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Good morning,
 
Thanks for connecting. First, taxes are paid through Ramsey County. I am not sure if there is an
appeals process for that, though I don't think its likely.  You can call them at 651-266-2222. It is a
general requirement taxes be paid before being able to rehab a cat 3 property, it was not a
requirement that he pay them now (or at all) before his next hearing (I’ve attached a copy of that
letter). I believe everyone was surprised when he showed up at the next hearing having paid them,
and concern was expressed that he may be throwing good money after bad.
 
I think we all have the same concerns as you re: ownership, which was expressed to Mr. Berger in his
hearings. Again, all that is done through the County, the City simply pulls records from them. It was
advised in the hearing that Mr. Berger speak to an attorney, he said he was at the hearing on the
17th, though at this past hearing said he was working with a realtor (presumably you?) on
documents.
 
As he had already paid taxes, ordered a Code Compliance Inspection and posted the Performance
Deposit (which is refundable), (again, those were given as a “heads up” which we do as follow up
after all cases, not an express requirement before his next hearing) the hearing officer laid out next
steps for him to be working on, presumably while he works on clearing title. While I can’t give legal
advice, I think it goes without saying he obviously shouldn’t sign any bids at this point. However, the
hearing officer does have to follow precedent for all cases and can’t just let this languish for months
waiting for the title situation to be worked out, which is why it is typically asked that people begin
getting bids on the work once the Code Compliance Inspection is done so they’re ready to pull it
together when the time comes.
 
I would encourage you both to look through the file via the link I sent last week, I’ve included it here
again:
https://stpaul.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5666202&GUID=5D961798-3124-486E-96C7-
23ED69730BEF
 
You can view attachments for the file there, and you can also view minutes from previous hearings by
clicking on “meeting details” in the second column from right for whichever date you chose, and then
the file after “published minutes” near the middle of the page.
 
As I told Mr. Savasten, we all have concerns about how this all came about and hope that he is able
to clear title to rehab and not lose any interest he does have in the property. The City however,
cannot give legal advice, nor do more than advise him to talk to an attorney about whatever has
happened with his payments leading up to this point. I know we are all wanting to help in whatever
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Re:  Remove or Repair of the Structure at 1457 Third Street East 


 


Dear Mr. Berger: 


 


This is to confirm that at the Legislative Hearing on May 24, 2022 Legislative Hearing Officer 


Marcia Moermond will ask on June 8 that the City Council refer the matter back to Legislative 


Hearing on Tuesday, June 14, 2022 at 9 a.m.  


 


At that time it is expected you will have an update on status of clearing title and ownership. 


Please remember that the property must be maintained and is under a microscope while 


going through this process. The Legislative Hearing officer strongly encourages you to seek 


legal advice as to your title and ownership position of this property.  


 


For your reference, the following items must be completed before receiving a grant of time 


from the City Council: 


 


1. If you are intending to have a third party rehabilitate the property, pending transfer of 


title, the contract used for this transaction will need to be approved by the Legislative 


Hearing Officer. Please note that title cannot transfer until the rehabilitation is 


complete and nuisance abated;  


2. past due real estate taxes must be brought current  (real estate taxes for 2019, 2020, 


and 2021 are delinquent in the amount of $26,696.92); 


3. post a $5,000 performance deposit with the Department of Safety & Inspections; 


4. apply for a Code Compliance inspection with the Department of Safety & Inspections; 


5. submit evidence of financing sufficient to complete the rehabilitation. Staff estimates 


costs to exceed $50,000. If total for bids are more than 20% less than staff estimate, a 


high level of detail will be required. Financing could be business or personal accounts, a 


line of credit, or construction loan. Other types of financing will be reviewed on a case by 


case basis;  
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6. submit an affidavit indicating the finances will be dedicated to completing the 


project and not diverted until a code compliance certificate is issued; and 


7. submit work plan, sworn construction statement, or scope of work. This should 


include signed subcontractor bids and a schedule for completion of the project; and 


8. the property must be maintained. 


 


Samples of these items will be sent at a later date. If you would like them sooner, please let me 


know.  


 


This matter will go before the City Council at Public Hearing on Wednesday, June 8, 2022 at 


3:30 pm. in room 300 City Hall. If you are contesting Ms. Moermond’s recommendation you 


may appear in person or send written testimony to be added to the record to 


legislativehearings@ci.stpaul.mn.us or by voicemail at 651-266-6805. Should you wish to 


address Council directly but not appear in person, you must register in person by noon on 


the Tuesday immediately prior to your Public Hearing here: 


https://www.stpaul.gov/department/city-council/city-council-public-hearing-live-testimony.  If 


you don’t wish to contest, no further action is needed and the Council will proceed with Ms. 


Moermond’s recommendation above.  


 


If you have any questions, please contact me at 651-266-8515. 


 


Sincerely, 


 


/s/ 


Joanna Zimny 


Legislative Hearing Executive Assistant 


 


 
c: Rehabilitation & Removal staff 
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way we can, but know that our hands are tied to a certain extent.  
 
If there’s any other questions you have re: process or the like, please let me know. I think reading
through the attachments and minutes from the previous hearings may be helpful in seeing how this
has come to be where it is at now.
I hope this is helpful, and please know we do want to help Mr. Berger to the extent we can.
 
Thanks,
Joanna
 
 

Joanna Zimny
Legislative Hearing Executive Assistant 
Legislative Hearing Office
Pronouns: she/her/hers
Saint Paul City Hall
Suite 310
15 W. Kellogg Blvd.
Saint Paul, MN 55102 
P: 651-266-8515 
joanna.zimny@ci.stpaul.mn.us
www.StPaul.gov 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: J Savasten <jodisavasten@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Saturday, July 2, 2022 1:49 PM
To: Zimny, Joanna (CI-StPaul) <joanna.zimny@ci.stpaul.mn.us>
Cc: Dale Savasten <dsavasten@gmail.com>
Subject: 1457 3rd Street -Berger
 
Think Before You Click: This email originated outside our organization.
 
 
Hello Joanna,
 
I am Carl’s niece.  I’ve been looking through the documents and since Carl is not showing up as a
legal owner, he should not be responsible for paying taxes or any fees. I think you spoke to Dale and
mentioned there is an appeal process to get reimbursed for the taxes. Can you please provide the
steps and forms to do this?
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I have a message into Wilmington Bank to see if they have any documentation to support Carl being
the owner.  We are also going to be checking his past bank statements showing the funds being
withdrawn from his account as soon as he can give us the information.  Unless he can prove
ownership as you know, it’s a mute point to gather bids, etc.  I’m a little concerned as The City of St
Paul can’t seem to find any record of Carl being the owner, how will we be able to?
 
In an understatement, it’s a bit of a mess.  It’s unfortunate he came to us when it got this out of
hand.  Thank you for reaching out to us.  At least we can have closure on this one way or another.  If
there are any other fees he has paid and you believe he should appeal, please let us know.
 
Again, thank you for all your help and support!
 
> Cheers,
> Jodi Savasten,Realtor
> Coldwell Banker Realty
> Office Manager & Assistant to
> Shelly Rae of Your Home By Design
> 612.306.1172
> 17305 Cedar Ave-Lakeville, MN 55044
> www.YourHomeByDesign.com

http://www.yourhomebydesign.com/

