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Greetings,

Forgive my general address. I'm not capable of knowing to whom I communicate, directly. 

I'm Prentice Johnson (Minneapolis, MN), aspiring entrepreneur and author of A Leap and a
Fall. 

As we set forth to contribute efforts to retrieve reparations, I would like to present an idea
for a multi-trillion-dollar strategy to replenish the US economy.

For progress, I will need to speak to some of the leads, directly. 

Regarding tomorrow's meeting, I know there is little time, so I need to say what I want to
say to get people to come and support my platform. 

Although, I will attend the meeting, please, okay my submission of a 2-minute video that
can be played through YouTube. You can choose when, I'll suggest it be the last video
comment to... end comments.

Second, I would be interested in contributing a helping hand by graphic and web design. 

Further, although I have made changes, I'm submitting a few of the tools I've devised to
begin conditioning students, Nationwide, from junior high to college. I've submitted to one
of my formal high schools John F. Kennedy, Bloomington. (coach Vav (wrestling), and the
new principal).

I am willing to contribute my graphic design capability to the cause, free of charge. 

Bear in mind, I am aware of the need for several layers to accomplish the goal, so, I do
want to push to include acceptance of my strategy.

I've included attachments. The links below are safe. (the link contains the revised and
edited version by flipbook.)

https://heyzine.com/flip-book/9ca61b9e93.html

My live projection from 12/19/2022.

https://www.facebook.com/100000063142809/videos/1332665514155422/

Please send time and place to attend the meeting, tomorrow, virtually, and when you are
available to meet by zoom so we can speak about how else to proceed.

prentice.bjohnson@yahoo.com
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From: Prentice Johnson
To: #CI-StPaul_Council; CouncilHearing (CI-StPaul)
Subject: Video Submission for comments
Date: Wednesday, December 21, 2022 6:22:25 AM

https://youtu.be/jmUD1bJ4168
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From: BERGOS,ANASTASI
To: CouncilHearing_English (CI-StPaul)
Subject: Voice Mail (1 minute and 17 seconds)
Date: Wednesday, December 21, 2022 8:56:55 AM
Attachments: audio.mp3

Good morning, Saint Paul. My name is David Benjamin calling from New Jersey Skunk Hollow.
Specifically I'm calling to say thank you guys for fighting for our reparations for foundational black
Americans. And you guys please make sure that it's tangible cash payments and this language based
specifically to the descendants of slaves, also known as Friedman, based on the constitution. We need
our direct tangible lineage based reparations and cash form. This cannot be all lives matter. We did
enough for everybody with the 1964 Civil rights bill, affirmative action and other laws that was
specifically meant for black Americans. But the word minority helped everybody else. So now
everybody's a minority. We need ours to be language based on. We didn't flee to America. We built
America through through our ancestors and like the Jewish community, we standing our ancestor
shoes. Please make this right. Greatly your time. Thank you.

You received a voice mail from BERGOS,ANASTASI.

Thank you for using Transcription! If you don't see a transcript above, it's because the audio quality was not
clear enough to transcribe.

Set Up Voice Mail

mailto:noreply@skype.voicemail.microsoft.com
mailto:CouncilHearing_English@ci.stpaul.mn.us
tel:9739072289
https://aka.ms/vmsettings
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From: Cathy Pecholt
To: *CI-StPaul_Contact-Council
Subject: I support a permanent St. Paul Reparations Committee
Date: Wednesday, December 21, 2022 9:18:06 AM

It has been my absolute pleasure to have been introduced to many men and women who have
bravely taken a stand to help support and voice the situations of people whose ancestry has
been debilitated through Chattel slavery. To this present day,  if it wasn't for Black
representatives and leaders telling about themselves and the endurance of hostility which so
many people in our past and present live and have lived,  many of us would just go on not
caring due to ignorance. I have taken a much closer look and have increased my study due to
this activism.
May the city of St. Paul be a strong leader in true recovery for the Black culture which i am so
grateful for.
Thank you,
Cathy Pecholt 
New Prague,  MN 

mailto:catherinepecholt@gmail.com
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From: Nick Gardner
To: CouncilHearing (CI-StPaul); *CI-StPaul_Contact-Council
Subject: Reparations
Date: Wednesday, December 21, 2022 9:20:22 AM

Fatherlessness is the problem, not slavery.
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From: CouncilWard5VM (CI-StPaul)
To: Weiner, Greg (CI-StPaul)
Subject: FW: Shared Voicemail (CC-Ward 5)
Date: Wednesday, December 21, 2022 11:00:56 AM
Attachments: audio.mp3

Hi Greg,
 
Here’s a VM.  Do you want these too?
 
