jong 


612-655-6769 


  











Customer #:1631840


Bill #: 1637964


March 16, 2022


Grace De Jong

984 Tuscarora Ave

St Paul MN 55102-3723


VACANT BUILDING REGISTRATION NOTICE


The premises at 984 TUSCARORA AVE
has been inspected and found to meet the legal definition of a Vacant Building as described in Saint 
Paul Legislative Code, Chapter 43. You are required by law to register this building with the 
Department of Safety and Inspections, Vacant Building Division, by filling out and returning the 
registration form provided with this letter. You are also required to pay the annual Vacant Building 
Registration Fee of  $2,459.00 . The fee is due upon receipt of this letter and must be paid no later 
than thirty (30) days from the date of this letter, as required in Saint Paul Legislative Code, Chapter 
43. If this building is vacant due to a fire, complete the enclosed registration form and return it to 
this office within 30 days.
Payment must be received by April 16, 2022 . 


You may pay this registration fee online by going to online.stpaul.gov and selecting the 'Make a 
Payment' option.  You will need your customer number and bill number to process a payment - both 
can be found on this letter.


To pay this invoice by mail please send this registration form along with payment to:


DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY AND INSPECTIONS
375 Jackson Street, Suite 220
Saint Paul, MN 55101-1806


Do Not Mail Cash


If you wish to pay in person, you may do so from 8:00am to 4:00pm Monday through Friday at the 
above address.


You may file an appeal to this fee or registration requirements by contacting the City Clerk's Office 
by calling (651)266-8688. Any appeal of this fee must be made within ten (10) days of the date of 
this notice.


If the registration fee is not received in this office within 45 days of the date of this letter, the 
full amount owed will be assessed to, and collected with, the taxes for this property as permitted 
by Saint Paul Legislative Code Chapter 43.


The Code Enforcement Officer has notified the Building Inspection and Design Section that this 
property meets the legal definition of a registered vacant building and in accordance with Legislative 
Code Chapter 33, no permits (except demolition, wrecking and removal permits) will be issued until 
the requirements of all applicable ordinances are fulfilled.


An Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Employer


DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY AND INSPECTIONS
Steve Magner, Manager of Code Enforcement


CITY OF SAINT PAUL 375 Jackson Street, Suite 220


Saint Paul, MN 55101-1806


Telephone: 651-266-8989
Facsimile: 651-266-1919
www.stpaul.gov/dsi
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All catergory 2 and category 3 vacant buildings must be winterized with gas and water services shut 
off or, alternately, an excess flow gas valve must be installed in the dwelling, within sixty (60) days 
of the date of this notice.


WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM THE CITY OF SAINT PAUL IS REQUIRED BEFORE A CATEGORY 2 
OR CATEGORY 3 VACANT BUILDING CAN BE OCCUPIED OR SOLD.


Category 2: Requirements include: 1. register/re-register the building, 2. pay outstanding
     fee(s), 3. obtain a code compliance report, 4. submit for approval a rehab cost 
     estimate from a licensed contractor and a schedule for completion of all 
     code compliance work, 5. submit proof of financial responsibility acceptable
     to the City, and 6. obtain Zoning approval of the proposed use.


Category 3: All requirements listed for Category 2 vacant buildings, AND obtain a
     Certificate of Occupancy OR Certificate of Code Compliance prior
     to the sale of the building.


If the use of this building meets the definition of a nonconforming use by the Zoning Code, then the 
use will lose its nonconforming status 365 days from the date the building was declared vacant.


You must contact the Enforcement officer , Rick Gavin, at 651-266-1910 to find 
out what must be done before this building can be legally reoccupied.


The Enforcement Officer may declare this building to constitute a Nuisance Building subject to 
demolition and issue an Order to Abate under authority of Legislative Code Chapter 45. In the event 
this building is declared a Nuisance Building, subject to demolition, the Enforcement Office will 
notify all owners and interested parties of the Order to Abate as provided in the Legislative Code 
Chapter 45.


If you have questions about this annual registration fee or other vacant building requirements, 
please contact the District Inspector, Rick Gavin, at 651-266-1910.


This registration form and fee is required by law. Your prompt attention to this matter is 
appreciated.


