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50% SCHEMATIC SITE PLAN
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RIVER BALCONY FRAMEWORK PLAN



RIVERCENTRE RAMPKELLOGG TRIANGLE LIBRARY QUAD

LAMBERT’S LANDING

STREETSCAPE

KELLOGG MALL PARK 2ND ST CONNECTORRIVER’S EDGE PARKING LOT

SCIENCE MUSEUM

TUNNEL & 
UNDERPASSES

OTHER 
STAKEHOLDERS

•	 CITY OF ST. PAUL
•	 RAMSEY COUNTY
•	 XCEL ENERGY CENTER
•	 RIVERCENTRE
•	 RIVERCENTRE RAMP
•	 SCIENCE MUSEUM
•	 LIBRARY 
•	 AMTRAK
•	 UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD
•	 CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILROAD
•	 MNDOT

•	 KELLOGG CONDOS

•	 CITY OF ST. PAUL
•	 RAMSEY COUNTY
•	 DISTRICT ENERGY
•	 AECOM

•	 CITY OF ST. PAUL
•	 UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD
•	 CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILROAD
•	 MNDOT
•	 RAMSEY COUNTY

•	 CITY OF ST. PAUL
•	 XCEL ENERGY CENTER 
•	 DISTRICT ENERGY 

•	 CITY OF ST. PAUL
•	 RIVERCENTRE
•	 XCEL ENERGY CENTER

•	 CITY OF ST. PAUL
•	 RAMSEY COUNTY
•	 CUSTOM HOUSE
•	 UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD
•	 CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILROAD

•	 SCIENCE MUSEUM OF MINNESOTA
•	 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
•	 DISTRICT ENERGY

•	 CITY OF ST. PAUL
•	 RAMSEY COUNTY

•	 GEORGE LATIMER CENTRAL 
LIBRARY

•	 FIRST & FIRST CREATIVE REAL 
ESTATE

•	 CITY OF ST. PAUL
•	 RAMSEY COUNTY
•	 US ARMY CORPS
•	 VIKING RIVER CRUISES

•	 VISIT ST PAUL

•	 WEST SIDE COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATION

•	 EX: ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION 
GROUPS

•	 CAPITAL RIVER COUNCIL (DISTRICT 
17)

•	 OTHERS 

•	 CITY OF ST. PAUL 
•	 KELLOGG SQUARE DEVELOPMENT
•	 DOROTHY DAY CENTER
•	 HIGHER GROUND
•	 NAOMI FAMILY RESIDENCE
•	 THE FAMILY PLACE
•	 SALVATION ARMY
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STAKEHOLDERS



• Schematic Design -  site analysis,
exploring design concepts,basic
features and programming, and getting
a general idea of the look and feel of
the project.

• Preliminary Estimates - capital costs
and long-term maintenance, and
operations costs.

• Preliminary Phasing Plan &
Implementation Strategy

• High-level funding strategy

• Preliminary Partnerships and
Governance Approach

• Preliminary Public Art Approach &
Strategy
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SCHEMATIC DESIGN SCOPE



•	Build on what is already here

•	Establish critical connections

•	Create discrete and distinctive elements

•	Prolong and extend the stay

•	Foster programmatic extensions and synergies

•	Cultivate connection to place and a sense of belonging

•	Build excitement and activate through interim use

•	Meet the needs of local communities and residents and 

attract the larger St. Paul community
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OVERARCHING PRINCIPLES
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KEY TAKEAWAYS

•	General support and excitement for the 

River Balcony project and initial design 

concepts

•	Address Shepard Road as current barrier 

to the river

•	Increase opportunities for activation and 

programming

•	Reinforce City’s equity goals

•	Show how the River Balcony ties into and 

strengthens the City's open space, trail 

and bike networks

•	Provide opportunities for and access to 

nature and integrate natural materials  

and elements

•	Ensure authentic engagement with 

Dakota



DAKOTA ENGAGEMENT INITIATIVE
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BIG WOODS WALK SCIENCE MUSEUM STAIRS & PLAZAS

OVERALL SITE PLAN - WEST

WATCHTOWER

GATEWAYLOWER PLAZA

OVERLOOK

POTENTIAL FUTURE PEDESTRIAN 
CONNECTION WITH RIVERSEDGE 
DEVELOPMENT

PLAZA

UPPER PLAZA 
& OVERLOOK

TAILGATING PLAZA

RIVER BALCONY 
BRIDGE

AMPHITHEATER
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BLUFF WALK & OVERLOOK 2ND ST. CONNECTORTHE KELLOGG CUT

LAMBERT’S LANDING

OVERALL SITE PLAN - EAST

FOREST 
WALK

NATURE PLAY

INTERACTIVE 
FOUNTAIN

BLUFF SEATING STEPS

BLUFF GARDEN

OVERLOOK

OVERLOOK

UNDERPASS LIGHTING

WELCOME 
CENTER

GATEWAY 
FEATURE

SEATING 
STEPS

BASKETBALL AND 
TUI LUB COURTS 
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DEVELOPMENT 
FOOTPRINT

RIVER BALCONY CUT

PLATFORM SEATING

ADA COMPLIANT RAMP

RIVER BALCONY BRIDGE

SCIENCE MUSEUM 
AMPHITHEATER

‘BIG WOODS’ WALK

RIVERCENTRE BRIDGE

TAILGATING + ART  PLAZA
KIOSKS & FOOD TRUCKS

WATCH TOWER

NOTE : Initial plan and sketches are conceptual. The design is being 
explored with partner institutions and will be informed by community input.