Janie
 

From: WIRELESS CALLER <+16514889283> 
Sent: Monday, December 19, 2022 10:20 AM
To: VM-CouncilWard5 <VM-CouncilWard5@stpaulmn.onmicrosoft.com>
Subject: Shared Voicemail (CC-Ward 5)
 
Hi. I just wanted to voice my opinion on reparations. I guess there's a meeting coming up and I can't
make it to that. But the fact of the matter is that there's going to be reparations. There's a lot of us that
have dead Civil War soldiers in Oakland Cemetery and that wiped out generations of our people. At
least their people are still alive. And you also have to realize that it's not so much racism as it is a
stereotype that they brought on themselves. I myself went to school where they were called the
blackboard jungle. It was in the paper where the black people were beating us up and taking our
jewelry and breaking jaws and breaking legs. If you bumped into them and my grandmother got
robbed by some black people that even though she was down on the floor, they had to make sure
and kick her. So you would think I would be prejudice. But the fact of the matter is I have a biracial
grandchildren because she married a good black man. So it's the good black people that need to get
after the thugs, which they're outnumbering the good black people. So they need to get after their
own kind. Thank you. So we want our reparations also. And they're going to be a lot more than from
the black people because our people are dead.

You received a voice mail from WIRELESS CALLER.
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From: Anthony Gardner
To: CouncilHearing (CI-StPaul)
Subject: Saint Paul Reperations
Date: Wednesday, December 21, 2022 11:41:45 AM

I received this request to submit information about the possibilities of repreparations last
night so in short notice. I have constructed a few paragraph paraphrasing some on the history,
highlights, ideas and positives that would come out of reparations.
 
Hello, my name is Anthony Gardner and I was born and raised in Saint Paul, MN on Central
Ave and Lexington Ave. Both sides of my family on my mothers side (Price) and father's
side(Gardner’s) were displaced due to the construction of 94. The displacement caused a
shock wave through Rondo separating families and causing frustrations, confusion and doubt
in the government who approved the decision. We all know the history of Rondo so I won't go
into it in depth. 
 
The majority of my family attended Mechanic Arts and Central High School. My
grandfather George Snooky Price was a prize fighter coming out of St. Paul. It was George
Price, Freda Rozin and my mother Anita Price, Linda and Roxanne. My grandfather worked
construction after his fighting career in which he retired. He resided on Iglehart and we still
own that home in the family.  
 
My Grandfather Littleton Gardner owned a dry cleaner on Selby Ave. My uncle Leroy Gardner
Sr was a pastor at his church which was located on University and Western and he was the
first Black man to graduate from Bethel College. 

My uncle Leroy Gardner Jr-Gardner, As young man, was a playground basketball legend. As
the community lore goes that as a 14-year-old, he Ralph Mitchell (19) and Tommy Miller (19)
beat (then) University of Minnesota basketball players Lou Hudson, Don Yates and Archie Clark
in a pickup game at St. Paul's Oxford Park. Gardner went on to play for St. Paul Central from
1962 to 1965 and helped take the team to its first state tournament berth in years. He scored
41 points in a region semifinal and 33 points in a consolation title game. He was recruited by
legendary coach Kundla and was the first Black man born and raised in Minnesota to receive a
full basketball scholarship at the U of M.
So our St. Paul familial history runs deep. My grandma and grandpa Gardner had 12 kids so it
made the Gardner’s one of the largest families in St. Paul.  
 
How reparations can help. I don’t believe reparations can heal the years and years of anger
and animosity towards the people who made the decision, but it can provide some comfort in
knowing that people will be compensated. I believe compensation will help uplift St. Paul and
allows those that truly love my city to invest in it. We have a huge community that is positive,
supportive, and innovative. We have great nonprofits supporting youth in our city and we

mailto:info@reellifeinc.org
mailto:CouncilHearing@ci.stpaul.mn.us


have new Non-profits such as mine who will do the same by providing an outlet to get out of
the city to boat and fish while learning life skills. Reparations in my mind have been due to the
black community not only in Saint Paul but the entire country for decades and counting.
People who know the real history and not the fictional version of history understand the
complexities of generational wealth, health and education that weren't forwarded to blacks in
America.
 