Steve Magner
Vacant Buildings Program Manager


Enclosures:  Regulations Requirements Information
   Vacant Building Registration Form


SM: jh
vb_registration_notice 11/14


An Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Employer







Customer #: 1631840


Bill #: 1637964


WARNING LETTER


June 27, 2022


Grace De Jong

984 Tuscarora Ave

St Paul MN 55102-3723


VACANT BUILDING REGISTRATION FEE


The Saint Paul City Council has adopted legislation which requires owners of vacant buildings 
to pay an annual fee and submit a registration plan on the form(s) enclosed with this letter. 
The annual fee is  $2,459.00. The purpose of this fee is to partially reimburse the City for 
administrative costs for registering and processing the Vacant Building Owner Registration 
forms and for the cost of monitoring these properties for compliance with Saint Paul 
Legislative Codes.


The fee for the vacant building located at 984 TUSCARORA AVE is now past due. You have 
fifteen (15) days from the date of this letter to pay this bill before this fee is sent to 
assessment, to be collected with your property taxes.


DO NOT MAIL CASH


Saint Paul Legislative Code, Chapter 43, requires this fee be paid no later than thirty (30) days 
after the building becomes vacant, and if not paid, the owner shall be subject to collections 
and prosecution as prescribed in the Legislative Code. Also, if at any time the registration fee 
is unpaid and owing, building permits will be denied for this building.


The full amount owed will be assessed to, and collected with, the taxes for this property 
as permitted by Saint Paul Legislative Code Chapter 43.


The owner(s) still will be subject to a criminal Summons and Complaint for failure to pay this 
vacant building registration fee. This citation will necessitate a court appearance in Ramsey 
County District Court and the owner(s) will be subject to penalties provided for by law. The 
enclosed registration form must accompany the fee payment.


You may pay this registration fee online by going to online.stpaul.gov and selecting the 'Make a 
Payment' option.  You will need your customer number and bill number to process a payment - 
both can be found on this letter.


If you wish to pay in person, you may do so from 8:00am to 4:00pm Monday through Friday at:
		


DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY AND INSPECTIONS
375 Jackson Street, Suite 220
Saint Paul, MN 55101-1806


An Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Employer


DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY AND INSPECTIONS
Steve Magner, Manager of Code Enforcement


CITY OF SAINT PAUL 375 Jackson Street, Suite 220


Saint Paul, MN 55101-1806


Telephone: 651-266-8989
Facsimile: 651-266-1919
www.stpaul.gov/dsi







All category 2 and category 3 vacant buildings must be winterized with gas and water 
services shut off or, alternately, an excess flow gas valve must be installed in the dwelling, 
within sixty (60) days of the date of this notice.


June 27, 2022
984 TUSCARORA AVE
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WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM THE CITY OF SAINT PAUL IS REQUIRED BEFORE A 
CATEGORY 2 OR CATEGORY 3 VACANT BUILDING CAN BE OCCUPIED OR SOLD.


Category 2: Requirements include: 1. register/re-register the building, 2. pay 
                    outstanding fee(s), 3. obtain a code compliance report, 4. submit for 
                    approval a rehab cost estimate from a licensed contractor and a schedule 
                    for completion of all code compliance work, 5. submit proof of financial 
                    responsibility acceptable to the City, and 6. obtain Zoning approval 
                    of the proposed use.


Category 3: All requirements listed for Category 2 vacant buildings, AND obtain a
     Certificate of Occupancy OR Certificate of Code Compliance prior
     to the sale of the building.


If the use of this building meets the definition of a nonconforming use by the Zoning Code, 
then the use will lose its nonconforming status 365 days from the date the building was 
declared vacant.


If you have questions about this registration fee or other vacant building requirements, 
please contact the Enforcement Officer, Rick Gavin, at 651-266-1910.


This registration form and fee is required by law. Your prompt attention to this matter is 
appreciated.


You may file an appeal to this fee or registration requirements, unless the fee was 
previously appealed, by contacting the City Clerk's Office by calling (651)266-8688. Any 
appeal of this fee must be made within ten (10) days of the date of this notice.