PRELIMINARY PLAN
RIVERCENTRE RAMP
& KELLOGG TRIANGLE
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BIG WOODS

WATCH TOWER TAILGATING PLAZA

RIVER BALCONY BRIDGE

POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT

SCIENCE MUSEUM
AMPHITHEATERBIG WOODS WALK

PRELIMINARY SKETCH
RIVERCENTRE RAMP
& KELLOGG TRIANGLE

NOTE : Initial plan and sketches are conceptual. The design is being 
explored with partner institutions and will be informed by community input.
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BIG WOODS

SANDSTONE BENCH

WATCH TOWER

BIRDHOUSE

BIG WOODS WALK

BIG WOODS WALK



SCIENCE MUSEUM 
UPPER PLAZA

RIVER BALCONY 
LOWER PLAZA

STAIR CANOPY

RIVER BALCONY 
OVERLOOK

GRAPHIC CROSSWALK

GRAPHIC CROSSWALK

RIVER BALCONY
GATEWAY 

TO
 R

IC
E

 P
A

R
K

EXISTING TERRACES

TO
 RIVER

NOTE : Initial plan and sketches are conceptual. The design is being 
explored with partner institutions and will be informed by community input.
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PRELIMINARY PLAN
SCIENCE MUSEUM



SCIENCE MUSEUM 
UPPER PLAZA

RIVER BALCONY
OVERLOOK

RIVER BALCONY
GATEWAY

GRAPHIC CROSSWALK

EXISTING TERRACE

EXPLORING WEATHER 
/SHADE CANOPY

RIVER BALCONY
LOWER PLAZA

PRELIMINARY SKETCH
SCIENCE MUSEUM TO RIVER CONNECTION

TO
 R

IV
ER

TO RICE PARK

NOTE : Initial plan and sketches are conceptual. The design is being 
explored with partner institutions and will be informed by community input.
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OVERLOOK PLAZA

DISTRICT ENERGY 
OVERLOOK

POTENTIAL FUTURE 
PEDESTRIAN CONNECTION 

OVER RAILROAD 
AND SHEPARD ROAD 
DURING RIVERSEDGE 

DEVELOPMENT 

GRAPHIC CROSSWALK

DEVELOPMENT 
FOOTPRINT

NOTE : Initial plan and sketches are conceptual. The design is being 
explored with partner institutions and will be informed by community input.
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PRELIMINARY PLAN
RIVERSEDGE SITE



2ND ST SEATING STEPS

BOSQUE SEATING

PLAYING FEATURES

INTERACTIVE FOUNTAIN

THE KELLOGG CUT 

BLUFF SHELF GARDEN

KELLOGG MALL PARK 
PROMENADE

EXISTING BLUFF

KELLOGG MALL PARK 
OVERLOOK

ENTRY PLAZA

FOREST WALK

FLOATING OVERLOOK

RO
BERT ST

W
ABASH

A ST

NOTE : Initial plan and sketches are conceptual. The design is being 
explored with partner institutions and will be informed by community input.
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PRELIMINARY PLAN 
KELLOGG MALL PARK 
(PARK LEVEL)



KIOSKS

KELLOGG MALL 
PARK GATEWAY
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BASKETBALL COURTS

SPECTATOR SEATING

PARKING LOT/FLEX 
VENDORS

2ND ST SEATING STEPS

BLUFF SHELF GARDEN
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NOTE : Initial plan and sketches are conceptual. The design is being 
explored with partner institutions and will be informed by community input.
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PRELIMINARY PLAN 
2ND STREET CONNECTOR & 
COUNTY PARKING LOT



BLUFF SHELF 
GARDENS

BLUFF 
BLEACHERS/
SANDSTONE 

SEATING STEPS

RIVER BALCONY 
PROMENADE

OVERLOOK
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BLUFF WALK & OVERLOOK 



BLUFF SHELF 
GARDENS

EXPOSED BLUFF

LEAN BAR

EXPOSED 
BLUFF

SANDSTONE 
BLUFF 
SEATING

KIOSKS

“KELLOGG CUT”
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2ND ST. CONNECTOR



STACKED 
SANDSTONE 
WALL

FLOATING LOOKOUT

2ND ST CONNECTOR
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KELLOGG CUT



UNDERPASS LIGHTING

PIER GATEWAY 
FEATURE

CRUISE DOCK

WELCOME CENTER 
/ WARMING HUT

RIVERFRONT 
SEATINGS

GRAPHIC CROSSWALK

OVERLOOK

GRAPHIC CROSSWALK
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NOTE : Initial plan and sketches are conceptual. The design is being 
explored with partner institutions and will be informed by community input.

PRELIMINARY PLAN 
LAMBERTS LANDING, UNION 
DEPOT & RAILROAD UNDERPASSES



RIVER BALCONY 
PAVER

RIVER BLEACHERS/
SANDSTONE SEATING 

STEPS

THE PORT 
PORTAL

PUSH RAMP 
BACK

PIER PAVILION/
KIOSK/CAFE

TRAIL 
CONNECTOR
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THE LANDING
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Project Schedule

Plan Review & Context 

SEPT      OCT       NOV       DEC  MAR        APR      MAY     JUN     JUL   AUG

100% Schematic Design

Basis of Design 
Report

Community Engagement

2022 
 JAN       FEB 

Ongoing throughout project

2021

6 weeks

10 weeks

9 weeks

9  weeks

3 weeks

75% Schematic Design

review period

review period

50% Schematic Design 

Focus groups

Virtual Community 
Workshop & Survey

Site walks & Survey Community Open House

Schematic 
Design Reveal & 
Community 
Celebration
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TIMELINE OF SCHEMATIC DESIGN

we are here

review period
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DISCUSSION & NEXT STEPS




