
From: Mary Kircher
To: CouncilHearing (CI-StPaul)
Cc: Susan Sifferle
Subject: Comments for Item 23: RES PH 24-83 Preliminary Plat approval for The Heights Block 3&4
Date: Tuesday, April 16, 2024 8:32:53 AM
Attachments: Kircher Comments Block 3&4 Plat.pdf

Kircher Maps-HabitatPrePlat.pdf
Kircher preplat-BLOCKS 3&4-2.pdf

Please include the following comments for the City Council Meeting on Wed. April 17 regarding
RES PH 24-83 Preliminary Plat approval for The Heights Block 3&4. There are three documents:  
1. Kircher Comments Block 3&4.pdf
2. Kircher Maps-HabitatPrePlat.pdf
3. Kircher preplan-BLOCKS 3&4-2.pdf

Marcia Kircher and Susan Sifferle will be attending the hearing and plan to speak in person.

Sincerely, 
Mary Kircher

mailto:mkircher@nc.rr.com
mailto:CouncilHearing@ci.stpaul.mn.us
mailto:susansifferle@gmail.com



April 16, 2024



I am Susan Sifferle, speaking for my mother, Marcia Kircher, who resides at 2139 Clear Ave.



We are disputing The Heights Habitat for Humanity Blocks 3 & 4 Preliminary Plat



In the “Subdivision Staff Report” for this project, we do not believe the following has been met.  



Section H. Required Findings: 

Item 2. The proposed subdivision will not be detrimental to the present and potential 
surrounding land uses. The proposed plat is consistent with the surrounding land uses, 
and will not be detrimental to present and future use of surrounding land. 



The Kircher family believes the proposed plat for Blocks 3 & 4 along Winthrop Ave. will be 
detrimental to the current residents on Cottage, Clear and Ivy Avenues.  



The property indicates the town homes will be within 60 feet of the current resident’s houses.  
The plat does not indicate parking spaces for each of these new lots.  We are concerned that 
the new houses will directly impact our property values and show lack of accommodation for 
current residents that have lived on a quiet street for over over 60 years. This development will 
bring additional traffic.  Thus, this large piece of property should provide a larger buffer 
between the current neighborhoods and The Heights development.  



Specific to the Kircher property, 2139 Clear Ave.  This home is the only one where the driveway 
has been allowed to encroach on the easement.  There was a tacit agreement between the City 
of St. Paul and the Kircher family to use this easement.  The reason appears to be that there is 
a Power & Light Pole and fire hydrant in the place where the  driveway would have been built in 
1952  (Please see “Kircher Maps-HabitatPrePlat.pdf” for the arial view of 2139 Clear Ave and 
“Kircher Preplat Blocks 3&4-2.pdf” for the current proposal for access to 2139 Clear Ave. )



The options indicated by The Heights for resolving this problem for our home is to put an “L” 
shaped drive to reach the garage from Winthrop.  This is not acceptable.



In addition, If street parking is allowed on Winthrop, it will be difficult to get in and out of the 
driveway as SPPA currently has the “L” shaped driveway marked on the plat.  



Our preferred solution is to move Housing Blocks 3&4 to the East with sufficient distance to 
accommodate the current driveway allowing access to our home from Clear Ave.  This would 
also be the best for all six current residents to provide sufficient buffer zones between their 
houses and The Heights townhouses in Block 3&4



We ask that the that this plat not be approved until resolution of property is resolved with the 
current residents.  



Thank you for the opportunity to speak.  



(FYI, we have been in contact with Bill Dermody and Kristine Williams.  They have indicated 
that the City Engineer and St. Paul Public Works will reach out to us.  As of  today, we have not 
heard from them.) 








Mary Kircher
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April 16, 2024


I am Susan Sifferle, speaking for my mother, Marcia Kircher, who resides at 2139 Clear Ave.


We are disputing The Heights Habitat for Humanity Blocks 3 & 4 Preliminary Plat


In the “Subdivision Staff Report” for this project, we do not believe the following has been met.  


Section H. Required Findings: 

Item 2. The proposed subdivision will not be detrimental to the present and potential 
surrounding land uses. The proposed plat is consistent with the surrounding land uses, 
and will not be detrimental to present and future use of surrounding land. 


The Kircher family believes the proposed plat for Blocks 3 & 4 along Winthrop Ave. will be 
detrimental to the current residents on Cottage, Clear and Ivy Avenues.  


The property indicates the town homes will be within 60 feet of the current resident’s houses.  
The plat does not indicate parking spaces for each of these new lots.  We are concerned that 
the new houses will directly impact our property values and show lack of accommodation for 
current residents that have lived on a quiet street for over over 60 years. This development will 
bring additional traffic.  Thus, this large piece of property should provide a larger buffer 
between the current neighborhoods and The Heights development.  


Specific to the Kircher property, 2139 Clear Ave.  This home is the only one where the driveway 
has been allowed to encroach on the easement.  There was a tacit agreement between the City 
of St. Paul and the Kircher family to use this easement.  The reason appears to be that there is 
a Power & Light Pole and fire hydrant in the place where the  driveway would have been built in 
1952  (Please see “Kircher Maps-HabitatPrePlat.pdf” for the arial view of 2139 Clear Ave and 
“Kircher Preplat Blocks 3&4-2.pdf” for the current proposal for access to 2139 Clear Ave. )


The options indicated by The Heights for resolving this problem for our home is to put an “L” 
shaped drive to reach the garage from Winthrop.  This is not acceptable.


In addition, If street parking is allowed on Winthrop, it will be difficult to get in and out of the 
driveway as SPPA currently has the “L” shaped driveway marked on the plat.  


Our preferred solution is to move Housing Blocks 3&4 to the East with sufficient distance to 
accommodate the current driveway allowing access to our home from Clear Ave.  This would 
also be the best for all six current residents to provide sufficient buffer zones between their 
houses and The Heights townhouses in Block 3&4


We ask that the that this plat not be approved until resolution of property is resolved with the 
current residents.  


Thank you for the opportunity to speak.  


(FYI, we have been in contact with Bill Dermody and Kristine Williams.  They have indicated 
that the City Engineer and St. Paul Public Works will reach out to us.  As of  today, we have not 
heard from them.) 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