Steve Magner
Vacant Buildings Program Manager


Enclosures:  Regulations Requirements Information
   Vacant Building Registration Form


SM: rg
vb_warning_letter 2/15


An Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Employer


Also Sent To:


Grace De Jong 215 10th Avenue S #208 Minneapolis MN 55415







Customer #: 1686841


Bill #: 1637964


WARNING LETTER


June 27, 2022


Grace De Jong

215 10th Avenue S #208

Minneapolis MN 55415


VACANT BUILDING REGISTRATION FEE


The Saint Paul City Council has adopted legislation which requires owners of vacant buildings 
to pay an annual fee and submit a registration plan on the form(s) enclosed with this letter. 
The annual fee is  $2,459.00. The purpose of this fee is to partially reimburse the City for 
administrative costs for registering and processing the Vacant Building Owner Registration 
forms and for the cost of monitoring these properties for compliance with Saint Paul 
Legislative Codes.


The fee for the vacant building located at 984 TUSCARORA AVE is now past due. You have 
fifteen (15) days from the date of this letter to pay this bill before this fee is sent to 
assessment, to be collected with your property taxes.


DO NOT MAIL CASH


Saint Paul Legislative Code, Chapter 43, requires this fee be paid no later than thirty (30) days 
after the building becomes vacant, and if not paid, the owner shall be subject to collections 
and prosecution as prescribed in the Legislative Code. Also, if at any time the registration fee 
is unpaid and owing, building permits will be denied for this building.


The full amount owed will be assessed to, and collected with, the taxes for this property 
as permitted by Saint Paul Legislative Code Chapter 43.


The owner(s) still will be subject to a criminal Summons and Complaint for failure to pay this 
vacant building registration fee. This citation will necessitate a court appearance in Ramsey 
County District Court and the owner(s) will be subject to penalties provided for by law. The 
enclosed registration form must accompany the fee payment.


You may pay this registration fee online by going to online.stpaul.gov and selecting the 'Make a 
Payment' option.  You will need your customer number and bill number to process a payment - 
both can be found on this letter.


If you wish to pay in person, you may do so from 8:00am to 4:00pm Monday through Friday at:
		


DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY AND INSPECTIONS
375 Jackson Street, Suite 220
Saint Paul, MN 55101-1806


An Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Employer


DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY AND INSPECTIONS
Steve Magner, Manager of Code Enforcement


CITY OF SAINT PAUL 375 Jackson Street, Suite 220


Saint Paul, MN 55101-1806


Telephone: 651-266-8989
Facsimile: 651-266-1919
www.stpaul.gov/dsi







All category 2 and category 3 vacant buildings must be winterized with gas and water 
services shut off or, alternately, an excess flow gas valve must be installed in the dwelling, 
within sixty (60) days of the date of this notice.


June 27, 2022
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WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM THE CITY OF SAINT PAUL IS REQUIRED BEFORE A 
CATEGORY 2 OR CATEGORY 3 VACANT BUILDING CAN BE OCCUPIED OR SOLD.


Category 2: Requirements include: 1. register/re-register the building, 2. pay 
                    outstanding fee(s), 3. obtain a code compliance report, 4. submit for 
                    approval a rehab cost estimate from a licensed contractor and a schedule 
                    for completion of all code compliance work, 5. submit proof of financial 
                    responsibility acceptable to the City, and 6. obtain Zoning approval 
                    of the proposed use.


Category 3: All requirements listed for Category 2 vacant buildings, AND obtain a
     Certificate of Occupancy OR Certificate of Code Compliance prior
     to the sale of the building.


If the use of this building meets the definition of a nonconforming use by the Zoning Code, 
then the use will lose its nonconforming status 365 days from the date the building was 
declared vacant.


If you have questions about this registration fee or other vacant building requirements, 
please contact the Enforcement Officer, Rick Gavin, at 651-266-1910.


This registration form and fee is required by law. Your prompt attention to this matter is 
appreciated.


You may file an appeal to this fee or registration requirements, unless the fee was 
previously appealed, by contacting the City Clerk's Office by calling (651)266-8688. Any 
appeal of this fee must be made within ten (10) days of the date of this notice.