Jimmy Lee, The Loft and Mr. Robinson created a safe haven for all of the youth in the rondo
area. Without that type of support, education, and opportunity to play sports would have
caused more people to end up in the system.
 
How reparations will hurt. I see only positives if this is passed.
 
What types of reparations? Monetary, Tax incentives, Home buyer grants, subsidies. I think
monetary would work best because it can allow people to invest in what they need especially
during these hard times of inflation, war, recession, fed hikes, disease and everything else
that’s happening. We know POC are the people struggling the most.
 
Who should receive reparations? I believe the original families that were upended by the 94
decision and the descendant’s of St. Paul families should receive reparations. Those families
who were born and raised here in the 1940s to the 1970’s. The black families that helped
mold and shape St. Paul to what it is now.
 
Thank you and I hope my 2 cents will be helpful, yet persuasive to provide the necessary
reparations to our St. Paul family and community.

 



From: Shontelle Flowers
To: *CI-StPaul_Contact-Council
Cc: CouncilHearing (CI-StPaul)
Subject: St. Paul Reparations Hearing
Date: Wednesday, December 21, 2022 1:28:11 PM

Hello, 

I  support Saint Paul moving forward with Reparations for the American Descendants of
Chattel Slavery who reside in Saint Paul. 

Thank you. 

-- 
Shontelle Flowers

mailto:shonie29@gmail.com
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From: Tripp, Marvalyne (CI-StPaul)
To: Weiner, Greg (CI-StPaul)
Subject: FW: Reparations Commission
Date: Wednesday, December 21, 2022 1:54:33 PM
Attachments: image001.png

 
 

From: jmhjmd@aol.com <jmhjmd@aol.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 21, 2022 1:26 PM
To: Tripp, Marvalyne (CI-StPaul) <Marvalyne.Tripp@ci.stpaul.mn.us>
Subject: Re: Reparations Commission
 

Think Before You Click: This email originated outside our organization.

 
Yes, please.
 
On Wednesday, December 21, 2022 at 11:50:00 AM CST, Tripp, Marvalyne (CI-StPaul)
<marvalyne.tripp@ci.stpaul.mn.us> wrote:
 
 

Hello James,

   

     Thank you for writing into Ward 3. Your message is important to us and has been shared with Councilmember
Tolbert. Would you like your email added to the public record?

 

Best,

Marvalyne

 

 

Marvalyne Tripp

Executive Assistant to Councilmember Chris Tolbert

Pronouns: She/Her

Saint Paul City Council Ward 3

15 West Kellogg Boulevard, Suite 310

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102

Office : 651-266-8630

Direct: 651-266-8633

mailto:Marvalyne.Tripp@ci.stpaul.mn.us
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Marvalyne.Tripp@ci.stpaul.mn.us

www.StPaul.gov

 

 

 

 

From: jmhjmd@aol.com <jmhjmd@aol.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 21, 2022 7:27 AM
To: #CI-StPaul_Ward3 <Ward3@ci.stpaul.mn.us>
Subject: Reparations Commission

 

Think Before You Click: This email originated outside our organization.

 

Whatever merit there may be to reparations, the issue is best addressed at a larger
level of government than the City of St. Paul. 

 

One example: The destruction of the Rondo neighborhood, in which I was born in
1951, was the result of state and federal action, not the City's. 

 

Another: Redlining began as a federal matter and evolved into a bank lending
maneuver.  The City had no control over either.

 

Too, there is the issue of who would receive reparations: those whose families have
resided in St. Paul since [pick a date]?  Anyone who lives in St. Paul now or at any
time while the program is in operation? Would there be a blood quantum test?

 

mailto:Marvalyne.Tripp@ci.stpaul.mn.us
http://www.stpaul.gov/
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If the Council supports a reparations committee it should go on record asking that the
issue be addressed at that state and federal levels.

 

James  M. Hamilton

1310 Osceola Ave.

St. Paul
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