Steve Magner
Vacant Buildings Program Manager


Enclosures:  Regulations Requirements Information
   Vacant Building Registration Form


SM: rg
vb_warning_letter 2/15


An Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Employer


Also Sent To:


Grace De Jong 984 Tuscarora Ave St Paul MN 55102-3723







From: Zimny, Joanna (CI-StPaul)
To: gracedejong@gmail.com
Cc: *CI-StPaul_LegislativeHearings
Subject: appealed tax assessment for 984 Tuscarora Ave
Date: Thursday, November 17, 2022 9:44:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png


Ms. De Jong,
 
My apologies for the delay in this email. This email is to confirm that at the Legislative Hearing
on November 1, 2022 for the appealed ax assessment for property at 984 TUSCARORA
AVENUE. (File No. VB2302, Assessment No. 238801) the Hearing Officer continued the matter
to Legislative Hearing on Tuesday, January 17, 2023 via phone between 9:00 and 11:00 am
for further discussion.
 
This matter will go before the City Council at Public Hearing on Wednesday, January 25, 2023
with the recommendation from the January 17 hearing. Instructions on how to testify and
contest that recommendation were on the back of the letter informing you of the Legislative
Hearing.
 
Thank you,
Joanna
 
 
 


Joanna Zimny
Legislative Hearing Executive Assistant 
Legislative Hearing Office
Pronouns: she/her/hers
Saint Paul City Hall
Suite 310
15 W. Kellogg Blvd.
Saint Paul, MN 55102 
P: 651-266-8585 
joanna.zimny@ci.stpaul.mn.us
www.StPaul.gov 
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15 West Kellogg Blvd.


Saint Paul, MN  55102City of Saint Paul


Minutes - Final


Legislative Hearings
Marcia Moermond, Legislative Hearing Officer


Mai Vang, Hearing Coordinator


Joanna Zimny, Executive Assistant


legislativehearings@ci.stpaul.mn.us


651-266-8585


9:00 AM Room 330 City Hall & Court House/RemoteTuesday, November 1, 2022


RLH TA 22-3905 Ratifying the Appealed Special Tax Assessment for property at 984 


TUSCARORA AVENUE. (File No. VB2302, Assessment No. 238801)


Sponsors: Noecker


Layover to LH January 17, 2023 at 9 am to check on permit status for possible 


proration of fee. (CPH Jan 25)


Grace De Jong, owner, appeared via phone


[Moermond gives background of appeals process]


Staff Report by Supervisor Joe Yannarelly: this is a Category 1 fire Vacant Building 


opened March 15, 2022. Given an automatic 90-day waiver. Total proposed 


assessment of 2,616 has kicked in. Four active permits pulled recently.


Moermond: what is going on?


De Jong: it was an electrical fire that destroyed the whole house and made it 


uninhabitable. It was boarded that day so it has been secure since. I have been 


working with my insurance company ever since. I also secured a mitigation company 


within the first few weeks. It hasn’t gone as fast as I would have liked. The mitigation 


process just finished a month ago. They were doing the work to make sure to see how 


much they had to get rid of to make it habitable. As they got deeper they found out 


they needed to gut the entire inside. Exterior walls were ok but everything inside 


needed to be gutted. After they determined that and they did all the oxygenation and 


things to make sure the space was ready for repair they started to work on those 


repairs. I’ve been checking on it regularly and been in different air Airbnb’s. Most 


recently just a few blocks away. I’m checking in weekly and in contact with the 


contractors frequently. Contractors are in there most days due to the work being done. 


It is secured by locks but people are in most days. The neighbors have my contact 


information to reach me. They say work should be done by the end of the year. I’m 


hoping that is true. I was initially told end of September. Permits have been pulled and 


seem to be moving along better. I feel like with all the costs with me having to be out 


of my home this fee is a burden on top of everything else.


Moermond: have you talked to your insurance company about paying this fee?


De Jong: I haven’t.


Moermond: they typically would cover this. I know things are moving as fast as they 
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can when insurance companies are involved. That slows things down. That’s’ why there 


is that automatic 90-day waiver, to give credit for that. Normally with fire damaged 


structures I see them in the program for a bit over a year. They usually end o with one 


year’s worth of fee and we can almost always get them out from the second year’s fee. 


If you’re out by end of year that’s super positive. What I see now, you’ll have been in 


the program for 7.5 months out of the billable year as of today. This has a Public 


Hearing in January at which point it will be 10 months out of 12. If you are able to get 


out of the Vacant Building program by end of year we’re still 9 months in. If I were you 


I’d bring the fee to my insurance company and see if they will cover it. I’m willing to 


look at this again but I would only be able to help in the slightest bit, if at all. Know we 


could work on not having a fee at all if there are any delays, for next year. Let’s see if 


you can get things done and we can talk again the beginning of January and see where 


things are. Then we can talk about current information. Let’s talk again January 17. 


We’ll email confirming this. In the meantime, definitely talk to your insurance company. 


I can’t get you out from being in the Vacant Building program. 


De Jong: I know we’re maxing out my coverage. I did submit the boarding fees, but it 


is all part of one lump sum.


Laid Over  to the Legislative Hearings due back on 1/17/2023
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1/17/23, 11:36 AM St. Paul, MN Code of Ordinances


about:blank 1/3


(a)


(b)


(1)


(2)


(3)


(4)


(5)


(c)


(d)


(e)


Sec. 43.03. - Vacant building registration.


The owner shall register with the enforcement officer not later than thirty (30) days after any


building in the city becomes a vacant building, as defined in section 43.02(7).


The registration shall be submitted on forms provided by the enforcement officer and shall


include the following information supplied by the owner:


A description of the premises;


The names and addresses of the owner or owners;


The names and addresses of all known lienholders and all other parties with an ownership


interest in the building;


The period of time the building is expected to remain vacant; and a plan and timetable for


returning the building to appropriate occupancy or use and/or for demolition of the building.


A copy of any current Truth-in-Sale of Housing Disclosure Report if required by Saint Paul


Legislative Code Chapter 189.


The owner shall order and pay for a code compliance inspection in accordance with Saint Paul


Leg. Code § 33 within sixty (60) days after the designation of any building or portions thereof


classified under Saint Paul Leg. Code § 43.02(7) as a category II or a category III vacant building.


The code compliance inspection is required regardless of the building's legal occupancy standard


or intended use. Owners of category II or III vacant buildings on the effective date of this


ordinance that have not ordered a code compliance inspection shall have sixty (60) days following


the effective date of this ordinance to order and pay for a code compliance inspection.


In order to decrease the risk of fire, explosion or dangerous conditions, the owner shall install an


excess flow automatic gas shut-off valve ("excess flow valve") on the building's gas piping


immediately downstream of the gas meter outlet within sixty (60) days after the designation of


any building or portions thereof classified under Saint Paul Leg. Code § 43.02 (7) as a category II


or a category III vacant building. If the owner fails to install an excess flow valve, the enforcement


officer, under the authority of Saint Paul Leg. Code § 45, may install the excess flow valve on the


building and enter the building if necessary. The costs incurred by the city for installation of the


excess flow valve shall be assessed against the property as a summary nuisance abatement


under the provisions of Saint Paul Leg. Code § 45. Owners of category II or III vacant buildings


with active water and gas service on the effective date of this ordinance shall have sixty (60) days


following the effective date of this ordinance to install an excess flow valve. Prior to installation of


the excess flow valve, the owner, or another who can demonstrate a secured interest in the


property must obtain the required permits from the Department of Safety and Inspections. Any


excess flow valve model must be approved and installed as required by the Department of Safety


and Inspections.
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The procedures in paragraph (d) above may not be followed under the following conditions:


If the enforcement officer determines that failure to install an excess flow valve constitutes an


immediate danger or hazard which if not immediately addressed will endanger the health or


safety of the public, the city may proceed with an emergency abatement under the provisions


of Saint Paul Leg. Code § 45.12.


The owner or another who can demonstrate a secured interest in the property shall be


exempt from the requirements of subdivision (d) above if the following conditions are met:


The owner or another who can demonstrate a secured interest in the property has


registered the building as a vacant building with the enforcement officer; and


After registration, the owner or another who can demonstrate a secured interest in the


property has received or ordered a code compliance inspection and has shut off gas


service and winterized the property.


For all vacant buildings, the owner shall submit a plan and timetable which must meet the


approval of the enforcement officer. The enforcement officer shall require completion of the plan


within a reasonable period of time, up to three hundred sixty-five (365) days. The plan submitted


shall comply with the provision of Chapter 33 of the Saint Paul Legislative Code. Any repairs,


improvements or alterations to the property must comply with any applicable housing or building


codes.


All applicable laws and codes shall be complied with by the owner. The owner shall notify the


enforcement officer of any changes in information supplied as part of the vacant building


registration within thirty (30) days of the change. If the plan or timetable for the vacant building is


revised in any way, the revisions must meet the approval of the enforcement officer.


The owner and the subsequent owners shall keep the building secured and safe and the building


and ground properly maintained until the rehabilitation or demolition has been completed.


Failure of the owner or any subsequent owner to maintain the building and premises that result


in a summary abatement completed by the city shall be grounds for revocation of the approved


plan and shall be subject to any applicable penalties provided by law.


The new owner(s) shall register or re-register the vacant building with the enforcement officer


within thirty (30) days of any transfer of an ownership interest in a vacant building. The new


owner(s) shall comply with the approved plan and timetable submitted by the previous owner


until any proposed changes are submitted and meet the approval of the enforcement officer.


Vacant building fees:


The owner of a vacant building shall pay an annual registration fee two thousand four


hundred fifty-nine dollars ($2,459.00) each year the building remains a vacant building. The


registration fee is intended to at least partially recoup, and shall be reasonably related to the
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administrative costs for registering and processing the vacant building owner registration form and for the


costs of the city in monitoring the vacant building site.


The first annual fee shall be paid no later than thirty (30) days after the building becomes


vacant. If the fee is not paid within thirty (30) days of being due, the owner shall be subject to


prosecution as prescribed in section 43.05.


The fee shall be paid in full prior to the issuance of any building permits, with the exception of


a demolition permit.


All delinquent fees shall be paid by the owner prior to any transfer of an ownership interest in


any vacant building. If the fees are not paid prior to any transfer, the new owner shall pay the


annual fee no later than thirty (30) days after the transfer of ownership and subsequent


annual fees shall be due on the original anniversary date.


The enforcement officer shall include in the file any property-specific written statements from


community organizations, other interested parties or citizens regarding the history, problems,


status or blighting influence of a vacant building.


Any building or portion of a building classified as a vacant building under this section shall be


posted with a placard by the enforcement officer. The placard shall include all the information


specified under Leg. Code § 34.23(3)(a)—(g).


(Ord. No. 17862, § 1, 8-13-91; C.F. No. 03-1027, § 1, 12-10-03; C.F. No. 05-372, § 1, 5-25-05; C.F. No. 08-438, §


1, 5-28-08; C.F. No. 08-552, § 3, 6-18-08; C.F. No. 09-124, § 1, 5-20-09; C.F. No. 09-986, § 1, 10-14-09; Ord 12-


59, § 1, 10-24-12; Ord 14-51, § 1, 1-7-15; Ord 15-68, § 1, 12-2-15; Ord 16-62, § 1, 1-4-17; Ord 21-59, § 2, 12-22-


21)
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Subject: appealed tax assessment for 984 Tuscarora Ave
 
Ms. De Jong,
 
My apologies for the delay in this email. This email is to confirm that at the Legislative Hearing
on November 1, 2022 for the appealed ax assessment for property at 984 TUSCARORA
AVENUE. (File No. VB2302, Assessment No. 238801) the Hearing Officer continued the matter
to Legislative Hearing on Tuesday, January 17, 2023 via phone between 9:00 and 11:00 am
for further discussion.
 
This matter will go before the City Council at Public Hearing on Wednesday, January 25, 2023
with the recommendation from the January 17 hearing. Instructions on how to testify and
contest that recommendation were on the back of the letter informing you of the Legislative
Hearing.
 
Thank you,
Joanna
 
 
 

Joanna Zimny
Legislative Hearing Executive Assistant 
Legislative Hearing Office
Pronouns: she/her/hers
Saint Paul City Hall
Suite 310
15 W. Kellogg Blvd.
Saint Paul, MN 55102 
P: 651-266-8585 
joanna.zimny@ci.stpaul.mn.us
www.StPaul.gov 
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